It is a story about Jesus

It is story of God’s faithfulness

It is a warning about rebellion and unbelief
It is a story of the already not yet

It is our story

Case Studies for the Community
Numbers 5

The laws were not concerned with public health or the potential infection of others
with contagious diseases; the concern was simply that such defilement would make
it impossible for the living God to dwell in their midst.

Duguid, Iain M., and R. Kent Hughes. 2006. Numbers: God’s Presence in the
Wilderness. Preaching the Word. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.

Case study for impurity

Numbers 5:1-4 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ?“Command the people of Israel
that they put out of the camp everyone who is leprous or has a discharge and
everyone who is unclean through contact with the dead. 3 You shall put out both
male and female, putting them outside the camp, that they may not defile their
camp, in the midst of which I dwell” *And the people of Israel did so, and put them
outside the camp; as the LORD said to Moses, so the people of Israel did.

Leprosy
Discharge
Contact with the dead

Leprosy (sa-ra-at): skin disease.
Leviticus 13 & 14

Leviticus 13:45-46 “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes
and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out,
‘Unclean, unclean.’ ¢ He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is
unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.
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Discharge of semen or blood
Leviticus 15

Leviticus 15:31-33 “Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate from their
uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness by defiling my tabernacle that is in
their midst.” * This is the law for him who has a discharge and for him who has an
emission of semen, becoming unclean thereby; *also for her who is unwell with her
menstrual impurity, that is, for anyone, male or female, who has a discharge, and
for the man who lies with a woman who is unclean.

Contact with the dead

Leviticus 21:1-4 And the LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of
Aaron, and say to them, No one shall make himself unclean for the dead among his
people, 2except for his closest relatives, his mother, his father, his son, his daughter,
his brother, 3 or his virgin sister (who is near to him because she has had no
husband; for her he may make himself unclean). *He shall not make himself unclean
as a husband among his people and so profane himself.

Numbers 19

Numbers 19:11-13 “Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean
seven days. ?He shall cleanse himself with the water on the third day and on the
seventh day, and so be clean. But if he does not cleanse himself on the third day and
on the seventh day, he will not become clean. ® Whoever touches a dead person,
the body of anyone who has died, and does not cleanse himself, defiles the
tabernacle of the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from Israel; because the
water for impurity was not thrown on him, he shall be unclean. His uncleanness is
still on him.

Romans 7:24-25 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of
death? » Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve
the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Case study for restitution

Numbers 5:5-10 And the LorD spoke to Moses, saying, ¢ “Speak to the people of
Israel, When a man or woman commits any of the sins that people commit by
breaking faith with the LORD, and that person realizes his guilt, "he shall confess his
sin that he has committed. And he shall make full restitution for his wrong, adding a
fifth to it and giving it to him to whom he did the wrong. 8 But if the man has no
next of kin to whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution for



wrong shall go to the LORD for the priest, in addition to the ram of atonement with
which atonement is made for him. ® And every contribution, all the holy donations
of the people of Israel, which they bring to the priest, shall be his. '* Each one shall
keep his holy donations: whatever anyone gives to the priest shall be his”

Horizontal and the vertical

Psalm 51:4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.

1John 2:2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
sins of the whole world.

Case Study for dealing with suspected unfaithfulness

Numbers 5:11-14 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, * “Speak to the people of
Israel, If any man’s wife goes astray and breaks faith with him, ®if a man lies with
her sexually, and it is hidden from the eyes of her husband, and she is undetected
though she has defiled herself, and there is no witness against her, since she was
not taken in the act, *and if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous
of his wife who has defiled herself, or if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he
is jealous of his wife, though she has not defiled herself,

Numbers 5:15 then the man shall bring his wife to the priest and bring the offering
required of her, a tenth of an ephah of barley flour. He shall pour no oil on it and put
no frankincense on it, for it is a grain offering of jealousy, a grain offering of
remembrance, bringing iniquity to remembrance.

It prevents a jealous husband from punishing his wife on the basis of suspicion
alone. This complex ritual must be exactly performed (v. 30b) so that the woman
might be protected from a husband’s whim in an age in which protections for
women were admittedly few and far between.

Ashley, Timothy R. 1993. The Book of Numbers. The New International Commentary
on the Old Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.

Leviticus 20:10 “If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the
adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.

It prevents a jealous husband from punishing his wife on the basis of suspicion
alone. This complex ritual must be exactly performed (v. 30b) so that the woman
might be protected from a husband’s whim in an age in which protections for
women were admittedly few and far between.


https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot04nu?ref=BibleBHS.Nu5.11-31&off=12794&ctx=that+of+Lev.+20%3a10.+~It+prevents+a+jealou

Ashley, Timothy R. 1993. The Book of Numbers. The New International Commentary
on the Old Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.

Numbers 5:16-18 “And the priest shall bring her near and set her before the LORD.

7 And the priest shall take holy water in an earthenware vessel and take some of the
dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the water. ® And the priest
shall set the woman before the LORD and unbind the hair of the woman’s head and
place in her hands the grain offering of remembrance, which is the grain offering of
jealousy. And in his hand the priest shall have the water of bitterness that brings the
curse.

Numbers 5:19 Then the priest shall make her take an oath, saying, ‘If no man has lain
with you, and if you have not turned aside to uncleanness while you were under
your husband’s authority, be free from this water of bitterness that brings the
curse.

Numbers 5:20-22 But if you have gone astray, though you are under your husband’s
authority, and if you have defiled yourself, and some man other than your husband
has lain with you, #then’ (let the priest make the woman take the oath of the curse,
and say to the woman) ‘the LORD make you a curse and an oath among your people,
when the LOrRD makes your thigh fall away and your body swell. 2 May this water
that brings the curse pass into your bowels and make your womb swell and your
thigh fall away. And the woman shall say, ‘Amen, Amen.

Numbers 5:23-26 “Then the priest shall write these curses in a book and wash them
off into the water of bitterness. 2 And he shall make the woman drink the water of
bitterness that brings the curse, and the water that brings the curse shall enter into
her and cause bitter pain. ®And the priest shall take the grain offering of jealousy
out of the woman’s hand and shall wave the grain offering before the LORD and
bring it to the altar. 2 And the priest shall take a handful of the grain offering, as its
memorial portion, and burn it on the altar, and afterward shall make the woman
drink the water.

Numbers 5:27-28 And when he has made her drink the water, then, if she has defiled
herself and has broken faith with her husband, the water that brings the curse shall
enter into her and cause bitter pain, and her womb shall swell, and her thigh shall
fall away, and the woman shall become a curse among her people. 2 But if the
woman has not defiled herself and is clean, then she shall be free and shall conceive
children.

Numbers 5:29-31“This is the law in cases of jealousy, when a wife, though under her
husband’s authority, goes astray and defiles herself, 2° or when the spirit of jealousy
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comes over a man and he is jealous of his wife. Then he shall set the woman before
the LORD, and the priest shall carry out for her all this law. 3*The man shall be free
from iniquity, but the woman shall bear her iniquity.”

1 Peter 1:17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each
one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,

1 Peter 2:23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he
did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.



