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John 3:1-12 

Salvation 101-F – Perseverance of the Saints 

Introduction: 

     Our lesson this evening brings us to Salvation 101-E, the last point of the acrostic known 
as the TULIP which most refer to as the doctrine of Sovereign Grace. The points of the 
acrostic of the TULIP are: 
 
T – Total Depravity,  
U – Unconditional Election,  
L –Limited Atonement,  
I – Irresistible Grace, 
P – Perseverance of the Saints 1 
 
     Perseverance of the Saints is also known as the doctrine of ‘eternal security’ or what 
many in the Arminian camp of theology refer to as ‘once in grace always in grace,’ and they 
say that very sarcastically, because of their lack of understanding of Biblical regeneration.2 
It is indeed, once in grace always in grace, because of the Sovereign decree and will of 
Almighty God. Paul writes in Second Timothy, ‘Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,’3 

__________________________________________                                  
1 NOTE: The doctrine of perseverance is usually held by calvinistic groups and is based in the doctrines of election 
and predestination where God elects (chooses) people for salvation (2 Thess. 2:14) and predestines (brings about 
by his sovereign will, Eph. 1:3-4, 11; Rom. 8:29) the redemption of those elect and justifies them (declaring them 
legally righteous, Rom. 4:5; 5:1) by grace alone in Christ alone apart from the works of the Law (Rom. 3:28; 4:5).  If 
God is sovereign and he works all things after the council of his will (Eph. 1:11), then he sovereignly keeps all 
whom he has redeemed. Furthermore, perseverance is not a license to sin.  Those who are saved and eternally 
kept by God are also regenerated (John 3:3; 2 Cor. 5:17) and war against their sin (Rom. 7:14-25). Matthew J. Slick, 
What is Perseverance of the saints? Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry – CARM. (May 5, 2013) Date 
Accessed: February 18, 2019. https://carm.org/what-is-perseverance-of-the-saints. 
 

2 Regeneration “Special act of God in which the recipient is passive. God alone awakens the person spiritually 
through the power of His Holy Spirit. Both the OT and NT also speak of the renewing of the individual. In a 
technical sense the act of regeneration takes place at the moment of conversion as the individual is spiritually 
awakened.” Drumm, S., Regeneration: Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary , Ed. C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. 
Bond, E. R. Clendenen, & T. C. Butler, (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1371–1372. 
 

3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 1:9. 
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     This greatly misunderstood doctrine falls back to a lack of understanding of the first four 
principle doctrines we have previously covered.  
 

1. Total Depravity. 
2. Unconditional Election. 
3. Limited Atonement (Particular Redemption). 
4. Irresistible (Effectual) Grace. 

 
     I’m going to teach this a little differently this evening, you will see how that all of these 
truths tie in together. You may say you believe in eternal security, and even have an 
understanding of it. However, unless you have embraced the full doctrine of Sovereign 
Grace, you have never left the milk of security and feasted upon the meat of the Sovereignty 
of God. 
 

     Our security, our perseverance, and our preservation is not determined upon us. It was 
settled in the eternal counsels of Heaven in old eternity. Before the foundation of the world, 
in the dateless past, before the world began, God chose a people for Himself according in 
the kind intentions of His own will – and He works all things according the counsel of His 
own will. His ‘dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to 
generation: 35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none 
can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?’4  
 
Isaiah 46:9-10 
 

9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there 
is none like me, 
 

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet 
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:5 
 

     The perseverance/perseveration or security of the Saints is rooted in the perseverance 
of the work of the Good Shepherd and not in the deeds of the sheep. It is the biblical 
teaching that God’s elect upon regeneration will believe in Christ and repent; they are held 
secure by God’s working power of grace despite the temptation of their own flesh and sin. 
Their salvation is secure and they can will never be lost, or unborn again, or lose God’s 
gracious gift purchased by His Son the LORD Jesus. Christ will hold fast to all He has 
redeemed. Jesus said. I am the Good Shepherd and I lay down my life for the sheep, He went 
on to say: 

‘My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.’6 

__________________________________________ 
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Daniel 4:34c-35. 
 

5 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Isaiah 46:9-10. 
 

6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 10:27-29. 
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     Let me explain something to you, eternal security and assurance of salvation are not the 
same thing. Assurance of salvation comes from truly believing and knowing that one is 
eternally secure in the finished work of Christ, rooted in the Sovereign decrees of God 
foreordained in the eternal counsels of heaven before the world began. Recorded in the 
Scripture and revealed by the Holy Sprit.  
 

