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What is the outline of the book of Nehemiah? 
 

Matthew Henry: “This book relates,  
I. Nehemiah's concern for Jerusalem and the commission he obtained from the king to go thither, 
Neh 1:1-11, 2.  
II. His building the wall of Jerusalem notwithstanding the opposition he met with, ch. 3, 4.  
III. His redressing the grievances of the people, ch. 5.  
IV. His finishing the wall, ch. 6.  
V. The account he took of the people, ch. 7.  
VI. The religions solemnities of reading the law, fasting, and praying, and renewing their 
covenants, to which he called the people (ch. 8-10).  
VII. The care he took for the replenishing of the holy city and the settling of the holy tribe, ch. 11, 
12.  
VIII. His zeal in reforming various abuses, ch. 13.” 

 
F.B. Meyer (simplified):  
“I. THE BUILDING OF THE WALL, Nehemiah 1:7-7:73 
II. RENEWING THE RELIGIOUS LIFE; REFORM, Nehemiah 8-13” 

 
Our study of Nehemiah will follow these outlines and will apply Nehemiah’s work in his day to 
our work as God’s people in our day.  
 
When was the book of Nehemiah written?  
 
Nehemiah was the last of the historical books written in the Old Testament. It is considered by 
many to be a continuation of the book of Ezra (sometimes called “Ezra 2”) and may have been 
written in some parts by Ezra. Nonetheless the style of writing is different enough throughout 
much of the book to delineate Nehemiah’s writing from Ezra’s. 
 
Nehemiah covers 12 years from the 20th to the 32nd years of the reign of Artaxerxes, or began 90 
years from the Jews’ return from Babylon and finished 433 years until the coming of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Who was Nehemiah? 
 
He may have been the Nehemiah mentioned in Ezra 2:2 who came out of captivity in Babylon to 
Jerusalem and Judah in the 7th year of the reign of Artaxerxes. He records of himself that he 
was: the son of Hachaliah (1:1), the brother (by blood or by spirit) of Hanani (1:2), the king’s 
cupbearer (1:11), and the governor of Jerusalem (5:14) 
 

R.A. Torrey: “For disinterestedness, philanthropy, patriotism, prudence, courage, zeal, 
humanity, and every virtue that constitutes a great mind, and proves a soul in deep communion 
with God, Nehemiah will ever stand conspicuous among the greatest men of the Jewish nation; 
and an exemplar worthy of being copied by the first patriots in every nation under heaven.” 

 
F.B. Meyer: “The secret of his efficiency lay in his constant bringing of all the problems before 
God, and of this habit we shall have abundant evidence as we proceed. The book abounds in 
expressions of his sincerity. Nehemiah was a simple-hearted man, characterized chiefly by 
humility and purity of motive, and revealing the mighty power that can be exerted by one who has 
no purpose in life and no power that is not centered in God.” 

 
Our study of Nehemiah will highlight the traits and actions of the man Nehemiah in his day and 
will apply those traits and actions to our lives as God’s people in our day.  
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What had happened to the Jews? 
 
They had been taken into captivity in Babylon by the Chaldeans. 
 

Jeremiah 25:8-12  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because ye have not heard my 
words,  9  Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and 
Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and 
against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy 
them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations.  10  Moreover 
I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle.  11  And this 
whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years.  12  And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are 
accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for 
their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations. 

 
The Chaldeans rule ended. 
 

Daniel 5:30-31  In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.  31  And 
Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old. 

 
The Persians release the Jews to return to Jerusalem and Judah. 
 

Isaiah 44:24-28  Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the 
womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that 
spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;  25  That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh 
diviners mad; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish;  26  That 
confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that 
saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be 
built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof:  27  That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will 
dry up thy rivers:  28  That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my 
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy 
foundation shall be laid. 
 

The Persians direct the Jews to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem. 
 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23  (Parallel Ezra 1:1-3) Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,  23  Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms 
of the earth hath the LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build him 
an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? 
The LORD his God be with him, and let him go up. 

 
The Jews go to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem. 
 

Ezra 1:5  Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and 
the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of 
the LORD which is in Jerusalem. 

 
Observations and applications:  
 

Proverbs 21:1  The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: 
he turneth it whithersoever he will. 
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God is sovereign over all things in both heaven and earth. He is directly involved in the nations 
and politics of the earth. His involvement in those nations and politics always centers around his 
care for his people.  
 

The Babylonian captivity was God’s corrective action toward the Jews who had “not 
heard my words” (Jeremiah 25:8).  

 
The transfer of power from the Chaldeans to the Medes and Persians was God’s 
punishment upon the king and nation who was “weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting” (Daniel 5:27) and God’s blessing upon the king and nation who he had “stirred 
up the spirit of” (2 Chronicles 36:22) and had given “All the kingdoms of the earth” (2 
Chronicles 36:23).  

 
The decree of Cyrus the Persian to release the Jews to occupy and build in Judah and 
Jerusalem was God using the king to “perform all my pleasure” (Isaiah 44:28).  

 
These actions that God has taken in the past are the same actions that God is taking in the 
present. God uses the nations and politics of the earth to care for his people. This is why we 
should care about and be involved in the government of our nation at all levels from the city, to 
the county, to the state, to the nation.  
 
God not only raises up and tears down nations as he cares for his people, but he raises up men 
and women within his people to lead them forward in the work of influencing, liberating, 
occupying (reoccupying), and building (or rebuilding) in the midst of those nations. The 
scriptures are full of such examples: Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Ezra, Nehemiah, Mordecai 
and Esther, and, of course, our true King Jesus Christ, whose apostles and disciples (us) carry on 
the work until today. 
 
Jesus Christ has been given all power from God the Father. 
 

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. 
 

Jesus Christ rules over all earthly nations, both friends and foes. Because of his power, we his 
people, should be willing to teach, baptize, and teach the earthly nations according to our 
commission (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 

Psalms 110:2-3  The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the 
midst of thine enemies.  3  Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the 
beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 

 
We must choose to serve God (Jesus Christ) rather than men.  
 

Joshua 24:15  And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom 
ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD. 
 
Isaiah 6:8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 
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Acts 5:29  Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men. 

 
We must not second-guess God’s plans for his people and must always be prepared to stand up 
for the kingdom of God (Jesus Christ), even if it might mean the forfeiture our lives. 

 
Esther 4:14  For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement 
and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be 
destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this? 

 
Which brings us to Nehemiah. God’s care for his people has brought them out of the captivity in 
Chaldean Babylon and under the rule of Persia. God has established a king in Persia to do his 
will, which is for God’s people to reoccupy and rebuild in the cities of Judah and in Jerusalem. 
Ezra has recorded the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem and now the rest of the work must 
be completed. Nehemiah is the Jewish patriot “for such a time as this”. In the next lesson, we 
will begin in chapter 1. 
 
 


