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Week 6 – Wrath 
Book	recommendation:	John	Frame,	Doctrine	of	God	
	
Introduction	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Yes,	many	there	are	who	turn	away	from	a	vision	of	God’s	wrath	as	though	they	were	called	to	
look	upon	some	blotch	in	the	divine	character	or	some	blot	upon	the	divine	government.	But	
what	saith	the	Scriptures?	As	we	turn	to	them	we	find	that	God	has	made	no	attempt	to	
conceal	the	facts	concerning	His	wrath.	He	is	not	ashamed	to	make	it	known	that	vengeance	
and	fury	belong	unto	Him.	His	own	challenge	is:	See	now	that	I,	even	I,	am	He,	and	there	is	no	
god	with	Me:	I	kill,	and	I	make	alive;	I	wound,	and	I	heal;	neither	is	there	any	that	can	deliver	
out	of	My	hand.	For	I	lift	up	My	hand	to	heaven,	and	say,	I	live	forever.	If	I	whet	My	glittering	
sword,	and	Mine	hand	take	hold	on	judgment;	I	will	render	vengeance	to	Mine	enemies,	and	
will	reward	them	that	hate	Me	(Deu	32:39-41).		(AW	Pink,	The	Attributes	of	God,	p75)	
	
What	Does	This	Attribute	Mean?		
	
Definition:	
We	turn	to	my	1931	Webster’s	Dictionary:	

• Wrath	=	violent	anger	or	indignation	
• Anger	=	excessive	emotion	or	passion	aroused	by	a	sense	of	injury	or	wrong	

	
	
	
	
	
Biblical	Definition:		
Ex.	32:1	When	the	people	saw	that	Moses	delayed	to	come	down	from	the	mountain,	the	
people	gathered	themselves	together	to	Aaron	and	said	to	him,	“Up,	make	us	gods	who	shall	go	
before	us.	As	for	this	Moses,	the	man	who	brought	us	up	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	we	do	not	
know	what	has	become	of	him.”	2	So	Aaron	said	to	them,	“Take	off	the	rings	of	gold	that	are	in	
the	ears	of	your	wives,	your	sons,	and	your	daughters,	and	bring	them	to	me.”	3	So	all	the	
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people	took	off	the	rings	of	gold	that	were	in	their	ears	and	brought	them	to	Aaron.	4	And	he	
received	the	gold	from	their	hand	and	fashioned	it	with	a	graving	tool	and	made	a	golden	calf.	
And	they	said,	“These	are	your	gods,	O	Israel,	who	brought	you	up	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt!”	5	
When	Aaron	saw	this,	he	built	an	altar	before	it.	And	Aaron	made	a	proclamation	and	said,	
“Tomorrow	shall	be	a	feast	to	the	LORD.”	6	And	they	rose	up	early	the	next	day	and	offered	
burnt	offerings	and	brought	peace	offerings.	And	the	people	sat	down	to	eat	and	drink	and	rose	
up	to	play.	7	And	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“Go	down,	for	your	people,	whom	you	brought	up	
out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	have	corrupted	themselves.	8	They	have	turned	aside	quickly	out	of	
the	way	that	I	commanded	them.	They	have	made	for	themselves	a	golden	calf	and	have	
worshiped	it	and	sacrificed	to	it	and	said,	‘These	are	your	gods,	O	Israel,	who	brought	you	up	
out	of	the	land	of	Egypt!’”	9	And	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“I	have	seen	this	people,	and	behold,	
it	is	a	stiff-necked	people.	10	Now	therefore	let	me	alone,	that	my	wrath	may	burn	hot	against	
them	and	I	may	consume	them,	in	order	that	I	may	make	a	great	nation	of	you.”		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Heb.	10:26	For	if	we	go	on	sinning	deliberately	after	receiving	the	knowledge	of	the	truth,	there	
no	longer	remains	a	sacrifice	for	sins,	27	but	a	fearful	expectation	of	judgment,	and	a	fury	of	fire	
that	will	consume	the	adversaries.	28	Anyone	who	has	set	aside	the	law	of	Moses	dies	without	
mercy	on	the	evidence	of	two	or	three	witnesses.	29	How	much	worse	punishment,	do	you	
think,	will	be	deserved	by	the	one	who	has	trampled	underfoot	the	Son	of	God,	and	has	
profaned	the	blood	of	the	covenant	by	which	he	was	sanctified,	and	has	outraged	the	Spirit	of	
grace?	30	For	we	know	him	who	said,	“Vengeance	is	mine;	I	will	repay.”	And	again,	“The	Lord	
will	judge	his	people.”	31	It	is	a	fearful	thing	to	fall	into	the	hands	of	the	living	God.	
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Psa.	50:22	“Mark	this,	then,	you	who	forget	God,	lest	I	tear	you	apart,	and	there	be	none	to	
deliver!	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Col.	3:5	Put	to	death	therefore	what	is	earthly	in	you:	sexual	immorality,	impurity,	passion,	evil	
desire,	and	covetousness,	which	is	idolatry.	6	On	account	of	these	the	wrath	of	God	is	coming.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Jonathan	Edwards	–	Sinners	in	the	Hands	of	an	Angry	God:	
The	bow	of	God’s	wrath	is	bent,	and	the	arrow	made	ready	on	the	string,	and	justice	bends	the	
arrow	at	your	heart,	and	strains	the	bow,	and	it	is	nothing	but	the	mere	pleasure	of	God,	and	
that	of	an	angry	God,	without	any	promise	or	obligation	at	all,	that	keeps	the	arrow	one	
moment	from	being	made	drunk	with	your	blood.	Thus	all	you	that	never	passed	under	a	great	
change	of	heart,	by	the	mighty	power	of	the	Spirit	of	God	upon	your	souls;	all	you	that	were	
never	born	again,	and	made	new	creatures,	and	raised	from	being	dead	in	sin,	to	a	state	of	
new,	and	before	altogether	unexperienced	light	and	life,	are	in	the	hands	of	an	angry	God.	
However	you	may	have	reformed	your	life	in	many	things,	and	may	have	had	religious	
affections,	and	may	keep	up	a	form	of	religion	in	your	families	and	closets,	and	in	the	house	of	
God,	it	is	nothing	but	his	mere	pleasure	that	keeps	you	from	being	this	moment	swallowed	up	
in	everlasting	destruction.	
	
