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The Meaning of “Adoption”

Adoption = “huiothesia” in Greek

From “huios” (son) and “tithemi”

(to place)
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The Meaning of “Adoption”

In the Old Testament, the notion

of adoption is noticeably absent 

from the law and practice.

Possible exceptions:

Pharaoh’s daughter & Moses

Mordecai & Esther

David & Mephibosheth
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The Meaning of “Adoption”

God as Father was seen….

In a creative sense

In a national sense

In a metaphorical sense

But not personally as in the N.T.
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“Adoption” in the New Testament

It’s often overlooked

Yet it’s the goal of salvation!

See Eph. 1:3-5

See Gal. 4:4-5  
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“Adoption” in Paul’s Setting

We do encounter the idea in our 

modern sense 

e.g. Julius Caesar & Octavian

e.g. Vespasian & Josephus
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“Adoption” in Paul’s Setting

Paul speaks of adoption in the 

sense of a minor child coming 

of age and enjoying the privilege

of sonship.

It was practiced by the Jews

It was practiced by the Greeks

It was practiced by the Romans
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“Adoption” in Paul’s Setting

This is precisely the idea in Gal. 4

Redemption isn’t so much freedom

from sin as from elemental things

Whether Jews under the Law or 

Gentiles under paganism, both were

captive to an “elemental” system
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“Adoption” in Paul’s Setting

Note that we are marked out as God’s

children by election

Yet only through faith in Christ do 

we receive this “adoption”, having 

been freed from elemental things

Note the “objective” side of adoption,

received through union with Christ
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“Adoption” as God’s End Game

Note the “filial” setting of Adam &

Eve in Eden

This was lost in the Fall

In Christ we’re restored to our

original state!

See it in the Prodigal of Luke 15