- Eternal Security / trusting in the Sovereignty of God, then your assurance is in God. 
- Eternal Security / rejecting the Sovereignty of God, then your assurance is in yourself. 

 
     Why is the doctrine of Eternal Security / Perseverance of the Saints real? 
 
     Wayne Grudem writes, ‘The perseverance of the saints means that all those who are truly 
born again will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their 
lives, and that only those who persevere until the end have been truly born again.’7 
 
     How is it that such scholarly men as Grudem, Edwards, Whitefield, Hodge, Spurgeon, 
Ryrie, Schaeffer, MacArthur and Sproul; all these theological giants of our day, and of our 
grandparents day; could be right there with the Apostles Paul, Peter, John and Jude. To 
preach and teach that the true regenerated believer in Christ will endure and persevere to 
the end for the glory of God?  
 
     Because they submitted to the Sovereignty of God, and was made to see the purpose of 
God. ‘Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made 
known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed 
in himself.’8 

 
     The foundational truth of the perseverance/preservation of the saints, your eternal 
security rests contained within two of three verses that is rejected by 9 out of 10 lepers. So 
if you would for this last and final series from Salivation 101 open up to Romans chapter 
number eight.  

     This text is the certainty of our salvation and the eternal security of the believer in Christ 
rests in all three of these verses, not just in Romans 8:28. However, one must understand 
the source, and trust that source in that He is ever so faithful and His mercy endures 
forever. It is not faith that saves, however it is the object of our faith that offers that hope of 
glorification and security. All because of what that object, Christ Jesus the Lord has fully 
accomplished by His finished work because of what the Father has purposed. 

• You see this was His plan from the beginning / and He never asked for your input! 

__________________________________________ 
7 Grudem, Wayne A. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Cómo Entender) Zondervan. Kindle 
Edition. (2009-05-18), 788. 
 

8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ephesians 1:8-9. 



4 
 

Salvation 101-F – Perseverance of the Saints   Princess Chapel Church 

 
 
     He does not need to know what you have to say about the matter, you need to hear what 
has to say about the matter! Remember, this is not coming from me. This is not my plan, I 
am not thinking this up, this is straight from the Scripture dealing with the perseverance of 
the saints, the real reason we are eternally secure in Christ. 
 
Romans 8:28-30 
 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 

30Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.9 
 
     We must understand that all things in this universe occur according to the Sovereign will 
of God. He does all things according to His own purpose and He works all things according 
to the counsel of His own will. I have heard people respond to events in this life, whether it 
be the tragedy of an earthquake, a hurricane, or even a devastating tsunami that claims 
multiple lives or even a tragic event such as a school shooting where young lives are taken 
in a heartbeat without any plausible explanation. I have heard people say ‘Well, that’s not 
God’s will!’  ‘Or maybe that’s His permissive will!’ Have you really and truly, logically thought 
about what you have just said?  
 

• If you are saying something occurs that was not God’s will – then you are ignorantly 
accusing God of being powerless. Unable to control His own creation. You have 
inadvertently rejected the Sovereignty of God. 
 

• If you fall back of the permissive will notion, you are stating God has two wills, one 
of which is not perfect therefore, it cannot be holy. Now you have inadvertently 
accused the actions allowed by God to be unholy, therefore, you have accused God to 
be unholy.    

 
     However, there are those that still want to cling to God’s Sovereignty and say that certain 
events just still occur outside of His will. They have now accused God of operating outside 
of the purpose and counsel of His Own will. Therefore, God has violated His own nature, His 
will, and His decrees. He has changed; therefore, all that the Scriptures speak of His 
attributes are false. Furthermore, all our faith and what we believe is vain and meaningless 
if this be the case. (Another very serious accusation against God). 
 
     Can men just not accept that God’s Sovereign purpose is always accomplished? It is for 
this reason in the life and salvation of the believer that God has given us Romans chapter 8. 
It is the Father’s plan according to His own purpose, it is the Son’s provision through His 
own propitiation and it is by the Holy Spirit’s own process by which He secures the believer 
through power and providence. Furthermore, the Father has predestined all of this to come 
about according to the purpose of His own will.  
 
