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“The Work of the Holy Spirit” 

     Open up to the Gospel of John this morning, I have two Scripture readings that I am going to read 
in chapters fourteen and sixteen, but before we read our text this morning I would like to tell you 
that this message is on a subject that most Christians have long forgotten about, the blessed third 
person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit.  

Just as must God, as the Father and the Son.  

     Throughout the message you will hear me refer to the Holy Ghost and the Holy Spirit. Do not be 
confused, they are the same. There are not four parts to the Trinity, otherwise it would not be a 
Trinity, but there are three parts to the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost.  

     In the New Testament alone there are some 261 passages which refer to the Holy Spirit. He is 
mentioned 56 times in the Gospels, 57 times in the book of Acts, 112 times in the Pauline epistles, 
and 36 times in the remaining New Testament. 

- Many people are absent from a true understanding of the Scriptures because of their 
misinterpretations.  

J.C. Ryle said in The Classic New Testament Commentary - “Ignorance of Scripture is the root of every 
error in religion, and the source of every heresy. To be allowed to remove a few grains of ignorance, 
and to throw a few rays of light on God’s precious word is, in my opinion, the greatest honour that can 
be put on a Christian.” 

Zechariah 4:6 

6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

     The Holy Spirit is mighty and powerful, He is God - whether as Comforter, Instructor, Guide, 
Sanctifier, Quickener, or Intercessor, he fulfills His function and each work is wrought with the 
overall will of God, the trinity.  

     The Holy Spirit has been quinced, neglected, and forgotten by the Church. His work has been 
stifled and set to the side for religion and the adopted teachings of man.  
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     People say He’s not important because Jesus Saves, Amen to that, but have we not forgotten that 
the Holy Spirit leads  and sanctifies, conforms us to the image of Christ which is the Will of God.  

     I have two separate texts this morning – both from the Gospel of John, which deals a little bit 
about the work of the Holy Spirit.  

John 14:25-26 

25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

John 16:12-15 

12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 

14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it 
unto you. 

     I want to do my best this morning with the help of God to show you these four things.  

1. His work is a Calling Work. 

2. His work is a Quickening Work. 

3. His work is a Sealing Work. 

4. His work is a Work of Grace. 

     I do believe that the LORD Jesus Christ here in these passages is trying to show us the importance 
of the work and will of the Holy Spirit.  

1. His work is a Calling Work. 

Jesus said in John Chapter 6 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day.  

     Jesus also said in John Chapter 10, I am the Good Shepherd and my sheep hear my voice; and that 
He calleth His own sheep by name. He knows His sheep by Name, because He named us.  
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     We must understand that in order to be saved we must obey the call of the Holy Spirit to 
salvation.  

But now that raises a question, how does He call? Two ways  

– There is a sense in which God draws all men. They are known as the “general call” and is to be 
distinguished from the “effectual call” of God’s elect, and you cannot hear the “effectual call” until 
you hear the gospel.  

But He does call all – Jesus said if the Son of Man be lifted up I will draw all men unto me. 

The General Call –  

Psalm 19:1-3 

1The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 

2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 

3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 

     No speech nor language, where their voice is not heard,  

Romans 1:20  

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse. 

Then there is the Effectual Call –  

John 15:16 

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you. 

Matthew 22:14 

14 For many are called, but few are chosen.  

     We must realize and understand that it’s the Work of the Holy Spirit, on His time, through His 
will, that the call is given.  

     It saddens my heart to know that there are so many people that will reject God’s calling to eternal 
life. They are so set in their ways and determined to do things laid out by a man made teaching. It’s 
not man’s doctrine, or religion. It’s not by the might of a man, a preacher, a priest or the Pope. It’s 
not by the power of a denomination or traditions.  
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     Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. It is through by the 
effectual calling of the Holy Spirit that sinners come to know and accept Christ. It’s is not through 
and by their work but the work of the Holy Spirit.  

     Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

2. His work is a Quickening Work. 

     The work on the Holy Spirit is to quicken, to make alive. 

     It’s the Holy Spirit’s work that brings light and truth to the unbeliever. - Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 

It’s the Holy Spirit that convicts, calls and quickens to make one believe to come to repentance.  

It’s the Holy Spirit that makes one realize they are a sinner. 

It’s the Holy Spirit that makes on e realize they need a Saviour. 

 John 6:63 

63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life. 

Ephesians 2:1 

1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

Ephesians 2:5 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 

     The Holy Spirit is the quickening power,  

3. His work is a Sealing Work. 

     The Holy Spirit never takes a sick day, or a vacation. He is everywhere, all the time.  

He convicts, He calls, He Quickens.  

Leading one to repentance and faith in the LORD Jesus Christ by the effectual calling. 

Once that transaction is completed, He Seals. 

     Now I don’t understand all the particulars of this transaction, however I do know that God 
affirms it in His Word and the Work of the Holy Spirit. Because - His work is a Sealing Work. 
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     Now you can jump on the manmade band wagon and add to the Word of God if you want to with 
all the man made traditions and doctrines, but I think I’ll stick with the Bible and what it says about 
this whole.  

John 6:27  

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.  

II Corinthians 1:21-22 

21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 

22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.  

Ephesians 1:13 

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,  

Ephesians 4:30 

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

     Don’t you thank God this morning that it’s not up to you, your Salvation is not dependent upon 
your work, but the Work and Will of a Sovereign and Holy God. He is Faithful in fulfilling His 
promises, and He says what He means and He means what He says. 

Thank God, for the Sealing of the Holy Spirit –  

 

John 10:28-29 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 

     Notice that He said this twice in two verses – Why because He wants our joy to be full in knowing 
that we can have assurance of our Salvation.  

     And I know that I am sealed and secure in Christ. 
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4. His work is a Work of Grace. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

     The sweet Holy Spirit, the might Holy Spirit, the comforting, leading, guiding, directing Holy 
Spirit; come to us by the grace of God. 

1. His work is a Calling Work. 

2. His work is a Quickening Work. 

3. His work is a Sealing Work. 

4. His work is a Work of Grace. 

and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

     Nothing of me, nothing I did, am doing or will ever do, but by the grace of God, through the work 
of the Holy Spirit.  Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.  

 

 


