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1 Corinthians 4:3-5   
 
3a  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's 
judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self.   
 
Paul’s statement is in the context of the previous chapters and the previous verses. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:13  Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort 
it is. 
 

“The day” and “the fire” that reveal and try “every man’s work” are of God not men. 
 

1 Corinthians 4:1-2  Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God.  2  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful. 

 
While men take account of the ministers Christ and stewards of God regarding their faithfulness 
to their responsibilities, the minister and steward is finally responsible to God through Christ 
only. This is something that all of God’s children should be thankful about. 
 
Matthew Henry: “But he that would make it his chief endeavour to please men would hardly approve 
himself a faithful servant of Christ. He that would be faithful to Christ must despise the censures of men 
for his sake. He must look upon it as a very little thing (if his Lord approves him) what judgment men 
form of him. They may think very meanly or very hardly of him, while he is doing his duty; but it is not 
by their judgment that he must stand or fall. And happy is it for faithful ministers that they have a 
more just and candid judge than their fellow-servants; one who knows and pities their imperfections, 
though he has none of his own. It is better to fall into the hands of God than into the hands of men, The 
best of men are too apt to judge rashly, and harshly, and unjustly; but his judgment is always 
according to truth. It is a comfort that men are not to be our final judges.”  

 
Why should it comfort us that men are not our final judges? 
 
God does not think as men think.  
 

Isaiah 55:6-9  Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is 
near:  7  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.  8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the LORD.  9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 
God does not see as men see. 
 

1 Samuel 16:7  But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height 
of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 

 
John 7:24  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 
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God does not judge as men judge. 
 
Psalms 98:9b for he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge 
the world, and the people with equity. 
 

John 8:15-16  Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.  16  And yet if I judge, my 
judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 

 
God through Christ is our example in judgement. Therefore, if we are unable to judge a person 
righteously or equitably, we should not judge at all. 
 

Matthew 7:1-2  Judge not, that ye be not judged.  2  For with what judgment ye 
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to 
you again. 

 
Romans 2:1-11  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: 
for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest 
doest the same things.  2  But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth 
against them which commit such things.  3  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them 
which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?  4  Or 
despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?  5  But after thy hardness and impenitent heart 
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God;  6  Who will render to every man according to his deeds:  7  To them who by 
patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:  8  But 
unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation 
and wrath,  9  Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, 
and also of the Gentile;  10  But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Gentile:  11  For there is no respect of persons with God. 

 
God does not respect persons in any way. Men do and are unreliable judges because of it. We 
should all be able to say with Paul that “it is a very small thing” for men to judge us. We trust in 
God’s judgment. 
 
3b  yea, I judge not mine own self. 4a  For I know nothing by myself;  
 
Not that Paul had (or we have) no conscience or was unable to judge his actions, but rather that 
he trusted (and we trust) in God to judge him in perfection as a minister and as a steward. The 
judgment he knew (and we know) was the righteous judgement of God in truth revealed by God 
in his word (living and written). If Paul was (or we were) to judge himself, he could not do it 
without respect to his own person without a source of absolute righteousness and absolute truth. 
 

Mark 12:24  And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye 
know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? 

 
2 Timothy 3:16-17  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17  That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 
John 16:13-15  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he 
will shew you things to come.  14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew 
it unto you.  15  All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
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The only guides we have available to be able to judge another man in righteousness and in truth 
are the scriptures and the Holy Ghost. Even given those guides, we must exercise great caution 
in judgment of ours or another’s ministry and stewardship. 
 
4b yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord.   
 
Justified: (Strong’s) to render (that is, show or regard as) just or innocent: - free, justify (-ier), be 

righteous. (Webster’s) to pardon and clear form guilt; to absolve or acquit from guilt and merited 
punishment, and to accept as righteous on account of the merits of the Savior, or by the 
application of Christ's atonement to the offender. 
 
Matthew Henry: “Nay, we are not thus to judge ourselves: "Yea, I judge not myself. For though I know 
nothing by myself, cannot charge myself with unfaithfulness, yet I am not thereby justified, this will not 
clear me of the charge; but he that judgeth me is the Lord. It is his judgment that must determine me. By 
his sentence I must abide. Such I am as he shall find and judge me to be." Note, it is not judging well of 
ourselves, justifying ourselves, that will prove us safe and happy. Nothing will do this but 
the acceptance and approbation of our sovereign Judge. Not he that commendeth himself is 
approved, but he whom the Lord commendeth.”” 

 
Paul understood that justification of his own self was not something that he could achieve of his 
own will or merit. He also knew that judging and justifying himself to other men was a worthless 
endeavor fraught with the possibility of error. 
 

Luke 16:15  And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; 
but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination 
in the sight of God. 

 
Paul was (and we are) dependent upon God through Jesus for his justification both temporally 
and eternally. 

 

Romans 8:33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
 
5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 
 
Our judgment of men and of ourselves regarding our ministry and stewardship should be 
withheld for the final judgment that is due to all men for all their deeds. It is in the final 
judgment that that darkness disguised as light and unrighteousness disguised as righteousness 
will be revealed. Then all men will realize that God does not think, nor see, nor judge as men do 
and they will praise him for his perfection, his mercy, and his grace as they give account to him 
of their own judgments. 
 

Romans 2:16  In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 
according to my gospel. 

 
Romans 14:10-13  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy 
brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  11  For it is written, As 
I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.  12  So 
then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.  13  Let us not therefore judge 
one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an 
occasion to fall in his brother's way. 
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James 4:11-12  Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, 
and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, 
thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.  12  There is one lawgiver, who is able to save 
and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another? 

 
Isaiah 33:22  For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; 
he will save us. 
 

Paul has counseled the congregation of God at Corinth to leave the judgement of a man’s 
ministry to God. He has defended himself and others as ministers of Christ and as stewards of 
the mysteries of God. He has pointed the congregation of God to trust in God alone for 
righteousness and truth. And he has pointed them to the final judgment of all men. What then 
should we take away from this? Let us leave off judging others and even ourselves and let us 
instead be faithful and wise, preparing for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Matthew 24:44-51  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of man cometh.  45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler 
over his household, to give them meat in due season?  46  Blessed is that servant, whom his 
lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  47  Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him 
ruler over all his goods.  48  But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming;  49  And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with 
the drunken;  50  The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for 
him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,  51  And shall cut him asunder, and appoint 
him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 


