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John 3.16 

The Nature Of God’s Love Revealed To Nicodemus 

 

Aim: for us to see the glory God’s love for the nations in Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus! 

 

Scripture Reading: John 3.1-16 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

What do you think is the most well known bible verse among Christians?  John 3.16.  I 

remember when I was introduced to John 3.16.  I wasn’t raised in church or raised under the 

authority of the Scriptures, but my introduction to John 3.16 did come on Sundays though, 

Sundays watching the NFL.  Do you remember in the end zone during every field goal and extra 

point kick there would be someone holding up a yellow John 3.16 poster?  I had no idea what it 

meant, just that it was from the bible.  Honestly, I can’t tell you the last time when I saw that sign 

in a football game.  There’s no more reminder to the world at football games that God loves the 

world and He gave the world His Son Jesus Christ and that those in the world who believe in His 

name would have eternal life.   

 

There’s a fine line when it comes to understanding the full context of a bible verse and then 

actually using that bible verse in an effort to explain God, to explain the gospel, etc.  There are 

many verses in Scripture that people have taken completely out of context in order to use as a 

launching pad into something that usually has to do with evangelism.  For those of us who love 

context it drives us crazy how another brother or sister can take a verse of Scripture and build a 

whole understanding on one verse when their understanding doesn’t even fit the context of how 

God uses that verse in Scripture.  For the last few years I’ve wrestled with the idea of preaching a 

sermon series on the most misused and misinterpreted verses in Scripture. 

 

Today we come to one of those verses in Scripture that for the most part is not understood in its 

right context.  There’s a context that John 3.16 is written in and that context is not so much 

talked about and discussed when people quote or use John 3.16.  So with that said, many if not 

most people take John 3.16 out of context when they quote or share this verse.  And with that 

said, many if not most, will not appreciate people like me who want to emphasize context, but 
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nevertheless, I must teach the whole of Scripture and not simply how I want one verse here and 

there to mean outside its context. 

 

So let’s read the context that John 3.16 is buried in this morning. (John 3.11-16) 

 

Title: The Nature Of God’s Love Revealed To Nicodemus 

Aim: for us to see the glory God’s love for the nations in Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus! 

 

Today I want to break down each part of John 3.16 and show you what it means and how it’s 

directly connected to Nicodemus and Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus, because this is the 

context of the verse. 

 

For God  

 

The whole verse is packed with the emphases being on the nature of God’s love.  To start the 

verse off by placing it right after the Son of Man being lifted up to die, as a picture of the serpent 

being lifted up in the wilderness, emphasizes that this is God’s initiative; this is the nature of 

God’s love.  For God!  By using the word for, the Holy Spirit through John is emphasizing that 

this is the reason; this is the catalyst for the Son of Man being lifted up to die.  For God!   

 

The crucifixion of the Son of Man is a God-centered act.  The crucifixion of the Son of Man 

originates from God.  God is the initiator for everything that Jesus has just said to Nicodemus 

about being born again and about the Son of Man being lifted up to die.  For God! 

 

You see, Nicodemus doesn’t place much emphasis on God.  He places the burden of salvation, 

acceptance, and entrance into the kingdom of God on himself; on his own righteous 

achievements.  Therefore, God is not the foundation or source of his salvation.  Nicodemus 

believes that the foundation and source of his own righteousness and salvation lies within 

himself.  He has earned this.  He has fought so hard for this.  He has picked himself up from the 

sinful scrapheap and has made his own way to God.   
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Everything that Jesus has been speaking and testifying to Nicodemus is being totally lost in his 

own understanding of what it means to be right with God.  Jesus has already spoken to him of his 

need to be born again.  He didn’t understand this nor did he accept it.  Jesus has already spoken 

to him of his need to look to the Son of Man lifted up to die and believe in Him and receive 

healing, salvation, and eternal life.  Jesus said, that he didn’t understand this nor did he accept it. 

 

So now, Jesus pushes even further into verse 16 by explaining to him that all of this, being born 

again by the Holy Spirit, the giving and lifting up of the Son of Man to die on a cross is sourced 

in God.  For God!   

