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Our church covenant includes this phrase in the third paragraph: “We also agree, with God’s assistance 
to pray in our families17”. We established that the basis of productive biblical human society is a union 
by God of two individuals of the opposite sex in marriage, who as man (a male/husband) and woman (a 
female/wife) along with their offspring (male and female children), can together take dominion, and be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish, and subdue in the earth. The biblical family government of 
husband, wife, and children is then critical to the visible church, for family members become church 
members and church members form the church. 
 
1 Peter 3:7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving 
honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace 
of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 
 
7a Likewise, ye husbands... 
 
Peter uses the same term “likewise” here that he used with the wives, referring to Jesus Christ as the 
example for the husbands as he is for the wives. 
 

1 Peter 2:21-23 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered , he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 

 
A husband then is to suffer like Jesus Christ. Not sinning, not speaking lies or deceit, not being hateful, 
not threatening, but committing himself, his words, and his actions to God. A husband cannot be Jesus 
Christ. He can only strive to be like Jesus Christ. It would do well for both husbands and wives to 
remember that husbands are following an example. They are not the example. 
 
7b Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 
 
Knowledge of her origin and role as help meet. 
 

Genesis 2:15-24 15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it 
and to keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 19 And out of the ground the LORD 
God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he 
would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. 20 And 
Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there 
was not found an help meet for him. 21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he 
slept : and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the 
LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 23 And Adam 
said , This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man. 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

 
Before the fall, before the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was consumed, there was 
work for the man to do and he was found inadequate for that work (of fulfilling the “creation mandate”), 
so God created woman from man as “an help meet for him”, and they together, as “one flesh”, are 
adequate to the work. The idea that singleness (whether man or woman) is okay outside of a family unit, 
without the pursuit of marriage, in the current human society, is a recipe for fruitlessness and failure. 
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Knowledge of the marriage relationship as God intended. 
 

Matthew 19:4-8 4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read , that he which made 
them at the beginning made them male and female, 5 And said , For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 6 
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together , let 
not man put asunder . 7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of 
divorcement, and to put her away ? 8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your 
hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 

 
Divorce came because of sin. Sin hardens the heart. Therefore, if the husband is following the example 
of Jesus Christ, “who did no sin”, then divorce is not a go-to option for Christians and it is husbands’ 
responsibility to suffer and to sacrifice to keep their marriage intact.  
 
Knowledge of and care for her physical needs. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:3-4 3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also 
the wife unto the husband. 4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and 
likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.  

 
Yes, in context, Paul is writing to the Corinthians about sex, the procreative act, and the word translated 
“benevolence” in the KJV means “good will” or “kindness”. And husbands and wives should care for one 
another sexually. But the deeper knowledge that the husband needs to have here is not just that his 
body belongs to his wife and that her body belongs to him, but that God is the owner of both his and his 
wife’s bodies. Her body is a gift to him. His body is a gift to her. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

 
God, who owns our physical bodies, has given the husband’s body in marriage to the wife and the wife’s 
body in marriage to the husband. Therefore, a husband’s desire ought to be to please his wife, to care for 
her body as if it were his own body. They are “one flesh” after all. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:32-33 32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried 
careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33 But he that is 
married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife. 

 
And unless we fall into the trap of thinking that being married is somehow less spiritual than being 
single, remember the creation mandate. The husband “careth for the things that are of the world” not in 
the sense that “the world” is some evil thing to be avoided, but rather that it is “the world” that God 
created to be “very good” that he and his wife are to take dominion over through being fruitful and 
multiplying and replenishing and subduing. The husband who fails to care for his wife, sexually, 
physically, or otherwise, is condemned by God. 
 

1 Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, 
he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. 
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Knowledge of her role as his glory and their equality in God. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:7-12 7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the 
image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. 8 For the man is not of the 
woman; but the woman of the man. 9 Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the 
man. 10 For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels. 11 Nevertheless 
neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord. 12 For as the 
woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things of God. 

 
The wife is the glory of her husband. The husband looks on the wife as Jesus Christ looks upon the 
church, his bride, “that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the 
glory of God”. As the visible church is the glory of Jesus Christ on earth, and the invisible church is the 
glory of God in Heaven, so is the wife the glory of man in marriage. And yet, though the woman is 
created for the man, for his glory, she and he are equal in God. 
 
