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Romans 8:29a (28-29) 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 49 

Introduction: 

     Open your bibles to Romans chapter number eight. We get to finish up with that one 
little word tonight, ‘foreknown.’ As in the sense of foreknowledge. As we have dealt with in 
the previous message, we spoke about foreknowledge in the sense of the prescient view. 
How that in way whatsoever is this idea even remotely supported by the Scripture or the 
nature of character of God. We also dealt with the matter of foreknowledge as in 
foreordination and that is exactly what foreknowledge means. In this lesson, we are going 
to look at another aspect of foreknowledge from Romans 8. These three verses are the 
dividing ground upon which many people have separated.  
 
     Ms. Helen wrote me a commentary the other day on my phone and that is good. She 
wrote in agreement with Dr. C. I. Scofield from his reference notes in the Scofield Study 
Bible. ‘The divine order of salvation is foreknowledge, election, predestination. 
Foreknowledge determines the election (His foreordination, His choosing, His Love that He 
bestowed upon us). Foreknowledge determines the election or the choice. This is clear 
from 1 Peter 1:2, and predestination is the bringing to pass the completion of election.’1 
That is to make sure, that whom the Lord chose, whom the Lord foreknew, whom the Lord 
elected – predestination guarantees it. This is where we get our eternal security from, 
because it guarantees the work.  
 
     Romans chapter number eight, the entire chapter is about the work of the Holy Spirit, 
fulfilling the eternal purpose of God. You see my friend, God planned this, and He planned 
this because He had a purpose and it was His eternal purpose.  
 
Acts 13:48 
 
48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed.2 

 
__________________________________________                                    
1 C. I. Scofield, Scofield Reference Notes, ‘Scofield Study Bible,’ (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1312. 
 

2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 13:48. 
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     Jesus says, ‘All that the Father gives Me will come to Me.’3 This is the calling found in 
Romans 8:30. Not an external call, but an internal call. Not a general call but that my friend 
is the effectual call, and you cannot fight that. That is when the Holy Spirit comes in and 
births faith and repentance through and by the work of regeneration,4 He makes your dead 
spirit alive and changes your direction. He has changed your mind and He has changed 
your heart. That is the effectual call from John 6 and Romans 8:30.  
 
     However, this all starts with the foreknowledge of God, God’s foreordination. It is not 
prescient as in God looking forward. Furthermore, it is not just general knowledge. We will 
deal with that some in this lesson. We know that this is all part of God’s plan and it is His 
plan because of a purpose.  
 
1 Peter 1:2 

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be 
multiplied.5 

The Apostle Peter states here that we are elect according to the foreknowledge of God. That 
is His foreordination. That is the plan which He established. You see my friend, the entire 
human race was fallen. You do understand that right? God did not have to create Satan, He 
did not have to create non-elect angels. He did not have to allow them to fall. However, God 
had a plan, even in their fall. God did not have to create Adam and Eve with the ability to 
choose and the ability to fall. However, God had a plan in allowing that fall. His plan is His 
eternal purpose to show His glory through a redeemed people that He would save out of 
that fall. It has all been purposed by His foreknowledge. He foreordained it, we are elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God.  

     No, it is not God looking forward as we have already covered. Because God foreknew 
Jesus Christ. Yes, He foreknew His only Son; as a matter of fact He foreknew Him before the 
world began. That does not even mean that God had general knowledge of Him. He 
foreordained Him to be the Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the world. Jesus 
Christ, He was the propitiation, He was the sacrifice, and He was the atonement because of 
God’s fore-ordination. 

__________________________________________                                     
3 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
John 6:37a. 
 
4 Regeneration “Special act of God in which the recipient is passive. God alone awakens the person spiritually 
through the power of His Holy Spirit. Both the OT and NT also speak of the renewing of the individual. In a 
technical sense the act of regeneration takes place at the moment of conversion as the individual is spiritually 
awakened.” Drumm, S., Regeneration: Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary , Ed. C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. 
Bond, E. R. Clendenen, & T. C. Butler, (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1371–1372. 
 
5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Peter 1:2. 
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     Turn to First Peter chapter number one. I realize that most of you here have an 
Authorized Version, the King James. I am going to read this from the NASB, but I will also 
read from the King James to show you a clear point. 
 

• 1 Peter 1:18-20 ‘knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like 
silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He 
was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last 
times for the sake of you.’6 

     Now the King James translates this, ‘Who verily was foreordained before the foundation 
of the world,’7 It is the same word in the original Greek. So the foreknowledge of God is not 
God looking forward. It is foreordination, because He has established a plan for His glory.  
 
     We see here clearly from the Scripture that it was the eternal purpose of God in old 
eternity to foreordain a plan by His Son to redeem a people by His grace for His glory.  God 
did not react to the actions that would unfold in time, because God Himself created time. 
God foreknew / foreordained His Son to be the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of 
the world.  
 