O	sinner!	Consider	the	fearful	danger	you	are	in:	it	is	a	great	furnace	of	wrath,	a	wide	and	
bottomless	pit,	full	of	the	fire	of	wrath,	that	you	are	held	over	in	the	hand	of	that	God,	whose	
wrath	is	provoked	and	incensed	as	much	against	you,	as	against	many	of	the	damned	in	hell.	
You	hang	by	a	slender	thread,	with	the	flames	of	divine	wrath	flashing	about	it,	and	ready	every	
moment	to	singe	it,	and	burn	it	asunder;	and	you	have	no	interest	in	any	Mediator,	and	nothing	
to	lay	hold	of	to	save	yourself,	nothing	to	keep	off	the	flames	of	wrath,	nothing	of	your	own,	
nothing	that	you	ever	have	done,	nothing	that	you	can	do,	to	induce	God	to	spare	you	one	
moment.	
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Does	Scripture	Teach	That	God	Exhibits	This	Attribute?	
Is.	13:9	Behold,	the	day	of	the	LORD	comes,	cruel,	with	wrath	and	fierce	anger,	to	make	the	
land	a	desolation	and	to	destroy	its	sinners	from	it.	

	
	
	
	

Is.	48:9	“For	my	name’s	sake	I	defer	my	anger;	for	the	sake	of	my	praise	I	restrain	it	for	you,	
that	I	may	not	cut	you	off.	
	
	
	
	
Nah.	1:2	The	LORD	is	a	jealous	and	avenging	God;	the	LORD	is	avenging	and	wrathful;	the	LORD	
takes	vengeance	on	his	adversaries	and	keeps	wrath	for	his	enemies.	3	The	LORD	is	slow	to	
anger	and	great	in	power,	and	the	LORD	will	by	no	means	clear	the	guilty.	His	way	is	in	
whirlwind	and	storm,	and	the	clouds	are	the	dust	of	his	feet.	4	He	rebukes	the	sea	and	makes	it	
dry;	he	dries	up	all	the	rivers;	Bashan	and	Carmel	wither;	the	bloom	of	Lebanon	withers.	5	The	
mountains	quake	before	him;	the	hills	melt;	the	earth	heaves	before	him,	the	world	and	all	who	
dwell	in	it.	6	Who	can	stand	before	his	indignation?	Who	can	endure	the	heat	of	his	anger?	His	
wrath	is	poured	out	like	fire,	and	the	rocks	are	broken	into	pieces	by	him.	
	
