
2-23-21 - “I just want to be different!”
People of this world glory in their differences. The fashion industry booms with eclectic 

styles that grab people’s attend vying for the opportunity to look different. Tattoos are a way that 
individuals try to be just that, an individual. Ethnicity is a hallmark of difference for people in 
this world where they identify themselves around the cultures they come from. There are so 
many ways in which we humans try to set ourselves apart from others, so that we are unique, 
different. That’s all and well, but without life in Christ all that stuff is a facade. What is an aspect 
of holiness? An aspect of holiness is being separate, set part, different. Who are we as natural 
human beings without life in Christ? We are the unholy ones of Adam. We are sinners. No doubt 
we are made in the image of God, which is His unique part of creation, but we have fallen. We 
are now sinners without life. That’s who we are, period. Everything else that makes us look 
“different” is just an external mask over the same thing. Without life in Christ we are all the 
same. Take any factor that may bring a uniqueness to someone and that’s not what defines 
someone who is without life in Christ. Without Christ every human is the same, a child of wrath 
who is dead in sin. There is nothing to distinguish us from the next person. It’s not about the 
outward. It is about the inward. Uniqueness and difference only comes when we’ve been given 
eternal life in Christ. Then all the beautiful array of humanity can truly be seen. It’s the life that 
rests in the holiness of Jesus and finds true identity in Him, which brings out individuality and 
unity at the same time. Unity as our identity rests solely in Christ and our individuality as image-
bearers of God recreated, restored, and renewed in true righteousness and holiness. 

That’s why this talk of racism and social justice is so funny, but unholy, wicked, and 
immoral. Without life in Christ every human being has the same parents. We are all one race. 
And, again, everyone is the same, lifeless sinners. But once we have been saved by grace alone 
in Christ alone we then have a new identity. This is a lens through which we must see, because 
sin brought us to be the unholy ones of Adam, but salvation in Christ brings us to be holy in 
Christ alone. Then and only then are we truly different, set apart. This is true not only in our 
fundamental make-up where our nature has changed or in our position before God as holy in 
Christ, but it is true from there in reaching into our lives. Then my ethnicity is a beautiful display 
of God’s grace, design, and providence. Then if I have tattoos they are a part of my story that 
resides in the mercy of God. My fashion can also be a difference that brings glory to my God 
when it honors God. It’s only in Christ that our differences can be seen in their true light and be 
celebrated, whatever they are and when they are from God not our subjective opinion. This all 
points to glory where people from every tongue, tribe, and nation will be singing praise to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which will be a glorious picture of difference. While at the same time there 
will be perpetual, eternal darkness and despair for those who do not escape the second death. 
There, in the lake of fire, will be no difference, no uniqueness. 

The gospel of salvation in Christ alone tells humanity that we are the unholy ones of 
Adam. We are sinners and we sin. That’s who we are by nature and that’s what we do by action 
from the heart. Due to this we are guilty and under the wrath of God who is the Judge of all the 
world. This is our condition and it is the same condition that every human faces. Only in and 
through the righteousness and holiness of Jesus in His life, death, and resurrection can we sinners 
be washed and separated, pardoned and free, alive and living. Because of the holiness of Jesus 
and the redemption that is in Him we can then see how one aspect of holiness, being different, is 
magnified and with great meaning to display the riches of God’s grace against the backdrop of 
our unholiness. 