__________________________________________ 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-30. 
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     When people honestly begin to study their Bibles, they will begin to realize just how 
great God is. They can for once start to truly see how big God is and just how small we are. 
Then God will begin to open our eyes to such beautiful doctrines such as total depravity,10 
regeneration, monergism,11 imputation,12 reconciliation,13 even words like fore-
knowledge14 and predestination.15 It is words like these that are contained throughout the 
Scriptures; these concepts and doctrines which were taught our Lord, they were taught of 
the Apostles and the early Church Fathers. However, it appears today that these words and 
teachings are foreign to the common everyday church-goer that claims to love Jesus, yet 
they know nothing of His teachings. 
 

     How can you claim to love and follow someone, and all you know is the story of their 
birth and death? You know nothing about what they truly believed or stood for. 
 

• Words of Jesus – ‘In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy 
sight.’16 
 

• Words of Jesus – ‘As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.’17 

 
     I asked myself, how to teach this great truth of the perseverance of the Saints, and 
Romans 8:28-30 kept coming to my heart and mind, so I want to begin there. The Apostle 
Paul may have pinned these words, but they came to him by the breath of God out of the 
heart of Christ, and here lies the believers assurance. 
 
Romans 8:28-30 
 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 

30Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.18 

 
     There is so much here in this text, but I want to go through this in rapid-fire succession. I 
will not belabor this verses or these points, because one year ago I spent fourteen weeks in 
these three verses. Nevertheless, I do want us to review this. Dr. John MacArthur writes, 
these three verses show us four key elements of the security of the believer.19 
 
__________________________________________ 
10 NOTE: Total Depravity is the doctrine that fallen man is completely touched by sin and that he is completely a 
sinner. He is not as bad as he could be, but in all areas of his being, body, soul, spirit, mind, emotions, etc., he is 
touched by sin. In that sense, he is totally depraved. Because man is depraved, nothing good can come out of him 
(Rom. 3:10-12), and God must account the righteousness of Christ to him. This righteousness is obtainable only 
through faith in Christ and what He did on the cross. Total depravity is generally believed by the Calvinist groups 
and rejected by the Arminian groups. Matthew J. Slick, Total Depravity, Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry – 
CARM. (2015) Date Accessed: February 18, 2019. https://carm.org/dictionary-total-depravity. 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%203.10-12
https://carm.org/dictionary-calvinism
https://carm.org/dictionary-total-depravity


6 
 

Salvation 101-F – Perseverance of the Saints   Princess Chapel Church 

 

 
1. The Extent of our security - it covers all things; 'And we know that to them that love 

God all things work together for good,' 20 
 

2. The Recipients of security - those who love God; 'that all things work together for 
good to those who love God,'21 

 
3. The Source of our security - God is the Source, to they that are the called; 'to them 

who are the called according to His purpose.'22 
 

4. The Certainty of our security - Once again God, His purpose; in that whoever He 
foreknew, whoever He predestined, whoever He called, whoever He justified, them 
He also glorified. Because, ‘For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers.’23 

 
     John MacArthur also states the key to understanding these three verses are held in one’s 
understanding of the latter part of verse number 28 of Romans chapter 8. Where the 
Apostle Paul says, ‘to those who are called according to His purpose.’24 25 
 
     However, we know that His purpose has been secured by His foreknowledge, which is 
none other than His divine foreordination. However, there are those that will swear up and 
down that God foreknowledge is He, looks forward in time to see what is going to happen 
and based off of God fore-seeing those events He decrees it. Even their salvation! 
 
     Impossible, if God must look forward to see their choice He would not be all knowing. 
Can God learn? No! God learns nothing from man, no does He choose based off the merit of 
future works of man. However He gives mercy unto whom He gives mercy, and He hardens 
whom He hardens. So it all boils down to His purpose – found in Romans 8:28. 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
11 NOTE: Monergism ‘The art and science of biblical interpretation firmly establish unconditional election and the 
correlative truth of monergism. The Reformed position’s strength is exegesis — the interpretation of the text in 
light of its grammar, syntax, and context. The doctrine is proved by (1) the direct statements of Scripture; (2) the 
teaching of the Bible concerning the incapacity of man to do anything that is pleasing to God without God’s first 
freeing the sinner from the bonds of death; and (3) the teaching of those passages that combine these two truths 
into an undeniable whole.’ Dr. James White (2009) A Defense of Monergism: Christian Research Institute, Article 
ID: DD802-1: accessed September 11, 2016. http://www.equip.org/articles/monergism-a-defense-of-monergism/. 
 

