
Now Cast Out - John 12:31-32 2-9-22
Last week, regarding verse 31 I made this comment, “How do we make sense of this, 

because this could easily confront how we understand the nature of life in this world as it relates 
to 1) the working of God’s grace, 2) my human responsibility as someone who is a new creation 
in Christ, 3) what my tangible war is within history that I have to face, and 4) how this could 
relate to my understanding of the future?” These are the many questions we will answer today, 
but before we outline our time and get into the thick of it, I’ll lay this out first. 

At the ground level, shouldn’t we seek to live on the basis of God’s perspective, from the 
vantage point of what God does and has done? If we truly believe that God has spoken, revealed 
His will to us in Scripture, and it is authoritative over all of our life, which covers our belief and 
our behavior, in every area, then it must be, increasingly so, the very foundation we stand on and 
live from. Crucial to this is starting from the basis of God’s perspective, God’s work, first before 
we get to how we should understand our perspective, what we are to do, from God’s Word and 
for action in our life. To say it a different way, we must lean on the truth of what God has done 
and accomplished in Christ by the Spirit and that should be the foundation for how we live in our 
life, which illuminates what we should do in this life that we pull from God in His Word. To say 
it yet another way with an example from Philippians 2:12-13, when God says that He works in 
us, both to will and to work for His good pleasure it is on that foundation of what God does, from 
His perspective, that we then work out our salvation that we already have and do so with fear and 
trembling, which addresses it from our perspective in truth and in action. It is from this structure 
that we need to strive for consistency and balance in our lives. Hopefully this will come out more 
clearly today and God would be pleased to strengthen us with consistency and balance that is 
rooted in the finished work of Christ and His perfect sovereign plan. 

So our outline for today is 1) From God’s perspective outside of time, 2) From God’s 
perspective within time, and 3) From our perspective within time, and from there we will bring 
out 4) some scenarios to reflect on that will help us grasp this more by bringing us to consistency 
and the firm ground that we should stand on. All of this will be in the context of kings, rulers, 
and kingdoms as we’ve seen Zion’s King coming into Jerusalem, here the ruler of this world 
being cast out, and how this all relates to the nature of the kingdom of God. 

So to start with as we look at God’s perspective outside of time we may not be able to 
understand a lot of God’s plan, because much of His plan in why He does things and why He 
does them a certain way is hidden from us as, for example, so much was hidden from Job in why 
God ordained all that happened. But what is foundational has been clearly revealed by God in 
His Word.

1) One thing that is clear is that nothing can thwart God’s one plan. As we learn from Job, 
satan’s attempts to undermine Job and His relationship with God don’t work, because what satan 
did was all under God’s sovereign rule, was in accordance with God’s plan, and was used by God 
for what He had particularly planned for Job’s life. And this isn’t something that God came up 
with on the fly. God, before time began, had set out a plan for humanity that would display the 
fullness of who He is, which is seen in His justice and His mercy. All of what we say are His 
attributes illuminate Him in that. He is good and righteous and holy by nature, so all that He 
plans is good and righteous and holy. Coupled with this is the fact that He is sovereign and 
omnipotent, so nothing and no one has more rule and power than Him. This is what makes King 
Nebuchadnezzar say this after his sanity was restored by God as recorded in Daniel 4:34-35, he 



says, “At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason 
returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to 
generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his 
will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand 
or say to him, ‘What have you done?’” Even as people object that God changed his mind as they 
point to a couple places in Scripture they forget what they are reading and how Scripture is the 
record of God’s perfect will and plan, so whatever happens in Scripture was supposed to happen 
the way it happened. It all was ordained by God before time began.

2) This then comes to a second foundational piece when starting from God’s perspective 
outside of time. He has ordained His plan in redeeming sinners from sin and the grips of satan. 
With nothing taking him by surprise nor with Him learning what would happen as He looked 
down the corridor of time, God instead sovereignly elected some sinners to be reserved in Christ, 
purely by His gracious choice. As the grip of satan would strangle humanity from the Fall as all 
of humanity were plunged into rebellion, God chose to be merciful to some in Jesus. And 
because Jesus fulfilled exactly what God’s will for Him was, Jesus died for those that the Father 
gave Him. It is because of Jesus that satan cannot take away any of God’s children. They were 
chosen before the foundation of the world to be the recipients of His grace and to become His 
children. To use kingdom language as Scripture does the King will say to those on His right, 
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). This, looking at the culmination of all things, shows 
that God had a particular people that would inherit the kingdom and this He established before 
time began and it was not on the basis of anything that they would do. 