 

What the depravity of man and false religion does to a man is to make him think that he doesn’t 

actually need God for salvation.  So let me ask this question…what really is going on between 

God and man and specifically between Nicodemus and God?  Between the Jews and God?  

Between the world and God? 

 

Most of you know of the hostility that exists between God and sinful man.  You know that in a 

man’s mind he is at enmity with God that he is hostile toward God.   

 

Isaiah 52.9 “But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God 

and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.” 
 

Colossians 1.21 “…you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil 

deeds,” 
 

This is what is going on between God and man.  So, this is what is going on between God and 

Nicodemus.  There is your sin and your sin is against God and your sin has separated you from 

God.  Your sin has alienated you away from God and your sin makes you hostile in your mind 

toward God and this then leads you to engage in evil deeds.  This is not a good situation for you.  

This is not a good situation for Nicodemus.  And most are just like Nicodemus thinking that 

they are ok with God, but God through His Son is telling them you must be born again and you 

must look to the Son of Man lifted up to die.  This is what is going on between God and man in a 

man’s mind.  Every person’s mind is hostile to God. 
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But you also know that in a man’s heart he hates God and loathes all of God’s holiness and 

righteousness.  Jesus in just a few verses will tell Nicodemus  

 

John 3.19 “…men loved the darkness rather than the Light for their deeds were 

evil.” 
 

John 8.44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your 

father.” 
 

Jeremiah 17.9 “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who 

can understand it?” 
 

In your heart you love sin.  You love darkness.  You hate the Light.  You love your father the 

devil and you hate the Father of creation.  Your heart is deceitful and is desperately sick.  It leads 

you to believe things that are untrue.  It leads you to feel things that are untrue.  It leads you to 

love things that are wicked, sinful, and hostile to God.  This is not a good situation for you.  This 

is not a good situation for Nicodemus.  And most are just like Nicodemus thinking that they are 

ok with God, but God through His Son is telling them you must be born again and you must look 

to the Son of Man lifted up to die. This is what is going on between God and man in a man’s 

heart.  Every person’s heart hates God.    

 

Well you also know that from a man’s life he is against God and defiles God’s laws.  Paul in 

Ephesians 2 gives a pretty detailed illustration of what we do with our lives. 

 

Ephesians 2.1-3 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 

formerly walked according to the course of this world…Among them we too all 

formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.” 

  

You all know that from a man’s life and in his practices he is hell bent against God building and 

constructing his own kingdom against God.  You know these things.  You know there is extreme 

hostility, hatred, evil and wicked practices against God.  This is what is going on between God 

and man.  This is what is going on between God and Nicodemus.  They are in two separate 

kingdoms waging war against one another and Nicodemus thinks that he’s on God’s side already 

in God’s kingdom.  When the truth of his reality is that he is under the domain and power of the 

devil…not God! 
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From the moment of the fall and the sin of Adam and Eve every thought, every emotion, and 

every act outside of faith in God has been sin against God.  This is what Paul tells the Romans… 

“Whatever is not from faith is sin.” (Romans 14.23)  So once again, every single thought every 

single emotion, every single action that is not rooted and sourced from faith is sin against God.  

We sin against Him.  Every sin is ultimately against God.  We have offended His holiness and 

His righteousness.  He is the One that has been sinned against.  He is the offended party. 

 

God is not under any obligation whatsoever to forgive you of your sin.  God is not under any 

obligation to make right out of your sin.  God is not under any obligation to reconcile with you 

the sinful party.  God is not under any obligation whatsoever to give you a second chance.  You 

and I deserve hell, because of our sin against God. 

 

But with that said, if God were to reconcile with sinful human beings, then He must be the one 

that takes the initiative to make righteous out of our unrighteousness.  He is the one that must act 

first.  And we see this even from the moment of Adam and Eve’s sin that God promises that 

there will be One who will come from Eve’s Seed that will crush the head of the serpent.  And in 

that moment in the garden God gives them a foreshadow of what is to come and God killed an 

animal and “The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.”   

 

From the very moment of their sin God took the initiative to reconcile with sinful man and 

promised there will be One who will come from the seed of Eve and He will crush the serpent’s 

head.   

