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1 Corinthians 4:1-2   
 
1a  Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God.   
 
Who are “us” and “the ministers of Christ” Paul is referring to? Paul and Apollos, the ministers 
to the congregation of God at Corinth. (And broadly applicable to all ministers in all 
congregations). 
 

1 Corinthians 3:5-11  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?  6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase.  7  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but 
God that giveth the increase.  8  Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and 
every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.  9  For we are 
labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.  10  According to 
the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and 
another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.  11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Minister: (Strong’s) hupēretēs a derivative of eressō (to row) an under oarsman, that is, 
subordinate (assistant, sexton, constable): minister, officer, servant. 
 
Ministry: (Strong’s) diakonia attendance (as a servant, etc.); figuratively (charitable) aid, 
(official) service (especially of the Christian teacher, or technically of the deacon): - (ad-) 
minister (-ing, -tration, -try), office, relief, service (-ing). 
 
The minister of Christ is a servant of Christ. Ministers are not professionals. Ministry is not a 
profession. There is no educational degree, no professional certification, for the minister of 
Christ. A servant is bound to his (or her) master, often for life. Wages, if given, are not owed, but 
rather bestowed as a gift of love. To be a minister is to be in a place of humility before the one 
you serve. 
 

Matthew 20:25-28  But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the 
Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon 
them.  26  But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let 
him be your minister;  27  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant:  28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many. 

 
What accountability do “the ministers of Christ” have unto men? 
 

1 Corinthians 3:21-23  Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are 
yours;  22  Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come; all are yours;  23  And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 
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Though they are “the ministers of Christ” and are first accountable to Christ, they are to draw no 
glory to themselves (or persuade others to do so), but are to point their fellow men to Christ and 
therefore, “all things”, including the ministers who minister to them, “are yours” in the 
congregation of God. The accountability to men is through Christ, not directly, for every 
minister is called to obey God first. 
 

Acts 5:29  Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men. 

 
Every minister of Christ is called to glorify God (not men or self) through Jesus Christ. 
 

1 Peter 4:11  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let 
him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
1b  Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries 
of God.   
 
Stewards: (Strong’s) oikonomos a house distributor (that is, manager), or overseer, that is, 
an employee in that capacity; by extension a fiscal agent (treasurer); figuratively a preacher 
(of the Gospel): chamberlain, governor, steward. 
 
Stewards are those who oversee the day-to-day activity within a household.   
 

Luke 12:42-43  And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his 
lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due 
season?  43  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so 
doing. 

 
Neither the house or the household belong to the steward, but it is the steward’s responsibility to 
care for the house and household. The ministers of Christ of are the stewards of God’s household 
and they “give them their portion of meat in due season” through the revelation of “the 
mysteries of God” in the gospel message. The gospel is sustaining spiritual food that grows the 
congregation of God. 
 

Ephesians 2:19-22  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God;  20  And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  21  In whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  22  In whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

 
What is the ministry of the minister of Christ? The minister of Christ ministers to the 
congregation of God by preaching the gospel, the mystery of Jesus Christ, from the scriptures. 
 

Romans 16:25-27  Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and 
the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept 
secret since the world began,  26  But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the 
prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all 
nations for the obedience of faith:  27  To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for 
ever. Amen. 
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The mystery of predestination in Jesus Christ. 
 

Ephesians 1:8-12  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence;  9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:  10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth; even in him:  11  In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will:  12  That we should be to the praise of his 
glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

 
 
The mystery of the purpose of Jesus Christ. 
 

Ephesians 3:7-12  Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God 
given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all 
saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ;  9  And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  10  To the 
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God,  11  According to the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:  12  In whom we have boldness and access with 
confidence by the faith of him. 

 
The mystery of hope and perfection in Jesus Christ. 
 

Colossians 1:25-28  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God 
which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;  26  Even the mystery which hath been 
hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  27  To whom God 
would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:  28  Whom we preach, warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus: 

 
The minister of Christ is a steward of the mysteries of Jesus Christ for the household of God and 
is accountable to God and to the congregation of God for the labor of ministry and stewardship. 
 

1 Peter 4:10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

 
2  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 
 
What is it that “stewards of the mysteries of God” must be faithful in or to? 
 

1 Timothy 3:2-7  A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, 
of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;  3  Not given to wine, no striker, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;  4  One that ruleth well his own 
house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;  5  (For if a man know not how to rule 
his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)  6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up 
with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.  7  Moreover he must have a good report of 
them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 
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Titus 1:5-9  For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:  6  If any be blameless, the 
husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.  7  For a bishop 
must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no 
striker, not given to filthy lucre;  8  But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, 
holy, temperate;  9  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 
 

The minister of Christ and steward of God is to be faithful in all areas of life: congregation, 
family, friends, public and the measure of all those areas is the living and written word of God, 
revealed in the scriptures. 
 

2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 
Philippians 2:16  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that 
I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

 
The “word of truth” and the “word of life” are the measures of “the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God” in both their words and their actions. It is how they are held 
accountable for their ministry. 


