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The Importance of Presence at a Funeral
(Verses 17-19)
Jesus’ timing.

John 11:4-6 But when Jesus heard it he said,
“This illness does not lead to death. It is for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in
the place where he was.

John 14:18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will
come to you.

John 14:16 & 17 And I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him
nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with
you and will be in you.

Job 2:11-13 Now when Job’s three friends heard
of all this evil that had come upon him, they came
each from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite,
Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.
They made an appointment together to come to
show him sympathy and comfort him. 12 And
when they saw him from a distance, they did not
recognize him. And they raised their voices and
wept, and they tore their robes and sprinkled
dust on their heads toward heaven. 13 And they
sat with him on the ground seven days and seven
nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they
saw that his suffering was very great.

God’s use of funeral etiquette.

Psalm 69:20 Reproaches have broken my heart,
so that I am in despair. I looked for pity, but there
was none, and for comforters, but I found none.
Psalm 142:4 Look to the right and see: there is
none who takes notice of me; no refuge remains
to me; no one cares for my soul.

[saiah 52:9 & 10 Break forth together into
singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the

Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed
Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends
of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
John 20:31 but these are written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

John 11:45 & 46 Many of the Jews therefore, who
had come with Mary and had seen what he did,
believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

Martha’s Reaction and Jesus’ Response
(Verses 20-27)
Martha’s mixed reaction.

Luke 10:38-42 Now as they went on their way,
Jesus entered a village. And a woman named
Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she
had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet
and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was
distracted with much serving. And she went up to
him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my
sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to
help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha,
Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many
things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken
away from her.”

Philippians 4:6 & 7 do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Acts 10:13-16 And there came a voice to him:
“Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By
no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything
that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice
came to him again a second time, “What God has
made clean, do not call common.” 16 This



happened three times, and the thing was taken up
at once to heaven.

James 1:16-20 Do not be deceived, my beloved
brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow
due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us
forth by the word of truth, that we should be a
kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19 Know this,
my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the
anger of man does not produce the righteousness
of God.

Matthew 14:31 Jesus immediately reached out his
hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you
of little faith, why did you doubt?”

Jesus' assurance.

[saiah 61:2 & 3 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who
mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful
headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the garment of praise
instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
that he may be glorified.

1 Thessalonians 4:18 Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

Martha’s hope.

Job 19:25-27 For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 26
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in
my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall see for
myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not
another. My heart faints within me!

Daniel 12:2 And many of those who sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Psalm 16:10 For you will not abandon my soul to
Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.

Jesus’ doctrine of full assurance.

John 1:4 In him was life, and the life was the light
of men.

Colossians 1:15-17 He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For

by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him. 17 And he
is before all things, and in him all things hold
together.

John 5:21 For as the Father raises the dead and
gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom
he will.

John 5:25 & 26 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour
is coming, and is now here, when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who
hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life
in himself.

John 6:37-40 All that the Father gives me will
come to me, and whoever comes to me [ will
never cast out. 38 For | have come down from
heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him
who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who
sent me, that [ should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40
For this is the will of my Father, that everyone
who looks on the Son and believes in him should
have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the
last day.”

John 6:44 No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise
him up on the last day.

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has
eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
2 Corinthians 5:8 Yes, we are of good courage,
and we would rather be away from the body and
at home with the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:54 & 55 When the perishable
puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying
that is written: “Death is swallowed up in
victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O
death, where is your sting?”

Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? “The word
is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9
because, if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10



For with the heart one believes and is justified,
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.

Martha’s testimony of hope.

Matthew 16:15-17 He said to them, “But who do
you say that  am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this
to you, but my Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 11:27-30 All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me, for [ am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.”

Mary’s Reaction and Jesus’ Response (Verses
28-36)
Mary’s expression of grief.

Psalm 27:14 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let
your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!

Isaiah 6:8 And I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?” Then I said, “Here [ am! Send me.”

Luke 10:39 And she had a sister called Mary, who
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching.
John 12:3 Mary therefore took a pound of
expensive ointment made from pure nard, and
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with
her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance
of the perfume.

Matthew 23:37-39 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the
city that kills the prophets and stones those who
are sent to it! How often would I have gathered
your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing! 38
See, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell
you, you will not see me again, until you say,
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.”

Jesus’ response of compassion.

Hebrews 4:14-16 Since then we have a great high
priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Psalm 56:8 You have kept count of my tossings;
put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your
book?

John 13:35 By this all people will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep.