 

You see, people like the religious and depraved Nicodemus do not want God to take the 

initiative.  They believe they got this and that they can rise to the occasion and reconcile with a 

holy God in themselves.  All throughout Scripture God is taking the initiative on behalf of His 

chosen people.  He has made a peculiar people out of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  These will be 

His chosen people and He will restore them and keep them.  There will always be a remnant of 

God’s people. 
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God has taken the initiative with sinful man.  Sinful man cannot make right with God first.  God 

is the offended and the offended must take initiative or there will be no hope for sinful man. 

 

For God, Nicodemus, has taken the initiative to bring about the new birth and being born again.  

It is God the Holy Spirit, Nicodemus, who makes a sinner righteous and new; a new creation.  

For God, Nicodemus, has taken the initiative to bring about your salvation and forgiveness in 

His Son…the Son of Man who must be lifted up to die.  For God Nicodemus! 

 

This is the reason for Holy Spirit regeneration.  This is the reason for the Son of Man to be lifted 

up to die.  For God has taken the initiative Nicodemus.  Rest in this truth and not in yourself! 

 

So why did God take the initiative in the garden and in Holy Spirit regeneration and in the Son of 

Man being lifted up to die…why?  Why did God do this? 

 

So Loved The World 

 

The reason why John 3.16 is so powerful of a verse in Scripture is because it speaks to the nature 

of God’s infinite love.  There is no denying God’s love for the world.  There is no denying 

God’s love for the nations.  God is love and because God is love there is a demonstration of His 

love for us to behold.  

 

But Nicodemus thinks that he must love God first and then God will love him.  Nicodemus and 

all other Pharisees believe that they must get their life straight and in order and then God will 

love them for it.  This is what man’s religion looks like.  This is not God’s religion.  This is not 

God’s way.  Even from the moment of the first sin in the garden God demonstrated His love for 

Adam and Eve.  He promised them a Savior and then God clothed them in animal skin to cover 

their nakedness as a picture of being clothed in His love and His provision for their sin.   

 

You cannot earn God’s love.  Jesus has basically just showed Nicodemus in the preceding verses 

that he was not a part of the kingdom of God, but in essence, he was an outcast.  He was not 

included, he was excluded.  This was such a shock to Nicodemus, a Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews, 

and the teacher of Israel who had spent his whole life basically enjoying the privileges without 

the association.   
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Nicodemus was now confronted with truth of where he stood before God.  He was excluded.  He 

was counted among the number of those outside of Israel…the true people of God.  Basically 

Jesus was telling Nicodemus you’re not of My kingdom you’re of the world.  You are 

numbered with the Gentiles Nicodemus.  You have the same abode as they do; you abide in the 

kingdom of darkness.  Nicodemus, you belong to the world! 

 

This would have been the most disgusting thing that Nicodemus had ever heard, because to 

Nicodemus and all other Jews the world represented the outcasts, the dogs, the scum of the 

earth, the pigs, the swine, the filth, sin, idolaters, and every other disgusting thing known to man.  

How in the world could God love the world?  How in the world is Jesus telling me that I belong 

to that world?   

 

So listen again to what Jesus tells Nicodemus…For God so loved the world.  If we are to see 

the glory of God’s love in John 3.16 we must first see that God’s love can be measured by who 

it reaches.  God’s love reaches to the world even to those who are not Jews like Nicodemus.  

The love of Jesus’ Father reaches far beyond Israel and into all the different tribes, tongues, and 

nations.  John the Apostle would later write in Revelation 7.9  

 

“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no 

one could count, from every nation, and all tribes, and people, and 

tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 

white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they cry out 

with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb.” 
 

If Jesus is showing Nicodemus and us that God’s love can be measured by who it reaches then 

let us consider this multitude in Revelation 7.9.  From every nation that has ever existed and will 

exist will be reached by God’s love.  From every tribe that has ever existed and will exist will be 

reached by God’s love.  From every people group that has ever existed and will exist will be 

reached by God’s love.  From every tongue/language that has ever existed and will exist will be 

reached by God’s love. 
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God’s love has the greatest reach and extension of any love ever known.  And what we see in 

Revelation 7.9 is that there will be at least one person from every nation, tribe, people, and 

tongue standing before the throne and before the Lamb clothed in white robes crying out with a 

loud voice, salvation to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.  This is the measure of 

God’s love for the world and for the nations…He reaches them with His love! 