12 NOTE: Imputation / Impute: ‘To impute means to reckon to someone the blessing, curse, debt, etc., of another. 
Adam's sin is imputed to all people (Rom. 5:12-21). Therefore, we are effectively all guilty before God. 
Our sins were put upon, imputed, to Jesus on the cross where He became sin on our behalf (2 Cor. 5:21) and died 
with them (Isaiah 53:4-6). Therefore, our sins are forgiven. Understanding imputation is very important. 
Imputation is the means of our salvation. Our sins were put upon, imputed, to Jesus on the cross. Our sins were 
"given" to Jesus. When He died on the cross, our sins, in a sense, died with Him. The righteousness that was His 
through His perfect obedience to the Father in His complete obedience to the Law is imputed, given, to us. In 
short, our sins were given to Jesus. His righteousness was given to us. Technically speaking our sins were imputed 
to Jesus. His righteousness was imputed to us.’ Matthew J. Slick, Impute, Imputation, Christian Apologetics & 
Research Ministry – CARM. (2015) Date Accessed: February 18, 2019. https://carm.org/dictionary-impute. 
 

http://www.equip.org/articles/monergism-a-defense-of-monergism/
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%205.12-21
https://carm.org/dictionary-sin
https://carm.org/dictionary-jesus
https://carm.org/dictionary-cross
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor.%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2053.4-6
https://carm.org/dictionary-salvation
https://carm.org/dictionary-god-the-father
https://carm.org/dictionary-law
https://carm.org/dictionary-impute


7 
 

Salvation 101-F – Perseverance of the Saints   Princess Chapel Church 

 

 

     We know that God has chosen according to His purpose, through His foreknowledge, 
which is His own foreordination. 
 
Romans 8:28-29a 
 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 
29 For whom He did foreknow,26 
 
     This word ‘foreknow’ that Paul uses, is not ‘foresight’ it cannot be. If you claim that it is, 
then I am telling you that your god is not all knowing. If you claim that it is, then I telling 
you that your so-called creator is subject to its own creation and is not in control of 
anything. Therefore, your god is nothing more than an idol.   
 
     So the security of the believer or the preservation of the saints rests in the promise of 
verse 28. Knowing that all things work together for good. To all them, that love God. That is 
all those that are the called according to His purpose.  
 
     For all those whom He did foreknow / foreordain / appoint / chose / elect: 
__________________________________________ 
13 NOTE: Reconciliation is mainly a New Testament concept.  It is the changing for the better a relationship 
between two or more persons.  Theologically it refers to the change of relationship between God and man. We are 
naturally children of wrath (Eph. 2:3) and are at enmity with God (Eph. 2:11-15), but, " . . . we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son . . . "  (Rom. 5:10). Because of the death of Jesus, the Christian's relationship with 
God is changed for the better. We are now able to have fellowship with Him (1 John 1:3) whereas before we could 
not. So, we are reconciled to him (Rom. 5:10-11). The problem of sin that separates us from God (Isaiah 59:2) has 
been addressed and removed in the cross. It was accomplished by God in Christ (2 Cor. 5:18). Matthew J. Slick, 
Reconcile, Reconciliation, Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry – CARM. (2015) Date Accessed: February 18, 
2019. https://carm.org/dictionary-reconciliation. 
 

14 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
‘Foreknowledge – 4267 - proegnō – προέγνω / 4268 - prognōsei -προγνώσει. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
2010). 
 

15 NOTE: Predestination is the doctrine that God has foreordained all things which will come to pass, yet He is not 
the author of sin. He does, however, use sinful things for His glory and purpose. For example, the crucifixion was 
brought about by sinful men who unjustly put Jesus to death (Acts 4:27), yet, in that death, we are reconciled to 
God (Rom. 5:10). Predestination maintains that God is the one who decides who will be saved (Rom. 9:16) and that 
it is not up to the desire of the person (John 1:13). God is the one who ordains the Christian into forgiveness, " . . . 
and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed" (Acts 13:48). Also, "For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 
and whom He predestined, these He also called; and who He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, 
these He also glorified," (Rom. 8:29-30). Further verses to examine are Eph. 1:4, 11, Rom. 9. (See also Election & 
the doctrine of Sovereignty). Matthew J. Slick, Predestination, Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry – CARM. 
(2015) Date Accessed: February 18, 2019. https://carm.org/dictionary-predestination. 
 