     Someone asked me the question the other day; did Jesus know He was going to go to the 
cross? Boy I really confused them, I said, ‘Yes and No.’ What do you mean? Well you see 
Jesus had two natures when He came as the God-man. He had the divine nature that knew 
all things. He also had a human nature that had to learn just like we do. He had to learn 
Greek, He had to learn Hebrew. He had to learn how to build things like His earthly daddy 
the carpenter. Do you know what else His human nature had to do. ‘One who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.’8 The Lord as the God-man had two natures, 
two in one and they were mot mixed. Some want to teach that the hypostatic-union were 
two natures that were mixed. No my friend they were two total separate natures. 
 
     Did Jesus know that He was going to the cross? When He was twelve years old and He 
said, ‘I must be about My Father’s business.’9 Did He know? I do not know, but His divine 
nature knew. What about when He walked down the river bank of the Jordan and John the 
Baptist looked and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!’10 
__________________________________________                                     
6 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
1 Peter 1:18-20. 
 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Peter 1:20a. 
 
8 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Hebrews 4:15b. 
 
9 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Luke 2:49c. 
 
10 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), John 1:29c-d. 
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     Did Jesus know right then that was going to have to go to the cross? I do not know. His 
divine nature knew but I do not know if His human nature knew and understood yet. I can 
tell you this when Jesus began to tell His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem to suffer 
and be offered up. Peter said not so Lord. Jesus turned to Peter and said ‘Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a hindrance to me.’11 He knew then! Amen! Yes, He knew then what he had 
come for. 

     Turn to the Gospel of John chapter number 18 where Jesus is speaking to Pilate. Did He 
know then? Yes He absolutely did. Did He have foreknowledge of it? He sure did, but was it 
because He looked forward, no it was because His Father ordained it. During His earthly 
ministry, the Lord Jesus Himself validated this truth that foreknowledge was not a reaction 
but all the Sovereign purpose of God. Jesus said in John 18: ‘36 Jesus answered, My 
kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I 
am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.’12 

     Jesus said there is a specific cause I came into the world and it was for this reason I was 
born. Turn to the Gospel of John chapter number ten. Go back just seven chapters, this is 
about a week before He is stating before Pilate. Look at verse number 11, ask yourself did 
He know? Did He have foreknowledge of it? Exactly, He knew what He had come to do! 
 
John 10:11-18 
 

11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
 

12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the 
sheep. 
 

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 
 

14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 
 

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 

16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 
__________________________________________                                   
11 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Matthew 16:23b.  

12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 18:36-37. 
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17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 

18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.13 

     Did He know that He had to go to the cross? You better believe he did! And for the joy 
that was set before Him, He endured the suffering. What was that joy that was set before 
Him? Those that love God, those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He 
did foreknow.14 In the sense of foreordination. Clearly not knowledge in the sense of 
foresight, because if it were the God reacted to the actions of men and John 3:16 would read 
as such. 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he sent his only begotten Son, but 
humanity sacrificed Him, therefore God counted this a payment for 
sin, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” 

     You may be sitting there and thinking how dare him say something like that. Well my 
friend everyone that believes foreknowledge is by prescient foresight; that is exactly what 
they are saying.  That God had to react, change His plan based off the actions of men. No my 
friends, listen to me today, God purposed, foreordained whatsoever comes to pass, 
according to the counsel of His own will, all for His glory. God planned the death of Christ 
by His foreknowledge, which therefore teaches us there is encompassed in that term 
foreordination.  Therefore, when we see “foreknowledge” elsewhere in Scripture we 
conclude it means “foreordination” there as well. 

 
     It was not by foresight, but it was the predetermined counsel of God, and Jesus said for 
this cause my Fathers loves me. Because, this commandment I have received of Him. He is 
saying don’t you understand ‘I am the Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the world.’ 
Because my Father has purposed this in old eternity! I have come for a people! Gabriel even 
told Joseph, ‘and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’15 

And who are His People? Those whom He foreknew. 
 
     Now there are many that will agree that God’s foreknowledge is not the prescient view in 
the sense of God looking forward. However, they will still try to explain it away with the 
statement that ‘maybe God’s foreknowledge is just knowledge in general. Maybe in the 
sense of information, because God had knowledge of all things. Absolutely correct, God 
does have general knowledge of all things, but my friend that is not how that word ‘know’ is 
used.  
__________________________________________                                    
13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 10:11-18. 
 
14 Ibid., Romans 8:29a. 
 
15 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Matthew 1:21. 
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     The term ‘foreknowledge’ also holds with it a synonymous meaning as to being fore 
loved. This term used to describe the foreknowledge God has for Christ and those whom He 
predestined to be conformed to the image of Christ carries with it foreordination; the 
Sovereign decree of God. However, also fore loved; the Sovereign grace of God. The term 
actually implies a predetermined love relationship established by God according to the 
good pleasure of His own will. 
 
     The word “know” is the key.  This is the word gnosis with a pro in the front, prognosis, 
which means to know before.  The word “know,” used so many times in Scripture in so 
many ways, is often used of a love relationship.  Cain knew his wife and she had a child.  
Now that does not mean that he knew who she was or knew her name or where she lived.  
It means he knew her intimately.  
 