	
	
	
Jer.	7:20	Therefore	thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	Behold,	my	anger	and	my	wrath	will	be	poured	out	
on	this	place,	upon	man	and	beast,	upon	the	trees	of	the	field	and	the	fruit	of	the	ground;	it	will	
burn	and	not	be	quenched.”	
	
Matt.	3:12	His	winnowing	fork	is	in	his	hand,	and	he	will	clear	his	threshing	floor	and	gather	his	
wheat	into	the	barn,	but	the	chaff	he	will	burn	with	unquenchable	fire.”	
	
	
Matt.	10:28	And	do	not	fear	those	who	kill	the	body	but	cannot	kill	the	soul.	Rather	fear	him	
who	can	destroy	both	soul	and	body	in	hell.	
	
Rom.	1:18	For	the	wrath	of	God	is	revealed	from	heaven	against	all	ungodliness	and	
unrighteousness	of	men,	who	by	their	unrighteousness	suppress	the	truth.	
	
	
Rom.	2:5	But	because	of	your	hard	and	impenitent	heart	you	are	storing	up	wrath	for	yourself	
on	the	day	of	wrath	when	God’s	righteous	judgment	will	be	revealed.	
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1Th.	1:9	For	they	themselves	report	concerning	us	the	kind	of	reception	we	had	among	you,	
and	how	you	turned	to	God	from	idols	to	serve	the	living	and	true	God,	10	and	to	wait	for	his	
Son	from	heaven,	whom	he	raised	from	the	dead,	Jesus	who	delivers	us	from	the	wrath	to	
come.	
	
1Th.	5:9	For	God	has	not	destined	us	for	wrath,	but	to	obtain	salvation	through	our	Lord	Jesus	
Christ,	
	
	
	
	
Rev.	19:11	Then	I	saw	heaven	opened,	and	behold,	a	white	horse!	The	one	sitting	on	it	is	called	
Faithful	and	True,	and	in	righteousness	he	judges	and	makes	war.	12	His	eyes	are	like	a	flame	of	
fire,	and	on	his	head	are	many	diadems,	and	he	has	a	name	written	that	no	one	knows	but	
himself.	13	He	is	clothed	in	a	robe	dipped	in	blood,	and	the	name	by	which	he	is	called	is	The	
Word	of	God.	14	And	the	armies	of	heaven,	arrayed	in	fine	linen,	white	and	pure,	were	
following	him	on	white	horses.	15	From	his	mouth	comes	a	sharp	sword	with	which	to	strike	
down	the	nations,	and	he	will	rule	them	with	a	rod	of	iron.	He	will	tread	the	winepress	of	the	
fury	of	the	wrath	of	God	the	Almighty.	16	On	his	robe	and	on	his	thigh	he	has	a	name	written,	
King	of	kings	and	Lord	of	lords.	
	
	
Rev.	19:20	And	the	beast	was	captured,	and	with	it	the	false	prophet	who	in	its	presence	had	
done	the	signs	by	which	he	deceived	those	who	had	received	the	mark	of	the	beast	and	those	
who	worshiped	its	image.	These	two	were	thrown	alive	into	the	lake	of	fire	that	burns	with	
sulfur.	21	And	the	rest	were	slain	by	the	sword	that	came	from	the	mouth	of	him	who	was	
sitting	on	the	horse,	and	all	the	birds	were	gorged	with	their	flesh.	
	
	
	
	
	
How	Does	This	Attribute	Affect	the	Christian?	
Let’s	get	into	the	application	section,	especially	with	a	focus	on	how	it	leads	us	to	worship	God.	
	
1. Unbeliever:	You	must	repent	and	turn	to	the	Lord	immediately	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



How Great is Our God? 

6	

2. Believer:	It	informs	our	evangelism	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
3. Believer:	Never	forget	who	your	God	is	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
4. Believer:	You	have	been	delivered	from	God’s	wrath	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
5. Believer:	Check	our	own	anger	
	
	
	
	
Eph.	4:31	Let	all	bitterness	and	wrath	and	anger	and	clamor	and	slander	be	put	away	from	you,	
along	with	all	malice.	32	Be	kind	to	one	another,	tenderhearted,	forgiving	one	another,	as	God	
in	Christ	forgave	you.	
	