 

Can you see the reach that God’s love has?  Can you see how far and great God’s love reaches?  

And if we were to think even further into God’s love and where His love has reached…we know 

that God’s love even reaches back into eternity past in the infinite and eternal love among the 

Godhead.   There existed the love of God in the fellowship of God the Father, the Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  And we know that His love will never end.  His love will endure forever.  His love will 

reach eternally and infinitely into the new heavens and the new earth to come.  His love has an 

eternal reach and it reaches into every nation, tribe, people, and tongue and throughout all 

eternity. 

 

Nicodemus, God so loved the world.  Nicodemus His love is fixed on the nations and even the 

nations outside of Israel that will one day come and worship Him and be glad in Him.  

Nicodemus thought that God only loved Israel.  So Jesus tells Nicodemus that God so loved the 

world.  He loves sinners in every nation, tribe, people, and tongue and He will love them 

eternally.   

 

The idea of God loving the world, the nations spoke directly against Nicodemus’ racist mind and 

heart.  He couldn’t fathom the idea of God loving the pigs and the dogs of the earth.  He was a 

prejudiced man against the Gentiles and Jesus will spend much of his ministry speaking against 

the racist and prejudice heart of the Jews.   

 

Do the nations fit into your idea of God’s love?  Are you prejudiced against any particular ethnic 

group?  Are you prejudiced against any particular social class of people?  Does your love only go 

so far as someone’s skin color or someone’s checking account balance?  Are you like the 

Pharisee of Jesus’ day…self righteous and self seeking and self serving?  God so loved the 

world! 
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This is what makes the church today so distinct from the Pharisees…they only looked inward 

into and among themselves.  We look outward into the nations seeking those whom God will 

lavish His love upon by preaching and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom of God.  “For the 

eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support 

those whose heart is completely His…”  (2 Chronicles 16.9) 

 

But not only is God’s love measured by who it reaches, the world, the nations, but God’s love is 

also measure by what it does.  Look at verse 16…For God so loved the world…that He gave 

His only begotten Son. 

 

That He Gave His Only Begotten Son 

 

Once again I’m showing us how every phrase of this verse is tethered to Nicodemus and this 

conversation turned discourse that he is having with Jesus.  For God Nicodemus, is the One 

who took the initiative to reconcile with man.  God so loved the world Nicodemus, his love 

reaches to all the world, to all the nations, to all the tribes, to all the people groups, and to all 

tongues.  Therefore, His love is not contained just inside of the nation of Israel.  His love reaches 

throughout the nations, the world. 

 

Next in verse 16 we see that God’s love is not only measured by who it reaches, but it is also 

measured by what it does.  How many of you know that God’s love is not earned it is given?  

Once again, this was foreign to Nicodemus and all the other Pharisees.  Their religion had turned 

into a religion of works.  Their religion was now all about performance and demonstrating to 

others and to God that they had earned His love and acceptance and they boasted greatly in their 

own righteous performance. 

 

But God’s love is not earned it is given.  God is not interested in seeing a sinful man’s self-

righteous demonstrations of earning His love.  God is interested and even engrossed in 

demonstrating His own love for the world to behold.  You see God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son.  John 3.16 speaks to the measure of what God’s love actually does 

for you, the world.  His love gives and His love gives generously and sacrificially.  He gave His 

only begotten Son to you, the world.   
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He gave His Son.  Christ is the gift to the world from God the Father.  Often times we focus 

very highly on the gift of faith and the gift of grace and the gift of salvation and so we should.  

But let me tell you this morning and there is no mistaking this…Christ is THE gift from God the 

Father that makes faith possible; that makes grace possible; that makes salvation possible.  If 

there is no giving of the Son by the Father, then there is absolutely no giving of faith, grace and 

salvation.  All of these blessings are tied to the Son as the indescribable gift from the Father as 

Paul says to the Corinthians.  The Father is the exemplary Giver!  So can you see the glory of the 

Father’s love for you in giving the world His Son? 

