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SATISFIED WITH JESUS
Luke 6:21

Satisfaction is a pretty important issue in our world. Isn’t that
what most advertisements promise. Over and over we hear things
like, “Satisfaction guaranteed.” Or “If you are not satisfied with our
product, just return it in the original package and we will cheerfully
refund your money.”Or some vacation spots guarantee the most
satisfying time of your life. 

As a result of these promises, we tend to have high hopes as we
commit to make a purchase, or commit to spending a lot of money on
a vacation, or when we commit to work for a particular company, or
very importantly, when we commit to a life-long relationship with
our spouse. Even churches get in on the act by promising that anyone
who attends their meetings will go away with a most satisfying,
fulfilling religious experience —whatever that is.

What if you are not satisfied? Well, you send the product back,
or you look for a new job, or a new spouse, or a new church. Well, I
have some sad news for folks who are always looking for love in all
the wrong places. Your world that promises you so much satisfaction
in so many different venues cannot deliver on its promises. The very
best it can do is offer temporary satisfaction. 

The truth on this issue is, as one might expect, found in God’s
Word. Moses chose to be in a right relationship with God rather than
to enjoy the fleeting pleasures the world offers (Hebrews 11:25).
Solomon was spot-on when he concluded, All things are full of
weariness; a man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing,
nor the ear filled with hearing (Ecclesiastes 1:8). He who enjoyed
most of the pleasures and joys the world offers came to the end of life
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realizing that he had been chasing vain promises that never offered
full satisfaction. 

How different is our Lord’s promise when He offered, “Come
to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). When we come to Jesus
for satisfaction, we find it. In our fellowship with Christ we will
conclude with David, “You make known to me the path of life; in
your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11). Consider the satisfaction
Jesus promised to us who hunger and weep.

Our Condition.

We should all be very familiar with our condition before
receiving God’s grace. If we are honest, we will be quick to admit
that in our natural condition we were hungry for a world of sin. That
hunger controlled us because we are born in a naturally sinful
condition. We are by nature children in Satan’s family. Therefore, the
desires of Satan’s realm are natural to people in that condition. 

By nature, every person loves the world and the things that are
in the world which are characterized by physical gratification, greed,
pride of possessions. Loving that kind of stuff in the world, ordinary
people naturally want more. Since it is a basic instinct, even as little
children we wanted more and more toys, candy, shiny gadgets, and
passing things. As adults, we want more and more pleasure, more and
more possessions, and still shiny gadgets and passing things. 

As we grew older, we learned to want what other people had.
As children, we coveted other children’s toys. As adults, we covet
their jobs, their homes, their possessions, their positions or their
spouses. Sometimes we are convinced if we had what “they” have,
we would be satisfied. And everything in our world culture reinforces
that fallacy. Sure you just got a new iphone last year, but the 10 that
just came out has a couple of features your’s does not have. To see
how pervasive this attitude of greed and covetousness is, just Google
“What is the newest iphone?” and discover that you don’t even have
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to finish the question. The first choice to the question, “What is the
newest . . .” is “iphone.”

Longing for more or for what the other person has, has been the
“normal” way since Cain and Abel. Kings look around at their
kingdom and, wanting more, slaughter and pillage their neighbors.
Businessmen want more customers so they lie and cheat to put their
competitor out of business. A man wants more women so he steals
another man’s wife, or buys a woman of the street, or just pretends by
looking at pornography. By nature we are starving for satisfaction. In
our natural condition, we are hungry and do not even understand for
what we are hungry.

Furthermore, in our natural condition we wept over the effects
of sin. Given enough time, we discover that all the sin of the world
does not satisfy. Worse is that having worn ourselves out looking for
satisfaction by chasing false advertising, we are a wreck physically,
emotionally, and spiritually. People who sold their souls to worldly
pursuit cannot even look at themselves in the mirror.

One time a precious child of God confessed that before God
poured out His grace on her, she was a typical child of the sinful
world system. In those days she came to the conclusion that no one
is able to endure in this world without the help of drugs or alcohol or
some other dependency.

So we live in a world of starving people who paste make-
believe smiles on their face to cover their broken, weeping spirits.
They want to be happy, they pretend to be happy because they
possess so much that their world claims will make them happy. But
they are very sad, and being alone is a scary proposition for they fear
what they might do to themselves. That kind of hunger and that kind
of sorrow is discouraging, destructive, and ultimately deadly.

I hope there is a marked contrast between the way you were
born and the way you are now. Because of God’s grace, we have a
different kind of hunger and weep for different reasons. Being a
recipient of God’s grace, we realize how much we need His
righteousness. Hopefully you have experienced the process. One day
God graciously pursued us. He found us in our pitiful plight like a
lamb bruised and wounded, our head trapped in the twisted briars of
sin, perilously close to the edge of the cliff of lust about to fall to our
everlasting destruction. He spoke words of conviction but words of
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comfort from His precious letters to us. We heard His invitation to
acknowledge our sad condition and embrace by faith His payment for
our sins. We believed Him and He rescued us from the path of
destruction that we naturally chose.

Now, having a new heart and new understanding, we realize
how unrighteous we were in our pitiful condition. We realize that we
were like plants trying desperately to grow and produce fruit in
thorny soil. We acknowledge that it was not working. We proved
Jesus’s explanation of a bad soil’s response to the good seed. “And
as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as
they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and
pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature” (Luke 8:14).

