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Daniel 5:1-31 
 
Introduction: 

Matthew Henry: The destruction of the kingdom of Babylon had been long and often foretold 
when it was at a distance; in this chapter we have it accomplished, and a prediction of it the very 
same night that it was accomplished. Belshazzar now reigned in Babylon; some compute he had 
reigned seventeen years, others but three; we have here the story of his exit and the period of his 
kingdom. We must know that about two years before this Cyrus king of Persia, a growing 
monarch, came against Babylon with a great army; Belshazzar met him, fought him, and was 
routed by him in a pitched battle. He and his scattered forces retired into the city, where Cyrus 
besieged them. They were very secure, because the river Euphrates was their bulwark, and they 
had twenty years; provision in the city; but in the second year of the siege he took it, as is here 
related. 

 
Who was Belshazzar? (Probably) the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Jeremiah 27:6-7  And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve 
him.  7  And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, until the very 
time of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him. 
 
Jeremiah 52:31  And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the month, that 
Evilmerodach king of Babylon in the first year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, and brought him forth out of prison, 
 
John Gill: This king was not the immediate successor of Nebuchadnezzar, but Evilmerodach, 
who, according to Ptolemy's canon, reigned two years; then followed Neriglissar, his sister's 
husband, by whom he was slain, and who usurped the throne, and reigned four years; he died in 
the beginning of his fourth year, and left a son called Laborosoarchod, who reigned but nine 
months, which are placed by Ptolemy to his father's reign, and therefore he himself is not 
mentioned in the canon; and then followed this king, who by Ptolemy is called Nabonadius; by 
Berosus, Nabonnedus, by Abydenus, Nabannidochus; by Herodotus, Labynitus; and by Josephus, 
Naboandelus, who, according to him, is the same with Belshazzar; whom some confound with the 
son of Neriglissar; others take him to be the same with Evilmerodach, because he here 
immediately follows Nebuchadnezzar, and is called his son, in Daniel 5:11, and others that he was 
a younger brother, so Jarchi and Theodoret; but the truth is, that he was the son of Evilmerodach, 
and grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, which agrees with the prophecy in Jeremiah 27:7, for though 
Nebuchadnezzar is called his father, and he his son, this is said after the manner of the eastern 
nations, who used to call ancestors fathers, and their more remote posterity sons. 

 
What is the meaning of Belshazzar’s name?  

John Gill: …but rather this is the Belus of the Babylonians, who was a renowned king of them, 
and after his death deified …Bel may design the sun. He had his name Belshazzar from the idol 
Bel, and may be rendered, "Bel's treasurer": though, according to Saadiah, the word signifies "a 
searcher of treasures", of his ancestors, or of the house of God. Hillerus translates it, "Bel hath 
hidden". 
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Belshazzar’s feast and folly: 
1-4 1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before 
the thousand.  2  Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden 
and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might 
drink therein.  3  Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the 
temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his 
wives, and his concubines, drank in them.  4  They drank wine, and praised the gods of 
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.   
 
God’s children (Judah) are in Babylonian captivity. Cyrus the Persian (the enemy of Babylon) is 
outside the wall and is ready to strike. Cyrus would be a blessing to God’s children, but God’s 
children did not know that deliverance was near. 
 

2 Chronicles 36:23  Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build him an house in 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The LORD his God 
be with him, and let him go up. 
 
Ezra 1:7  Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the LORD, 
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his 
gods; 
 
Isaiah 44:28  That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my 
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy 
foundation shall be laid. 

 
Belshazzar, his family, and his associates have taken what is God’s and have used it for their own 
pleasures while worshipping their pagan gods. 
 
This is where we are today. We, God’s children, are now captive in a nation whose elected public 
servants in civil government have taken what is God’s and have used it for their own humanistic 
pleasure while worshipping their own humanistic idols. Societal influence has caused them to 
abandon truth. This has been happening for a long time and we, like Judah, have been carried 
away into captivity over that time because of our own sins and the subtlety of our enemy.  
 

2 Chronicles 7:19-20  But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my 
commandments, which I have set before you, and shall go and serve other gods, and worship 
them;  20  Then will I pluck them up by the roots out of my land which I have given 
them; and this house, which I have sanctified for my name, will I cast out of my 
sight, and will make it to be a proverb and a byword among all nations. 

 
But God is now exposing our enemies for who they are in the open: Satans and Anti-Christs. 
Their sin is no longer hidden. We can see it with our eyes and hear it with our ears every day, 
just as the Jews were witness to the debauchery and blasphemy of Belshazzar in Babylon. 
 
The writing on the wall: 
5-6 5  In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the 
candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the 
hand that wrote.  6  Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against 
another.   
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The king, too drunk on wine and too deceived by idolatry to understand the source of the vision, 
became fearful. He knew that whatever the meaning of the writing on the wall, it did not bode 
well for him or his kingdom.  
 

Proverbs 19:3  The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth 
against the LORD. 

