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Foothills Christian Assembly Sermon February 16, 2020  
Luke 15: 1 – 7 “Heaven’s Joy - Part 1” 

 
1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And the 

Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So 
He spoke this parable to them, saying: 4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost 
until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he 
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep which was lost!' 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 
8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the 
house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends and 
neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!' 10 Likewise, I 
say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And 
not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there 
wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe 
famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of 
that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his 
stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to 
himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I 
perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like 
one of your hired servants." ' 20 And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great 
way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 
And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.' 22 But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put 
it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and 
kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.' And they began to be merry. 25 Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and 
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked 
what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he has 
received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.' 28 But he was angry and would 
not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and said to his 
father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at 
any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But 
as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the 
fatted calf for him.' 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 
32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, 
and was lost and is found.' " 

I. Introduction 
a. Today’s sermon: Luke 15: 1 – 7 “Heaven’s Joy -Part 1” 

i. V1-3 Setting - today 
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ii. V4-7 Parable of the Lost Sheep - today 
iii. V8-10 Parable of the Lost Coin – next week 
iv. Questions to know, love and obey God 

II. The setting v1-3 
a. 1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And 

the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives sinners and 
eats with them." 3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 

b. All the tax collectors and sinners drew near to Jesus v1 
i. This introduction emphasizes Christ’s gracious teaching and healings had 

moved the hearts of the off-scouring of Jewish society. Sinners and tax 
collectors include all manner of persons scorned and rejected by the 
Jewish leaders. The “righteous” scribes and Pharisees were too pure to 
be near to such sinners. 

1. Bock “The setting involves a crowd, which is significant since the 
previous scene also included a crowd. The tax collectors and 
sinners here receive special attention in one of three Lucan texts 
where these two groups are paired (Luke 5:30,  Luke 7:34). 
Sinners were perceived as forfeiting their relationship to God 
because of a lifestyle unfaithful to God’s law. The tax collector 
also was not respected …It was these “reprobates” who were 
drawing near to Jesus. Jesus’ popularity is highlighted by the 
exaggerated note that “all” (πάντες, pantes) the tax collectors and 
sinners are drawing near to him.”1 

2. The Good Shepherd has come “to seek and to save that which was 
lost” (Lk 19:10), and the lost sheep are beginning to hear Him. 

ii. This group (tax collectors and sinners) likely represents a mix of  
1. Jews who were considered outcasts by the Jewish leaders 
2. Gentile sinners 
3. Henry “The publicans, who collected the tribute paid to the 

Romans, were perhaps some of them bad men, but they were all 
industriously put into an ill name, because of the prejudices of the 
Jewish nation against their office. They are sometimes ranked 
with harlots (Mt. 21:32); here and elsewhere with sinners, such as 
were openly vicious, that traded with harlots, known rakes. Some 
think that the sinners here meant were heathen, and that Christ 
was now on the other side Jordan, or in Galilee of the Gentiles.”2 

iii. Why?  “To hear Him” 
1. Henry “They drew near to him, being afraid of drawing nearer 

than just to come within hearing. They drew near to him, not, as 
some did, to solicit for cures, but to hear his excellent doctrine. 

                                                        
1 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1298). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 
2 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged 
in one volume (p. 1877). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
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Note, in all our approaches to Christ we must have this in our eye, 
to hear him; to hear the instructions he gives us, and his answers 
to our prayers.”3 

c. The Pharisees and scribes complained v2 
i. Why? “This man receives sinners and eats with them” 
ii. The manmade system of apostate Judaism rears its ugly head again.  