Now, from God’s perspective inside of time we get further into the details of the finished 
work of Christ, the Spirit’s work in saving sinners within time, and how this relates to this 
casting out of this ruler of this world. As the “all” in verse 32 is a reference to people as the 
context shows us earlier in the fruit of Jesus’s death are people and subsequently the salvation 
and life of those that He draws to Himself we then can recognize the how of how this ruler of 
this world is cast out. The finished work of Christ has cast out this ruler. Whatever this means, 
which we will get to in a second, this ruler being cast out is a present reality from the time of 
Jesus on. “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.” The 
judgment of the world that Jesus is referring to is this casting out of this ruler, who is satan. The 
repeated “now” clearly shows us that it was a present reality, which coincides with Jesus saying 
earlier that His hour had come. This guarantee looks to the event of the cross as that is how it 
will come to pass yet it also has a not yet reality as it looks ahead to the final judgment at the 
final end. 

So then what does this casting out of satan mean? With this if we don’t find consistency 
and balance we can rush to a judgment that thinks that we are talking about that satan is no 
longer present or functioning, which is not what we’re talking about. People can also run into an 
empty assumption, which is too much of an extreme, thinking that satan may not be anything to 
be mindful of, just because God is sovereign or just because some think the future is optimistic. 
These often come from dwelling in misunderstandings of God’s revealed will. What this casting 
out means is that, because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus satan no longer has 
dominion, rule, and authority over this world and in particular over the people who have been 



redeemed by Jesus. Though in many ways satan is recognized as the god of this world, 
something has happened to change that reality in a fixed finality for those that are God’s 
possession. And that reality affects the world itself. So in the garden satan stole this dominion, 
this rule, as he deceived Adam and Eve, and because of the Fall all of humanity then became 
subjects and slaves to satan. Of course, as we mentioned earlier in God’s perspective outside of 
time and within time, God providentially allowed this stealing by satan to take place, because 
God’s plan pointed to when Jesus would finally take that dominion, rule, and authority back. 
This is what we are hearing about now. It wasn’t as though Jesus didn’t have any rule before nor 
was it that the kingdom of God didn’t exist before, but in a very real way satan had been the ruler 
of this world. This is magnified when you think about who we are slaves to in our sinful nature. 
But we are no longer slaves anymore if were we set apart in Christ before the foundation of the 
world, because that’s who Jesus came for, so that they could be redeemed and brought back to 
God to be under the rule, dominion, and lordship of Christ the King, and that’s made real when 
the Spirit brings those sinners to life through the gospel. 

Because of Jesus’s substitutionary work on behalf of those that God gave Jesus, then the 
fixed reality that is fixed within time is that satan can do all he wants to those that belong to God, 
which causes real affliction in life, but he can’t take their eternal life and salvation in Christ. 
Jesus has dominion over them now and that means that their spiritual life is forever safe in His 
care. That is a fixed reality that exists within all of our struggles that we face in this life. And that 
fixed reality must be part of our foundation that is inseparable to all of what God’s perspective 
amounts to as we talked about earlier. Truth that shows this is like Hebrews 12:10 where our 
discipline is to share in Jesus’s holiness. 1 Peter 1 says that our trials, when necessary, are to 
show the genuineness of our faith, which is God’s power within us that guards us and refines us. 
At the end of Jude we are shown our vulnerability of stumbling, but God is able to keep us from 
stumbling. So this discipline, these trials, these temptations that we face will do nothing to us in 
the end, but what God has ordained for good. And within time He uses those situations to work 
within us to sanctify us. This is all because of the finished work of Christ. It’s here that many 
may say, as I briefly mentioned a second ago, “So you mean that satan isn’t doing anything? Or 
satan isn’t even present anymore? Or we can just disregard any of satan’s activity, because God 
is sovereign?” That’s not it at all and this is where this foundation we’ve just laid is so crucial 
and consistency, and the structuring of our consistency ought to take place. 

Here we come to our perspective within time in what we face. The truth of the matter is, 
is that we need to live on all the truth we just said, in all those fixed realities of God’s plan of 
redemption, but as time goes on, as we live our lives from our vantage point, it may not feel 
fixed and it may be very hard to live on those realities. We get swayed by our emotions and 
experiences so much. Satan is still very active. And he comes at the children of God hard. This is 
where we make more sense of what Jesus is saying here, “now will the ruler of this world be cast 
out.” Satan no longer has dominion, rule, and authority over us if we have been bought by Christ, 
because of the very reality that we have been bought by Christ. But just because he doesn’t have 
a dominion that he once had over us, that he stole, it doesn’t mean he isn’t doing anything. 
Ephesians 6 is clear that we are in a spiritual warfare that is very real. In that warfare the devil is 
active in coming at true followers of Christ. We are to be clothed in the armor of God, because 
the attack of the enemy is relentless. Peter says that satan is prowling around like a roaring lion 
waiting for someone to devour. Paul says that the temptations of the world are real and powerful 