     Let me ask you a few questions Church, to validate this point: 
 

1. Did Mary have knowledge of the man Joseph to whom she was betrothed to?  Yes. 
Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?16 

 

     Mary had knowledge of her betrothed husband Joseph, yet she had never known 
him, in the sense of being intimate in a love relationship.  

 
2. Does God have knowledge of every country and all the families of the earth? Yes. 

You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all 
your iniquities.17 

 

     The Omnipotent, Omniscient Sovereign God has complete and full knowledge of 
every nation in the world, including all families. So this must mean something 
different. Context dictates that God is telling Israel the only you have I loved, 
because only you have I chosen and called. 

 

3. Does the Lord Jesus Christ have knowledge of each and every human being that has 
every existed?  Yes, of course He does, the Bible even tells us that He has our days, 
and the hairs of our head numbered. ‘Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity.’18 

 
 
 

__________________________________________  
16 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 1:34. 
 
17 Ibid., Amos 3:2. 
 
18 Ibid., Matthew 7:21-23. 
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     Christ knows all men, everywhere, of all the ages. So this word as used in Genesis, 
Amos, Luke, and Matthew cannot mean knowledge in the sense of general 
information. But it means an intimate relationship of love that has been Sovereignly 
purposed by God.  

 
     Turn to Matthew chapter number 11. Pay attention to this; foreknowledge is not God 
looking forward. Foreknowledge in not information in the sense of general knowledge. 
Foreknowledge, is a foreordained, predetermined love relationship.  
 
Matthew 11:25-27 
 

25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes. 

26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him.19 

     Hold on now, is this knowledge in general? Because Jesus says no man knows the Father. 
The holy angels in heaven, they have general knowledge, they have information of the 
Father do they not? We have general knowledge, information of the Father through and by 
the Word of God. We even have information of the Son.  My friend, that word ‘knoweth’ 
there has nothing to do with knowledge but it has to do with a relationship. 
 
     Furthermore, one cannot know the Father, one cannot be intimate with the Father unless 
the Son reveals Him to you. And the Son reveals the Father to whom? Whosoever, He wills! 
This is not speaking of general knowledge Church, because the entire world has knowledge 
of God; read Romans chapter number one. 
 

     “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, 
in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.”20  

 
     They have knowledge of God because of creation. God say, they know who I am, because 
of creation and for this cause, they are without excuse. They have general knowledge of 
God because of Romans chapter number two, their conscience. 
 
__________________________________________  
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Matthew 11:25-
27. 
 
20 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 1:20. 
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‘For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves: 15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean 
while accusing or else excusing one another;)’21 

     They have knowledge of God through their conscience, whether accusing or excusing 
one another, therefore they are without excuse. Romans chapter number three Paul shows 
us they men have general knowledge of God through the Commandments. They know right 
and wrong. They know it is wrong to kill, wrong steal, it is wrong to cheat and wrong to lie. 
God gave that to you and that is general knowledge. So therefore, they are without excuse. 

     That is how the word ‘foreknowledge’ needs to be understood. It is God’s predetermined 
love relationship with certain people. ‘(For the children being not yet born, neither having 
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works, but of him that calleth;)12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the 
younger.13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.’22 It carries with it 
God’s Sovereign eternal predetermined, foreordained, love relationship, born in the eternal 
counsel of Almighty God. 

     God has chosen in His infinite counsel of wisdom, love, grace and mercy for fore love 
some and pass others over. Now you might have a problem with that, but what you fail to 
realize is that the Sovereign God of all creation had no obligation to fore love and 
foreordain anyone.  

     Nevertheless, I am broken and humbled at this truth, while at the same time I am blessed 
and joyous at this truth. Why? Because God has chosen me.  All for His glory ‘According as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children 
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,6 To the praise of the 
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.’23 

 

 

__________________________________________  
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 2:14-
15. 
 

22 Ibid., Romans 9:11-13. 
 
23 Ibid., Ephesians 1:4-6. 
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    He is my salvation, He is my security, and He is eternal. Always and forever, never fading, 
and love all that are His, loving them all to the end. 
 

Romans 8:28-30 
 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 
29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 
30Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.24 
 

 
     Oh, what Sovereign power, Oh what security, Oh what a Savior. 
 
Once I was straying in sin's dark valley 
No hope within could I see 
They searched through Heaven 
And found a Savior 
To save a poor lost soul like me. 
 
Chorus 
Oh, what a Savior, oh hallelujah 
His heart was broken on Calvary 
His hands were nail scarred 
His side was riven 
He gave His life-blood for even me.25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
24 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-30 
 
25Cathedrals, Oh What a Savior, (2000) Date Accessed: February 1, 2018.  
https://www.elyrics.net/read/c/cathedrals-lyrics/oh-what-a-savior-lyrics.html. 
 

https://www.elyrics.net/read/c/cathedrals-lyrics/oh-what-a-savior-lyrics.html
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