 

Jesus says that He is the only begotten Son.  The word begotten here doesn’t mean what we 

have come to understand in our language as in a birth or someone who is born.  Begotten in the 

Gospel of John literally means one-of-a-kind or unique.  What Jesus is communicating to 

Nicodemus is that God gave his only begotten Son, his unique Son, and His one-of-a-kind Son.  

We see this as well in Hebrews 11.17 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 

Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son.”   

 

Well we know that Isaac wasn’t Abraham’s only son, he had Ishmael, but Isaac was most 

certainly Abraham’s unique and one-of-a-kind son that God will use to establish His people.  

Isaac was set apart as Abraham’s unique son. 

 

But here is the punch for this part of verse 16…God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son.  Yes, God gave His unique and one-of-a-kind Son for the world.  He gave His 

only begotten Son to you, the world.  The outcasts, the dogs, the scum of the earth, the pigs, the 

swine, the filth, the sinner, the idolater.  So in His love He gives to you, the world, His eternal 

Son.  Can you measure that?  Can you measure that kind of love? 

 

The full measure of His love is demonstrated in His giving of His only Son, to you, the world.  

This was promised in Genesis 3.15 when God promised to send a Savior from Eve’s Seed.  But 

you see, Nicodemus and the other Pharisees want to demonstrate to God their own love first.  

But God is all about the world, the nations seeing His demonstration of His love in giving His 

only Son…Jesus Christ whom He so dearly loved.  Can you see the glory of God’s love for 

you? 
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Romans 5.8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  
 

Ephesians 2.4 “But God being rich in mercy, because of His great love for which He 

loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with 

Christ (by grace you have been saved),” 
 

1 John 4.10 “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
 

 Titus 3.4 “But when the kindness of god our Savior and His love for mankind 

appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 

righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 

renewing by the Holy Spirit whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior.” 

 

In God’s love for the world He gave His only begotten Son and in so doing He gave Him to 

the world as a suffering servant, as a sufficient sacrifice, and as an unblemished Lamb that 

would be led to the slaughter.  He gave the world His Son to die a sinner’s death, so that the 

world can live in the Savior’s domain.   

 

Nicodemus can’t you see that you cannot accomplish any of this that I and My Father are doing 

for the world, so that the nations can come and worship and bow down before Me?  This is a 

divine work of God and God alone.  Why do you keep trampling upon the works of God by 

trying to work it out yourself?  Your righteousness is filth before Me.  Your holiness is filth 

before Me.  God’s love of His Son is a gift given by God to the world not a goal to be earned.  

You must be born again and you must look to the Son of Man who is lifted up upon the cross and 

believe.  You must believe Nicodemus, because, “whoever believes in Him, shall not perish, 

but have eternal life.” 

 

That Whoever Believes In Him 

 

Once again it blew Nicodemus’ mind that anyone out there in the world could believe and 

become a child of the living God.  When Jesus says whoever believes in Him…it would have 

once again baffled Nicodemus and His prejudice mind and heart.  He simply could not fathom 

that the world out there was capable of believing and being a part of the kingdom of God.   
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Nicodemus missed it in Isaiah 49.6 when Isaiah prophesied from the LORD concerning the 

coming of the Christ when He said, “I will also make You a light of the nations so that My 

salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”  Folks, that wasn’t a prophecy concerning the 

scattered nation of Israel in that day.  That was a prophecy concerning the scattered Gentiles in 

the earth who will one day become God’s people through His Son Jesus Christ! 

 

And watch this…the Apostle Paul actually picks up on Isaiah’s prophecy in Acts 13 when Paul 

had enough of the Jews’ repudiation of the gospel of Christ and he said to them, “we are 

turning to the Gentiles.  For so the Lord has commanded us, ‘I have placed You as a light 

for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the end of the earth.’  When the Gentiles 

heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had 

been appointed to eternal life believed.”  (Acts 13.46-48) 

 

What we have seen since the ascension of Christ is that the church the people of God have gone 

out to the ends of the earth and have gone out in the authority that has been given to them from 

Christ and have proclaimed the gospel of Christ and the kingdom of Christ and multitudes have 

come to believe in Christ, the Son of Man who was lifted up to die and have believed in Him.  

