
Distinctions From Romans 13:
God distributes positions of authority to His creatures and gives those positions to whom 

He pleases. Those that exist in those positions have been instituted by God Himself. Those 
people in these positions are to be a terror to bad and a servant for the good. As a whole these 
people are God’s deacons that come from God. All this then doesn’t mean that every governing 
authority figure is to be a Christian. Nor does this mean that if they are not Christian they cannot 
do good in the governmental sphere of life. Here are 4 distinctions that follow…  

1) If a governing authority is not Christian and rules in an unjust and wicked way then 
that doesn’t mean that God is not sovereign over this ruler and their actions. Nor does this mean 
that God cannot work injustice and wickedness for His good, though that redemptive purpose 
must be distinguished from His purpose within the general world. If a ruler rules unjustly when 
they are to rule for the good then they will face God’s justice for their disobedience. This also 
doesn’t mean that these authorities are to be obeyed when how they rule goes against what God 
determines as just, whether explicitly or implicitly by principle, which is to be known through 
the filter of His law. This also doesn’t mean that we should expect, because of original sin, that 
this authority figure should obey God and rule in a way that is in line with His law. The natural 
human being has no ability to obey God’s law. Even though this is the case for all of humanity, 
God can cause someone to act in a way that is in obedience to His law, especially in this context 
of judicial law even when that person is an unbeliever. Also, just because this authority figure is 
not a Christian does that mean that a Christian civilian shouldn’t speak up about their unjust 
rule? They should speak up. That is their duty actually as the law of God and humanity’s 
disobedience of it is to bring about a knowledge of sin. Speaking up against the unjust rule from 
an unbeliever is one way by which this knowledge of sin can happen as its judicial context can 
reveal the moral context, which illuminates God’s law in a practical way. Lastly, this person 
should be prayed for, for God to save them. When they are saved they can then bring reform to 
their ways and be a deacon for good in their authoritative position.

2) If a governing authority is not Christian, but rules in a just and good way then that 
doesn’t mean that we human beings are good by nature and are able to do good freely in a way 
that pleases God in a redemptive way. Without faith it is impossible to please God and an 
unbeliever has no faith. God can cause unbelievers to do good in the world by His common non-
saving grace for the good of His whole purpose. So when an authority figure rules, in part or in 
whole, in a way that lines up with God’s law then it shows that he is God’s deacon for good. This 
is a judicial good for the world in general. Here the Christian is to obey the authority even when 
the authority is an unbeliever. Also, does this mean that a Christian civilian shouldn’t say 
anything about the governing authority’s unbelief or bring them the gospel just because they are 
ruling in a just and good way? Of course not. The Christian’s main duty in the world is to 
proclaim the gospel to all unbelievers no matter who they are or what they do. Lastly, this person 
should be prayed for, for God to save them, so that, in one way, they can recognize their position 
of authority that has been given by God and the gravity of their authority where they now know 
that the good they are supposed to rule by is God’s good, the good, His law. This they would be 
able to see then with their new heart that’s been recreated by God alone.  

3) If a governing authority is a Christian, but rules in an unjust and wicked way then, for 
one, that should be a place to question whether that person is truly Christian, but also it is a place 
where Christians are not obligated to obey, just because that person is a Christian. No matter who 



the person is, if they say you are to do something that goes against God and His will then they 
must not be obeyed. Also this person needs to be warned and called to repentance, so that they 
can rule in a way that honors their God and is for good in His world. 

4) If a governing authority is a Christian and rules in a just and good way then praise 
God! Be thankful that God is a gracious God who can redeem anyone and put anyone wherever 
He wants to work out His purpose whether they are a President of a country or a garbage man. It 
is a blessing when God’s general purpose in the world combines with His redemptive purpose in 
the world. 

One more point of distinction to make more clear. How are we to distinguish between 
God’s redemptive purpose in the world and God’s general purpose in the world when it comes to 
how the role of governing authorities? Every governing authority is a servant of God for the 
good. Though this plays are part in God working ALL things for the good of those who are 
loving Him in the broader redemptive purpose there is more of a distinction to be made in this 
specific governmental authority context in general. Whether they rule justly or unjustly in light 
of God’s law God will use what they do, but this governmental position and use of authority 
must be more recognized in the context of the general purpose of God in the world. Following 
the 4 distinctions made earlier those who rule unjustly will answer to God for what they’ve done. 
For those who rule justly, praise God for His common grace if that person of authority isn’t a 
Christian and praise God for His saving grace if they are a Christian. But ALL governmental 
authority have an obligation before God to be a terror to bad and to rule for the good. In this they 
are held responsible before God. Everyone has the law of God written on their heart and a 
conscience that bears witness to that. No one is without excuse. Because of this the authority 
figure who rules unjustly in disobedience to God’s law is without excuse before God and will be 
held accountable for what they’ve done. 

As these distinctions need to be seen and reflected upon in our day, Lord, cause your 
church to do so with clarity. Amen.