1. Bock “Jesus does not share the separatist mentality of the scribes 
and Pharisees (Mark 2:15 = Luke 5:32; 19:10). He is interested in 
befriending such undesirables, regardless of what others may 
think. His rationale is simple: he wishes to draw them to God.”4 

2. How might you be like the Pharisees in this regard? 
3. How are you like Jesus in this event? 

d. In response to this, Jesus tells the 3 parables in Luke 15 
i. V3 “So He spoke this parable to them, saying:” 

1. Parable of the Lost Sheep v4-7 
2. Parable of the Lost Coin v8-10 
3. Parable of the Prodigal Son v11-32 

ii. So, the purpose of these parables arises out of the Pharisees criticizing 
Jesus for having table fellowship with “sinners”. So, this helps us see the 
near-meaning of the parables. The outcast sinners and tax collectors are 
compared to the heightened value of the lost sheep and the lost coin. 

1. Bock “Jesus responds to the criticism with a multifaceted picture 
told in three parallel parables. An inherent unity exists in what 
Jesus will say in these parables. The parable is told to “them” 
(αὐτούς, autous), clearly a reference to the grumbling Pharisees 
and scribes. Jesus is responding primarily to their complaint, but 
also to the crowds, who are potential beneficiaries of God’s 
grace.”5 

III. Parable of the Lost Sheep v4-7 
a. 4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not 

leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until 
he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 
And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to 
them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!' 7 I say to you 
that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.” 

b. The rhetorical question “What man of you…” 
i. This is a story about a man who is a shepherd and what he would 

naturally do if he lost a sheep. 
                                                        
3 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged 
in one volume (p. 1877). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
4 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1299). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 
5 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1299). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 
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c. A shepherd keeping sheep “having a hundred sheep” 
i. So, the parable begins with all 100 sheep safely within the care of the 

shepherd. 
ii. The “one sinner who repents” summary statement helps us understand 

this. Jesus is referring to these tax collectors and sinners who had been 
abandoned by the leaders of Israel, who as shepherds should have gone 
after them, but instead rejected them when they failed: “good riddance” 

d. The shepherd loses one sheep “if he loses one of them” 
i. Henry “The case of a sinner that goes on in sinful ways. He is like a lost 

sheep, a sheep gone astray; he is lost to God, who has not the honour 
and service he should have from him; lost to the flock, which has not 
communion with him; lost to himself: he knows not where he is, wanders 
endlessly, is continually exposed to the beasts of prey, subject to frights 
and terrors, from under the shepherd’s care, and wanting the green 
pastures; and he cannot of himself find the way back to the fold.”6 

ii. The shepherd’s heart is kindled for the jeopardy of his sheep. 
e. The shepherd searches for the lost sheep 

i. Leaves the 99 other sheep in the wilderness 
1. These 99 are not abandoned. This wilderness is like a meadow 

pasture. 
a. Bock “In the story, he comes up one short. In all likelihood, 

if this was a typical search, he left the ninety-nine with 
someone to protect them and went out to look for the 
missing animal.”7 

ii. Goes after the one sheep which is lost 
1. This shepherd is focused upon finding this sheep. His heart and 

mind and skills are attuned to this one task. 
2. Henry  “In finding it out. He follows it, enquiring after it, and 

looking about for it, until he finds it. God follows backsliding 
sinners with the calls of his word and the strivings of his Spirit, 
until at length they are wrought upon to think of returning.”8 

iii. Until he finds it 
1. Note the perseverance of the shepherd. This work will be done 

not until the shepherd is tired, or discouraged, or frustrated, but 
until one thing: “Until He finds it” 

f. The shepherd finds the lost sheep 
i. He lays it on his shoulders 

                                                        
6 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged 
in one volume (p. 1877). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
7 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1300). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 
8 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged 
in one volume (p. 1877). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
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1. Note the tender care and continued exertion of love toward this 
lost sheep. No mention of correcting the sheep or complaining 
toward the sheep. The first act upon finding is to embrace the 
sheep, lift it upon his shoulder to safety and rest. 

2. Henry “Though he finds it weary, and perhaps worried and worn 
away with its wanderings, and not able to bear being driven 
home, yet he does not leave it to perish, and say, It is not worth 
carrying home; but lays it on his shoulders, and, with a great deal 
of tenderness and labour, brings it to the fold.”9 

ii. Rejoicing 
1. Note the heart of the shepherd. No grumbling. No complaining. 