Now our desire is to abandon the unrighteousness of the sinful
world, even the self-righteousness of the sinful self, and be clothed in
Christ’s righteousness. Because we now have a heart, an inner man,
fashioned after Jesus’s heart, we long to be righteous like Him. We
know what true righteousness is because we see it explained, defined,
demonstrated, manifested by God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
and by God’s chosen vessels all through the Scripture. The more we
read, study, and understand Scripture, the greater our hunger for
righteousness becomes. Now instead of being famished for passing
worldly junk that does not satisfy, we are starved for Christ’s
character to be resident in our lives.

Also, because we are now recipients of God’s grace, we weep
over sin. Those who are deficient in God’s grace sorrow because of
the effects of sin. Often they have ruined their health, ruined their
future, and ruined relationships. Those situations are justifiable
causes for weeping. But when we are born again, we experience a
different kind of weeping. God’s words of conviction about our sin
do cause us to weep. But that kind of sorrow leads us into a deeper
fellowship with our Savior. An important truth is: “For godly grief
produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas
worldly grief produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:10).

Now we weep tears of joy knowing the incredible grace of God
that drew us out of the pit of sin. When we contemplate what could
have been the results of our hunger for sin, we weep tears of joy that
the Lord delivered us. And, too, we weep for sins that still pester us.
Sometimes we sin and know we sin even though we are born again.
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Our loving Heavenly Father is compassionate and caring enough to
discipline us at times like that. Like any disciplined child we weep.
Sometimes we have sinful characteristics that we are not even aware
of. When our Lord graciously brings those sins to our attention, we
are embarrassed, humiliated, and often weep because of our foolish
spiritual blindness.

Our Lord’s Promise.

The wonderful promise of our text is that the Lord satisfies us.
He satisfies our need to be wanted. Everyone desires to be wanted,
needed, appreciated. So we sell our souls to passing fancies or failing
relationships with failing people. We conform and compromise in
order to be “acceptable.”

And all the time we are selling out to feel wanted, we are not
realizing that what we are feeling is the great need God has created
within us. He has placed the concept of eternity in our hearts.
Solomon concluded, “He has made everything beautiful in its time.
Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find
out what God has done from the beginning to the end” (Ecclesiastes
3:11). God makes everything beautiful and subject to His timing. He
has placed the principle of eternity in our hearts.

But because we live out life in the temporal, passing world, we
are always longing for something more, something greater. That was
Solomon’s experiment with all that life has to offer. He came to the
end of it unsatisfied, though the pleasures of life had promised
satisfaction. Only God Himself can satisfy the eternal hunger in our
souls. The Church Father, Augustine wrote, “You have made us for
yourself and our hearts are restless until they can find peace in you.”
How ironic that the great longing in our souls to be wanted is put
there by our Creator who deeply longs for us to want Him.

He satisfies our hunger and thirst for righteousness. Especially
we who are born again have a genuine longing for righteousness.
Righteousness is God’s standard of right determined by His own
character. God’s righteousness is revealed in His law. We learn from
experience that it is impossible for us to achieve that righteousness or
to live consistently according to that standard. Therefore, the
righteousness of God cannot be gained by keeping His law. Rather
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God’s righteousness is satisfied in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. His
blood shed on the cross satisfies the justice (same word as
righteousness) God demands for offenses against Him. Paul put it like
this: Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so
one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men
(Romans 5:18).

By faith we trust God’s promise to apply the righteousness
Christ purchased to us, thus making us righteous like Christ. And so,
Abraham grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That is
why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness” (Romans
4:20-22). God the Holy Spirit living in us causes us to hunger for
more and more of the righteous character of God. But if Christ is in
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life
because of righteousness (Romans 8:10).

To say the least, we who have received Christ’s righteousness
are blessed. Because of God’s work of regeneration and sanctification
within us, we are showered with His blessings. Originally, the word
blessed described someone who is the recipient of special favor. The
ancient Greeks used the word to speak of one who received the
special favor of the gods. The Bible uses both the Greek and Hebrew
words translated “blessed” to describe us who have received the favor
of God. Sometimes the word describes how God blesses in material,
physical blessings or even how He blesses by delivering His people
from their enemies.

Primarily in the New Testament the word speaks of spiritual
blessing. To be blessed is to be clothed with the righteousness of
Christ and being conformed to His righteousness. And because God
is continuing to make us more like Christ, we are happy (a common
use of the word in interpersonal relationships). God desires for us to
be happy in Him. Yes, we are happy in our relationships with His
people, but our joy is rooted in our relationship with God through
Christ.

According to our text, we can say that God makes us laugh.
That is not to conclude that we laugh foolishly like shallow people of
the world do. Foolish laughter is as short-lived as the cause for the
laughter. Also, the modern idea in some religious circles of “holy”
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laughter is generally not rooted in biblical truth. More often than not,
the laughter of the unsaved world is stimulated by sin and flesh.

Maybe we could more accurately apply the word laugh to say
that we rejoice in God. We weep to be right with God. We weep
because of our sin. We weep because of the effects of sin in our lives
and all around us. But we laugh (rejoice in God) because He removes
the guilt of our sin and replaces it with His righteousness. Because of
God’s work of grace, we are happy people. Our happiness is as
sincere and real as our relationship with God who is the source of our
happiness. Therefore, we should be able to understand and be
characterized by Paul’s commands: Finally, my brothers, rejoice in
the Lord (Philippians 3:1a). Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will
say, rejoice (Philippians 4:4).
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