 
The writing is on the wall for our nation. The virus, the civil unrest, the election. The warnings 
from God are all around us today and our elected public servants in civil government are drunk 
with power and deceived by their humanistic idols of evolutionary science, critical race theory, 
intersectionalism, wokeism, socialism, fascism, and Marxism.  
 

Isaiah 5:20-23  Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  21  Woe 
unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!  22  Woe unto 
them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:  23  Which 
justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous 
from him! 

 
The wrong interpreters: 
7-9 7  The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. 
And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this 
writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a 
chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.  8  Then came in all the 
king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the 
interpretation thereof.  9  Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his 
countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonied.   
 
No man can understand the word and work of God except him who has been given the Spirit of 
God.  
 

1 Corinthians 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned. 

 
What we are seeing in our nation today is a work of God. God is judging the nation with disease, 
with disruption, with evil.  
 

Proverbs 16:4  The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the 
day of evil. 

 
The right interpreter: 
10-17 10  Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the 
banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble 
thee, nor let thy countenance be changed:  11  There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is 
the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding 
and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, 
astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;  12  Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and 
knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard 
sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king 
named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation.  (continued) 
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(continued) 13  Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto 
Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king 
my father brought out of Jewry?  14  I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in 
thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee.  15  And now the 
wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, 
and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation 
of the thing:  16  And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and 
dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation 
thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be 
the third ruler in the kingdom.  17  Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy 
gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the 
king, and make known to him the interpretation.   
 
A history lesson: 
18-21 18  O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, 
and majesty, and glory, and honour:  19  And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, 
nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he 
would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down.  20  But 
when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him:  21  And he was driven from 
the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild 
asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he 
knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth 
over it whomsoever he will.   
 

“Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” George Santayana 
 
If Belshazzar was the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, the event described by Daniel are from the 
recent past. Those events of God’s blessing, followed by God’s correction and Nebuchadnezzar’s 
humbling, would have been relatively fresh in the annals of Babylonian history. Most children, 
and certainly the king’s children, would have known of Nebuchadnezzar’s experience, yet 
Belshazzar ignored the warnings and glorified himself and his idols over God. 
 
This is the same situation within our nation today. Not only have our government officials 
ignored history, but they have supported the distortion and destruction of history at the altar of 
their pagan religions. Now only a remnant remains who, like Daniel, may be able to speak the 
truth of God’s providence towards our nation.  
 

Isaiah 10:20-21  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such 
as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; 
but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.  21  The remnant shall 
return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. 

 
The current events:  
22-23 22  And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou 
knewest all this;  23  But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they 
have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, 
of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in 
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:   
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This was not only applicable to Belshazzar, but was also applicable to Judah, in that Judah had 
fallen into captivity because it had become prideful, denying God glory and praise through 
partaking in idolatry. But Belshazzar and his kingdom was the focus of this judgment. 
 
Our captivity in this nation is our responsibility. It is our fault. God’s judgment against the 
nation is a response to two things: 1. Our sin. God is disciplining the nation because of our sin. 
We have complacently succumbed to the idolatry of our age. 2. The sin of our neighbors, 
including our government officials, who, like Belshazzar no longer seek to do what is right 
according to God’s law, but what is right according to their relativistic humanistic law, which is 
no law at all. 
 

Jeremiah 9:13-16  And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set 
before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein;  14  But have 
walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers 
taught them:  15  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed 
them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.  16  I will 
scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and 
I will send a sword after them, till I have consumed them. 

 
The curse: 
24-28 24  Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written.  25  And 
this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  26  This is the 
interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished 
it.  27  TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.  28  PERES; 
Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.   
 
Belshazzar receives the sentence of death, both for himself and for his government: its days had 
run out, it was finished, it was not worth keeping as it was, and it was given to another.  
 
Our nation is dying. Why would we deny that God has cursed our nation? Truth is being negated 
in the highest offices of the national government: gender denial, homosexual marriage, legal 
abortion, equity of outcome, reparation for slavery, and many other things (“issues”) that 
directly oppose God’s truth and God’s law are being propagated by our government as normal 
and as truthful, but they are only truthful in the pagan religion(s) of the land. God has numbered 
the nation’s days because it has been found wanting upon God’s scales. Whether it is finished or 
not, and whether it will be divided among the other heathen or not, remains to be seen. It is, at 
its best, surviving on life support by God’s mercy and grace for the sake of God’s children and 
God’s glory. 
 
The reward: 
29-31 29  Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of 
gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler 
in the kingdom.  30  In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.  31  And 
Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old. 
 
Belshazzar and his government are destroyed by Cyrus and Darius. The kingdom is given to 
Darius to rule and Darius is a blessing to God’s children. Perhaps Daniel knew, perhaps he did 
not, but God had planned to bless his children, though captives in a heathen nation, with the 
freedom to rebuild their lands and to live their lives in relative peace.  
 
This is our hope. That God will bless us in the same way.  
 