John Gill on 1 Corinthians 11:11  Nevertheless, neither is the man without the woman This is said, partly to 
repress the pride and insolence of man, that he might not be too much elated with himself, and his superiority 
over the woman, and look with any degree of disdain and contempt upon her, and treat her with indifference and 
neglect; and partly to comfort the woman, that she might not be dejected with the condition and circumstances in 
which she was, since the one is not without the other; nor can they be so truly comfortable and happy, as 
not the man without the woman, who was made for an help meet for him,  so neither the woman without the man 
in the Lord. The phrase "in the Lord" is added, to show that it is the will of God, and according to his 
ordination and appointment, that the one should not be without the other; or it may design that lawful 
conjunction and copulation, of one man and one woman together, according to the will of the Lord, which 
distinguishes it from all other impure mixtures and copulations. The Arabic version reads it, "in the religion of the 
Lord"; and the sense is, that the one is not without the other in religious worship, and in the enjoyment of 
religious privileges; that though the woman may not pray publicly and expound the Scriptures, yet she may join in 
prayer, and hear the word preached, sing the praises of God, and enjoy all ordinances; for in Christ no distinction 
of sex is regarded, men and women are all one in him, and equally regenerated, justified, and pardoned, and will 
be glorified together. 
 
Knowledge of her spiritual needs and his role as her instructor and guide. 
 

1 Corinthians 14:34-35 34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 
35 And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church. 

 
1 Timothy 2:11-15 11 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 12 But I suffer not a 
woman to teach , nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 13 For Adam was 
first formed , then Eve. 14 And Adam was not deceived , but the woman being deceived was in the 
transgression. 15 Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity 
and holiness with sobriety. 
 

In our current society, these verses are an affront to the “equal rights” movement and as a result, some 
churches have rejected the plain teaching of scripture and have unlawfully ordained women to preach 
and teach, in an effort to meet the felt needs of their members. While it would be easy to condemn such 
things, consider why it is happening: Many Christian men are not taking their God-given role of 
spiritual authority in the family seriously, are not answering their wives’ questions, and are not meeting 
their wives’ and children’s spiritual needs. Men, not women, are the root of the problem. Men, not 
women, are abdicating their roles as husbands in their families and as leaders in their churches. Does 
the current society reinforce this? Yes, but it does not alleviate the responsibility of men. 
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Knowledge of his position of headship. 
 

Ephesians 5:21-33 21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 22 Wives, submit 
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the 
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.  

 
This is not the battering ram of marriage. This is not the weapon to be brandished when disagreements 
between husband and wife arise. This is direction to husbands to be like Jesus Christ, to follow his 
example of love and sacrifice, to give themselves up like he did for the church.  
 
Knowledge of his responsibility to love and self-sacrifice. 
 

Ephesians 5:25-33 25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish. 28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and 
of his bones. 31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, 
and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife 
see that she reverence her husband. 

 
Husbands are to make it easy for their wives to submit unto their family headship. A wife who is joyfully 
submissive to her husband because he is like her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, is a beautiful thing of 
great price unto God. It is the husband who makes that possible by loving her as he loves himself, as 
Jesus Christ loves the church. 
 
Knowledge that his marriage is not he and his wife alone. 
 

Colossians 3:18-25 18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 19 
Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all 
things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be 
discouraged. 22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 23 And whatsoever ye do , do it heartily, as to 
the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons. 

 
Husbands who love their wives without bitterness are directing their wives (and their children) not to 
themselves, but to Jesus Christ, who loved the church in that way, giving everything up for her.  
 
Husbands, to “dwell with them according to knowledge” is no small task. God has called you to be a 
husband to glorify him, to follow the example of his Son, Jesus Christ, to know and to act accordingly 
upon your knowledge of: the origin of her role as help meet; your marriage to her as God intended; how 
you must care for her physical needs; her role as your glory but your equality with her in God; her 
spiritual needs and your role as her spiritual instructor and guide; your responsibility of headship over 
her; your responsibility to love her and self-sacrifice for her; and your marriage is not about you and 
your wife alone, with God and for God’s glory. 