and many times he himself does the things that he doesn’t want to do. We see accounts where 
letters are wrote to churches that address their sin, sin that is heinous and immoral, which is a 
giving in to the attacks of satan. We know that David gave into the passions of the flesh and that 
resulted in adultery and murder. Paul says that anxiety and discontentment are real fights within 
the believer. So the activity of satan, the enemy, is never to be denied or minimized. But if we are 
so fixed on that activity of satan or we have an ignorance of biblical truth about God’s work of 
grace from the perspective of what God does or we have an imbalance in our handling of the 
Word of God for life then we will be unstable. Yes, this activity of satan and the war with him is 
so real, but he is crushed by Christ for us, if we are His. Though the paradox is true in how God’s 
certain victory is already done, at the same time, what’s also true is that, within time, satan is still 
wreaking havoc and our fight is so real. That paradox is true, but which one of those parts of that 
paradox rules over the other is the question that is so crucial to the wellbeing of our life in Christ. 
Does God’s revealed will on what He has done for us before the foundation of the world, in 
Christ, and by the Spirit fuel us and govern our perspective in how we live and move? That 
should be the part of the paradox the rules over the other. The other being the real fight we face 
through our vantage point in life. This “hierarchy” of truth is present in the Lord’s Prayer with a 
focus on God first. 

To further address this, what has happened in the Christian community is that we have 
developed a dualistic mentality that is not biblical. This dualism that has been created is where it 
is either portrayed unknowingly or even believed deliberately that there is an even war going on 
between God and satan. The mentality that comes here is thinking and acting like the power of 
God and the power of satan are quite equal and practically so, especially when we come to this 
idea of the kingdom of satan, of darkness, being this world. By default many Christians have 
come to a mentality that it is an even fight and hopefully God wins in the end. Of course, the 
professing Christian says that God does win, but a lot of what they mean by that is that when 
things get really bad then God will snatch us up out of here and we will escape. These mentalities 
have encouraged the church in this dualistic view on life. And it has even brought about the 
escapism that we see happening in the church where the church retreats from all the conflict and 
issues that are happening in the world. We escape from activity and fight in the world, because 
we’ve gotten to think that the kingdom of God is something that is either fully in the future and 
not now or that it is purely a spiritual matter that should not include addressing the world outside 
of the church. This dualistic nature tends to see the kingdom of satan as still the kingdom of this 
world, which will reign until the final end. But that’s not what the Scriptures show. The 
Scriptures show that the kingdom of Christ has, in one sense, always existed, but with the first 
coming of Christ and in and through His life, death, and resurrection, His kingdom has come 
now. That doesn’t mean that it is completed now. So there’s a progression to recognize, which 
can be stated like this. The fall of man brought the kingdom of darkness. But ever since that fall 
God had begun to execute His plan of bringing redemption to sinners and His kingdom back in. 
Then with the coming of Christ in His life, His kingdom had come and with the death of Christ 
satan fell and was cast out of his temporary rule though he still is active. So then in that great 
transfer that began immediately upon Christ, the kingdom of darkness is on the decrease as time 
goes and the kingdom of light is on the increase as time goes. With this kingdom of light it 
involves children of light bearing the fruit of light, which consists in all that is good, right, and 
true and that flavors the world like salt flavors food. 



This presents us an opportunity to reflect on some scenarios that help us grasp this more. 
To reiterate, at the Fall the kingdom of darkness came in, but the fall of satan’s kingdom is by the 
coming of Jesus’s kingdom, which Jesus ushered in during His life and ministry. So READ with 
me Matthew 12:22-30 and then Revelation 20:1-3 as we keep our text in mind. So because of 
Jesus’s finished work satan is bound. Because of Jesus’s finished work satan’s kingdom is taken 
over. Because of Jesus’s finished work the nations are no longer being deceived. This is the 
ground we must stand on while fighting in the war that we are in within time. Weren’t you bound 
to your sin under the rule of satan before salvation? But if you have been redeemed what is it 
now? You have been freed and have come under the lordship of a different ruler and the one who 
now is bound is satan, because he can’t steal or kill what the King has given you, which is life 
and citizenship in His kingdom, which starts the moment you are saved. Weren’t you under the 
domain of darkness when you were dead in your sin and trespasses as a child of wrath? But if 
you have been delivered what is it now? Colossians 1:13-14 says, “He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Notice the immediate change of kingdoms and the present 
reality of the kingdom of Christ? As a Gentile, weren’t you alienated from the life of God and not 
considered His people? But if Jesus is our peace what is it now? We have been grafted in, 
included in the covenant of God’s grace, so that the deception over the nations that was present 
before Christ has been taken away by Christ. The interesting connection with that scenario is, 
didn’t we just hear about some Greeks coming to talk with Jesus? That’s not by coincidence. The 
casting out of satan means that the nations are no longer being deceived and by the power of God 
through the gospel they are coming to Christ. 

