
My spiritual faculties and my inner life, are my battle axe and weapons of war (Charles Spurgeon)

We need holy, above reproach men serving as shepherds of Christ’s Church!

❖The leadership in Christ’s Church must be:
 1. a plurality in leadership
 2. male leadership
 3. stewards of God (in His household)
 4. above reproach leadership

Background to Titus 1
 Titus 1:5-9 - qualifications for elders
  V.5 - set things in order
  V.6-7a - above reproach in the HOME
  V.7-8 - above reproach in the HEART (sinful vices to avoid & godly virtues to pursue)
       V.8 - is the integrity of the man [godliness]
       V.9 - is the ability of the man [giftedness]

THESIS — From titus 1:8, we will learn God’s blueprint for biblical church leadership as we see the positive 
virtues that every pastor/elder MUST have.

          HE must be — ABOVE REPROACH — a man OF GOD in 3 primary realms:
1. domestic piety (in the home) (6)
2. honorable character (in his heart)  (7-8)
3. theological fidelity (in the Word/his ability) (9)

I. HOSPITABLE 

Giving oneself to the care of God’s people means sharing your LIFE and HOME with others. He views his home as a 
haven for the hurting & a place for ministry!
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“But under ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, the Divine call to this 
sacred office of pastor/overseer will be evidenced by a supply 

of competent qualifications for its discharge.”  
(Charles Bridges)



II.LOVING WHAT IS GOOD 

• He’s ready to do what is beneficial to others
• The early church spoke of this as the UNWEARYING activity of LOVE.

III.SENSIBLE 

The idea of self control, prudence, sobriety. But with self-control, the emphasis is particularly with making good 
judgment.

This man has ‘control over his mind’. So, he lifts his mind above what is trivial and passing.

IV.JUST 

V.DEVOUT 
 The man who is holy and ‘set apart’ to God in his conduct & lifestyle.

Despite the changing winds of culture and circumstances, the devout person faithfully clings to God and His word & 
he’ll live in Holiness!

Charles Bridges put it: The Scripture justly insists that ministers should be HOLY — in a peculiar sense men of 
God — that men should be taught of God, men consecrated to God by a daily surrender of they time and talents to his 

service — men of singleness of purpose — living in their work, living altogether for one main end.”

VI.SELF-CONTROLLED 
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The self-controlled individual exercises restraint over his own impulses, emotions, appetites and desires.

NOTICE!
• We haven’t even gotten to all his ‘talents, abilities and duties of the ministerial functions yet’ (that’s Titus 1.9).

• The Man’s CHARACTER must be the foundation for his MINISTERIAL WORK! 
• The Man’s HEART is crucial and foundational before his abilities and talents. (1 Sam 16.7)

Leadership in the Local Church

Christians never rise above the spiritual maturity of their leaders. Normally, the sheep will not exceed the spirituality 
of their shepherds. This demands the leader be a godly man in the local church. This is, of course, assumed that the 
leadership positions of pastor and elder (=shepherd; they are one and the same) are male positions (cf. 1 Tim 3; Titus 
1; 1 Tim 2). With that established, the leadership of the local church must be biblically qualified, biblically selected, 
biblically held accountable, and biblically rebuked when found in continual sin.

1. A Church leader must be a regenerated man. Obviously, one should expect that a Church leader be 
saved and born-again but this may not always be the case. How wretched it would be for a man to stand behind a 
pulpit preaching the very book that condemns His soul to hell. How sad it would be for a man to be a Church 
leader and lead His people to the eternal fire. How sad it would be for a man to preach to other people to 
receive the salvation which he himself has yet to experience. A Church leader must be a man who is totally 
satisfied in Jesus Christ. He must be a man who loves Jesus Christ above all else. He must worship Jesus Christ 
and Him alone. He must shun sin and reject all rebellion. He must turn from transgression and hate his iniquities. 
Indeed, a Church leader must first and foremost be a regenerated man.

2. A Church leader must be a godly man. This should be assumed but yet it cannot be assumed in today’s 
culture. The leadership position of the local church absolutely necessitates that the man be an “above-reproach” 
man in all respects—personal piety, marital faithfulness, sexual purity, church attendance, and Christian devotions. 
He must be a godly man before he can ever be a church-man. He must be an undershepherd for Christ before he 
can ever be a shepherd over God’s flock.

3. A Church leader must be a qualified man. There are many godly men in the local churches. But there are 
few qualified men for the high calling of the pastoral/elder role. The qualifications are clearly noted in more than 
one place in the NT for heightened emphasis. If a man does not live up to these qualifications on a regular basis he 
has no right whatsoever to be in a leadership position in the local church. That is to say, if a man cannot control 
his temper, his mouth, his sexual life, his marriage, his children, his heart, and his conduct then how could this man 
ever be fit to be an example for the rest of the flock? Thus, a church leader must be a biblically qualified man.

4. A Church leader must be a humble man. The plague attacking men and women in our culture today is 
pride. Pride plagues people like parasites plague people. Pride is the oldest sin and the most heinous of sins. Pride 
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is the opposite of Who God is and is an affront to the holiness, purity, and righteousness of God. Thus, a church 
leader must be a humble man. He must be like Jesus who was humble and lowly (cf. Phil 2:5-11). The leadership 
position is a visible position and a visible position, by definition, can easily fuel pride in one’s heart. Thus, the church 
leader must shun all inceptions of pride, arrogance, and self-righteousness—in all its wicked and various forms.

5. A Church leader must be an accountable man. A man left unaccountable is a man destined for doom. A 
man who shuns the body of Christ will soon find that he was never part of the body of Christ. Thus, a church 
leader must be an accountable man so that other men can pour into his life to ensure holiness in speech, holiness 
in conduct, holiness in his marriage, holiness in his sexual purity, holiness in his parenting, holiness at his work, 
holiness at leisure, and holiness in the isolation and quietness of his own home. This is best accomplished when 
two or more men meet regularly with full openness, and confident trust that the others will not betray specific 
sins that each man currently is fighting with, repenting of, and striving to actively mortify.

6. A Church leader must be a theological man. Sadly, many today in a leadership capacity in local churches 
do not know their Bibles. They have not read their Bibles. They are unfamiliar with the content of all the books of 
the Bible. They do not know the flow of thought in the books of the Bible. They do not know the grand theme of 
the BIble. They do not know how to progress from Genesis to Jesus Christ nor from Jesus Christ to Revelation. 
Church leaders must heed the command from God through Peter in his 2nd epistle to “grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 3:17). How crucial it is for the shepherd in the local church to know 
his shepherding responsibilities and to know about his sheep and the sheep’s temptations and struggles. He must 
know God’s Word. The Church leader should be an expert on one thing and one primary thing—God’s Word.

JESUS I COME
Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come. 
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of my sickness into Thy health, 
Out of my wanting and into Thy wealth, 
Out of my sin and into Thyself, 
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm, 
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm, 
Out of distress into jubilant psalm, 
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into Thy blessed will to abide, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love, 
Out of despair into raptures above, 
Upward forever on wings like a dove, 
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into the joy and light of Thy home, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of the depths of ruin untold, 
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold, 
Ever Thy glorious face to behold, 
Jesus, I come to Thee.

These are the characteristics that must mark an ‘overseer’ [=pastor/elder].  He must love people and equally love 
virtue.  He must be wise and prudent, must live in accordance with God’s law, must be devoted to God and seek to 

please Him, and must manifest genuine self control.  With this blend of characteristics, the Christian leader is 
equipped by God’s grace to exercise the kind of oversight that a steward in God’s house, the church, should exercise.   

(George Knight)
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