Rejoicing that his search is successful, that the sheep is now safe 
upon his strong and loving shoulders.  

2. Note the rejoicing of the shepherd begins upon placing the of the 
sheep upon his shoulders. 

g. The shepherd carries the lost sheep home 
i. Henry “This is very applicable to the great work of our redemption. 

Mankind were gone astray, Isa. 53:6. The value of the whole race to God 
was not so much as that of one sheep to him that had a hundred; what 
loss would it have been to God if they had all been left to perish? There is 
a world of holy angels that are as the ninety-nine sheep, a noble flock; yet 
God sends his Son to seek and save that which was lost, ch. 19:10. Christ 
is said to gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 
denoting his pity and tenderness towards poor sinners; here he is said to 
bear them upon his shoulders, denoting the power wherewith he 
supports and bears them up; those can never perish whom he carries 
upon his shoulders.”10 

ii. Such a beautiful description of the Christian life. Could you describe your 
walk with Christ as a resting upon His Shoulders? 

h. The shepherd calls all his friends and neighbors together for a party 
i. “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!” 
ii. The shepherd’s rejoicing cannot and will not be contained within himself. 

He calls all his friends and neighbors for a gathering in order to celebrate 
the return of this one sheep. A party for a single straying sheep. Think of 
it. Sounds like the party itself would cost the shepherd more than the 
worth of the sheep itself, thus imbuing this sheep with worth beyond 
understanding. 

iii. Henry “he calls his friends and neighbours, the shepherds that keep their 
flocks about him, saying, Rejoice with me. Perhaps among the pastoral 

                                                        
9 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged 
in one volume (p. 1877). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
10 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and 
unabridged in one volume (p. 1877). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
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songs which the shepherds used to sing there was one for such an 
occasion as this, of which these words might be the burden, Rejoice with 
me, for I have found my sheep which was lost; whereas they never sung, 
Rejoice with me, for I have lost none. Observe, he calls it his sheep, 
though a stray, a wandering sheep. He has a right to it (all souls are 
mine), and he will claim his own, and recover his right; therefore he looks 
after it himself: I have found it; he did not send a servant, but his own 
Son, the great and good Shepherd, who will find what he seeks, and will 
be found of those that seek him not.”11 

i. Jesus gives His emphasis for this parable 
i. Joys of heaven compared 
ii. The greater joy: one sinner who repents 

1. Jesus wants us to know that heaven can see what is happening 
here on earth.  

2. The joy mentioned is ascribed to all of heaven. Who is in heaven? 
3. Hebrews 12:22-24 “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 

city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable 
company of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to 
the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of 
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks 
better things than that of Abel.” 

a. The Triune God, innumerable angels, all the saints from all 
history (even those still on earth now), emphasis upon 
Christ the Mediator. 

4. This great company in perfection watches the work of Christ the 
Shepherd in this earth, rescuing sinners, with unbroken thrill upon 
thrill, and endless ovations of His matchless grace. 

iii. The lesser joy: 99 just persons who need no repentance 
1. Bock “Jesus’ application of the parable emphasizes the shared joy 

and heaven’s perspective: the repentance of one sinner is a cause 
for joy in heaven. Heaven is compared to the shepherd and his 
neighbors who rejoice at the recovery of the lost sheep.20 In fact, 
the discovery of the lost sinner is the cause of even greater joy 
than the “righteousness” of the ninety-nine. The comparative 
remark is rhetorical and recalls the picture of 5:31–32, where 
some are said not to need a physician. The leadership also needs a 
physician and needs to repent, but its failure to recognize that 
makes it unreachable (also Mark 2:17). “12 

IV. Questions to know, love and obey God 
                                                        
11 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and 
unabridged in one volume (p. 1877). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
12 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1302). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 