Look at this from another scenario. In the garden the first Adam was deceived by the 
devil and through that deception the devil then came in and stole dominion. Because of the first 
Adam’s choice to disobey and his giving in to the devil, he was cast out of the garden into the 
wilderness. From there, the rest of humanity, creation, and history itself was covered by the 
domain of darkness. Then life under that power was strife, lawlessness, and pain. Did this 
happen, because the devil was more powerful? No way. God allowed all of that to happen, 
because He had a greater purpose to come through it. He worked within all of that stolen rule to 
bring redemption and restoration, which was to be in and through His Son Jesus. So Jesus came 
at the appointed time to reverse the garden. He came as the last Adam to fix what had happened. 
He came to be obedient and He was, perfectly. It is because of His obedience in His life and 
death that the thief and liar, the ruler of this world, would be cast out at the time of Jesus. He has 
now been cast out of the garden that Jesus is restoring where our same mandates still exist, to be 
fruitful and multiply and have dominion while at the same time we are commissioned to go on 
Jesus’s authority to make disciples and to call everyone to obey Christ the King. In this restoring 
Jesus, the tree of life, is not only bringing life to sinners, which is the fruit of His death as the 
gospel is fruitful and multiplying, but He is restoring His dominion within time through His 
kingdom. This project of dominion will not fail, but will increase, because Jesus has dominion 
and His citizens have been given dominion by Him to rule and subdue all the world, which is not 
an imposing, authoritarian, dictator-type rule that forces submission and persecutes those who 
resist. It is a rule and dominion that comes through regeneration by the Spirit and is to be the 
pursuit of a holy life in all of life from there, which lives on the gospel of God in all of life and 
upholds the law of God in all of life. It does not back away from the fact that God exists and 



everyone knows it. It does not back away from calling people to repent and obey the God that 
exists, that everyone answers to. It does not compromise with the world by letting man’s laws, 
man’s opinions, man’s rule change what needs to be present in society. The King’s citizens have 
been given the mind of their King, the strength of their King, the authority of their King, and the 
purpose of their King, which is put into practice wherever they are in life. Our King is with us 
wherever we go, therefore His authority as King goes wherever we go, therefore His will 
governs us wherever we go. That is how it should be! 

Here is where we need reform. We need to have a high view of God’s sovereign grace 
governing our every thought beginning with salvation and who we are by nature without 
salvation. There is too much human autonomy focus in the church. We need to have a high view 
of God’s work in sanctification that produces growing submission, holiness, and allegiance in 
and to Christ the King that will increasingly affect all of life. There is too much man-
centeredness in the church. We need to understand the real war we are in with the enemy, but we 
need to fight that war from the foundation of the victory that we have solidified in Christ. There 
is too much of a dualistic mentality in the church. And we need to re-examine our understanding 
of the future, because our common and popular understanding of the future has gotten us to be so 
pessimistic that we can’t rightly divide a verse like this and we can’t find a biblical balance to it. 
There is too much of an escapism from life, society, and the world that’s happening from the 
church. Shouldn’t this clear testimony of Scripture that satan is cast out of his rule, shouldn’t that 
have an affect on how we view our salvation in Christ, number one, and, two, how we approach 
life in this fallen world, and three, even how we view what the future looks like? There is no 
option to disconnect those three facets of life. The great hope that is in Christ is that the 
conquering King has come and overthrown the thief who assumed a position that was never his 
in the first place. Because of the work of our King, by the Spirit in accordance with the Father’s 
plan, the trajectory forward is His kingship overcoming the world, so let us not be people of little 
faith who just look at their immediate context. Let us be a people of great faith who know the 
sovereign plan and power of God and who are resolved to live in His strength and purpose. 
Wicked people and organizations and the worldview they operate from, which are tools of the 
devil, deceive us and we live like the power and authority that comes from them is too strong. So 
we give in and hide. What a cowardly bunch we are when we have the King of kings who is the 
omnipotent God and sovereign Lord and He has dominion that is to go out from Him. Let us 
wake up to what God has said and let us live upon His Word with a consistency that discerns this 
life rightly. 