16 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 10:21. 
 

17 21st Century KJV, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), John 17:2. 
 

18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-
30. 

https://carm.org/dictionary-god
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph.%202.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph.%202.11-15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%205.10
https://carm.org/dictionary-jesus
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20John%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%205.10-11
https://carm.org/dictionary-sin
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2059.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor.%205.18
https://carm.org/dictionary-reconciliation
http://biblehub.com/greek/proegno__4267.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/progno_sei_4268.htm
https://carm.org/dictionary-god
https://carm.org/dictionary-sin
https://carm.org/dictionary-crucifixion
https://carm.org/dictionary-jesus
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%204.27
https://carm.org/dictionary-reconciliation
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%205.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%209.16
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.13
https://carm.org/dictionary-ordain
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2013.48
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%208.29-30
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph.%201.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph%201.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%209
https://carm.org/dictionary-predestination.
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     What is meant by the terms foreknow / foreordained / appoint / chosen / elect and how 
does it relate to the preservation of the saints with our eternal security? 
 

1 Peter 1:2-5 
 

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be 
multiplied. 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 
 

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, 
 

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.27 
 
     This text is clear to show that election is rooted in the foreknowledge / foreordination of 
God. The security of the believer to rooted in the power of God secured by the purpose of 
election. 
 

Jude 1:1-2 
 

1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the 
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 
 

2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.28 
 
 

     This text is clear to show that salvation is rooted in election, because they have been 
sanctified / set apart (set aside) consecrated (chosen) by the Father. The security of the 
believer to rooted in the power of Christ through God’s Sovereign purpose of Election. 
__________________________________________ 
19 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8, (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 
1991). 221. 
 

20 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 8:28a. 
 

21 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 8:28a. 
 

22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
 

23 Ibid., Romans 8:29. 
 

24 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8, (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 
1991). 
 

25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
 

26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-
29a. 
 

27 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), 1 Peter 1:2-5. 
 

28 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Jude 1:1-2. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 
 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth: 
 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.29 
 

     This text is clear to show that salvation is rooted in election, because ‘because God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salvation.’ This beginning is from the foundation of the 
world as the Bible clearly indicates in many other passages, and the book of the Revelation 
states that the names were recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life from the foundation of the 
world (Revelation 17:8). Therefore, the believer’s salvation rooted in election and their 
security is promised all the way to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

     I could dig deeper and your passage after passage in the Bible where it supports the 
doctrine of the perseverance / preservation of the saints, or if you want to call it eternal 
security. Practically every time if you look close enough you will see close by within the 
context a reference to God’s foreknowledge / His foreordination / appointment / decree / 
Him choosing / His election or predestination. You might not like it, but the truth is your 
security rest not in your perseverance, but in the Sovereignty of God. ‘And when the Gentiles 
heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed.’ 30 
 

• Paul / Philippians 1:6 ‘And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.’31 
 

• Peter / 1 Peter 1:3-5 ‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time.’32 

 

• Jude / Jude 1:24 ‘Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present 
you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.’33 

 
     Your perseverance and preservation is rooted in the Sovereign decree and will of the 
counsel of a Holy and Merciful God. It is not a licenses to sin and I’ll prove that to you. 

__________________________________________ 
29 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Thessalonians 
2:13-14. 
 

30 21st Century KJV, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), Acts 13:48. 
 

31 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Philippians 1:6.  
 

32 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Peter 1:3-5. 
 

33 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Jude 1:24. 
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John 15:16 
 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father 
in my name, he may give it you.34 
 

- Jesus said - Ye have not chosen me, 
By your own will, Jesus talks of their freewill. 

 
- Jesus said - but I have chosen you, 

Divine election – God’s Sovereign choice. 
 

- Jesus said - and ordained you, 
God’s predestinating love, to be conformed to the image of his Son. 

 
- Jesus said - that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: 

The perseverance and preservation of the Saints. 
 
     Praise God, my assurance is not rooted in Doug Salyer, but it is founded upon the Rock of 
Ages – the Supreme Sovereign God of all Heaven and earth and I shall not be moved. 
 
John 6:37-40 
 
37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out. 
 
38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 
 
39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 
 

40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
34 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 15:16. 
 

35 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), John 6:37-40. 
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