They have come to believe.  They believe.  They believe in the One who was given by God the 

Father as a gift to the world.  They believe in Him.  And they are counted among the whoever 

believes in Him.  Nicodemus, they are those who are out there in the world Jews and Gentiles 

whoever believes in Him.  God’s love is not just for the Jews, Nicodemus! 

 

And what does Jesus say is the Father’s guarantee to whoever believes in Him?  That they shall 

not perish, but have eternal life! 

 

Shall Not Perish, But Have Eternal Life 

 

Nicodemus and all the Pharisees believed that the Gentiles would one day perish.  Perish 

meaning to devote or give over to eternal misery in hell.  There is a devotion from God that you 

do not want to be joined to with God.  That is His devotion to pour out His wrath upon 

unbelieving sinners in hell for all eternity.  It is His eternal condemnation upon unbelieving 

sinners.  This is why the Son of Man must be lifted up to die.  There is no other way to escape 

hell, but through Him! 
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So for those who have been born again and believe in the Son of Man who is lifted…they shall 

not perish, but have eternal life.   

 

A.W. Pink said, “Many died in the wilderness from the bites of the serpents: and many of 

Adams’ race will suffer eternal death in the lake of fire.  But God purposed to have a people who 

“should not perish”.  Who these people are is made manifest by their believing on God’s Son.” 

 

For Nicodemus there is no room for prejudice among any of those who have come to believe in 

God’s Son.  For all those who believe have eternal life; life forever enjoying the sovereign rule 

and reign and blessing of their sweet Savior Jesus Christ.  Life abundantly filled with knowing 

God the Father, His Son, and in the hallowed saturated presence of the Holy Spirit.  Eternal life 

is knowing God and knowing the One whom God has sent…His Son Jesus Christ! 

 

Listen, the kingdom of God is filled not with all kinds of people per say, but all kinds of people 

who have been made a new people in Christ.  All those around the throne of God who cry out 

with a loud voice, “Salvation to God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb” they are all clothed 

in white robes.  They are all clothed in the righteousness of Christ.  They are all the same in Him.  

They are all one in Him.  The people of God together are a new humanity.   

 

Nicodemus, you have to stop thinking that all of those who are not Jews will perish.  Because it 

is not the truth.  I have gathered in from all the four corners of the earth and I have made a 

peculiar people for Myself.  I have made a holy nation.  I have made a priesthood that is filled 

with believers in the Son Jesus Christ.  They have all looked and seen the Son of Man lifted up to 

die and have been born again and they believe on the Son of Man and are saved by the Son of 

Man and they will not perish and I will give them eternal life. 

 

Oh, Nicodemus!  You must be born again.  You must look and see the Son of Man lifted up to 

die.  You must believe in Him for whoever, Nicodemus, believes in Him shall have eternal 

life.  Nicodemus you must believe…you must be persuaded of my work on the cross.  You must 

stop looking to yourself and start looking to Christ and believe. 
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CONCLUSION: 
 

Isn’t it interesting that basically the only command that we can make to those who are not 

believers is to share the true gospel of Christ with them and then command them, in the name of 

Christ, to repent and to believe in Christ?  That’s it!  There is no other biblical formula for 

salvation.  Share the gospel with someone and command them to repent and believe!   

 

What is wrought in the heart of that person is the work of God the Holy Spirit and not man.  No 

magic tricks, no clever schemes, no fanciful words…simply the gospel and the command to 

repent and believe upon the person and work of Christ!   

 

This is why we pray that you see the glory of the Father’s love this morning.  The glory of His 

love to give His Son as propitiation for your sins.  Jesus is the sacrifice and appeasement of your 

sins, in his death on the cross, and his burial in the tomb and His resurrection from the dead.  

This is the glory of the Father’s love for the world, so that whoever believes in Him will not 

perish but have eternal life.   

 

Can you see the glory of the Father’s love this morning?  Can you see the glory of the Father’s 

love for the nations, for the world, that He would give His only Son to the wicked and vile 

sinners of the earth as a means to satisfy His own wrath against us in the killing of His own Son 

so that these sinners, you and me, might be able to then enjoy His Son along with the Father for 

all eternity? 

 

This is My Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased! 

 

For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will 

hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare 

even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 

shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 

shall be saved by His life.  And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.  (Romans 5.6-11) 
 

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9.15) 


