SCRIPTURE: Esther 3:1-15; Acts 4:13-28
SERMON: Utter Hopelessness! 28 February 2010

INTRODUCTION: DISASTER (Est.3; see 1Cor.5:5; Lk.15:16f; Eph.2:1-3f; see Jdgs.)

. BIBLE: KNOW IT & BE WISE! (Esther 3; see 1:13; Ps.19:7; 119:97,165; Rom.15:4; 2Tm.3:14)
A. HAMAN THE ADVERSARY (3:1,10; see 8:1,3,5; 9:10,24)

B. HAMAN THE MERITLESS vs MORDECAI THE UNREWARDED (3:1f vs. 2:21-23)

C. HAMAN THE AGAGITE vs MORDECAI THE JEW (3:1 vs. 2:5)
1. Agag the Amalekite vs Saul the Benjamite (1Sam.15:8f; see Est.3:1 vs. 2:5)
2. the Amalekites vs. the Israelites (1Sam.15:1f; Ex.17:8f; Num.24:20; Dt.25:17f; 1Chr.4:42f; Ps.83:7)

D. HAMAN THE PROUD vs MORDECAI THE CONTEMPTUQUS (3:1f,5 vs. 3:2f)

E. SUMMARY: HAMAN vs ALL THE JEWS EVERYWHERE (3:6f,13)

. total war (3:6; see Ex.17:14f; Num.24:20; Dt.25:17f; 1Sam.15:3f; Ps.83:7)

. appeal to a higher power (3:6,13; see Prov.16:33; see Lev.23:5; Ex.12:1f)

. wise as serpent: suspicion, lie, negative conclusion, positive suggestion, bribe (8,9; see Gen.3:1f; Mt.4:1f)
. anirresistible, irrevocable decree: written & sealed (3:9,10; 12; 14,15; see Dan.6:8,12,15; 17)

. complete destruction: destroy, kill, annihilate; all in one day (3:13; see Ex.14:10f; 2Kngs.18,19)

. universal application: satraps, governors (provinces), princes (peoples) (3:12,14)

F. SUMMARY: UTTER HOPELESSNESS! (3:15; see 1:12f; 2:6,8f,16f with 3:1/2f)
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I1. FAITH: BELIEVE IT & BE SAVED! (see Acts 16:31; Rom.10:17; 2Tm.3:14,15)
A. SPIRITUAL WARFARE
1. our Haman (3:1f; 1Pt.5:8; see Gen.3:1f; Job 1,2; Rev.12:10; 20:9a)
2. an ancient & cosmic conflict (3:1f; Gen.3:15; Ps.83:4f,7; Lk.4:1f; Acts 2:23; Eph.6:12f; Rev.12:7 w/Dan.10:13,20)
3. total war (3:1f,6f; Acts 4:26(Ps.2:2) vs. 2Th.2:7f; Rev.19:11ff)
4. our Champion (3:2; Jn.14:30; 1Jn.3:8; see Col.2:14)

B. UTTER HOPELESSNESS
1. destroyed in temptation (3:13a; Rom.7:24,13f; Gal.5:17)
2. killed in sin (3:13b; Eph.2:1-3; Rom.3:9f; 20,23)
3. annihilated in body (3:13c; Gen.5:5f; Rom.5:12; Eccl.2:18f)
4. our Hope (3:2; Rom.7:25; 8:37; Eph.2:4f; see Lk.4:1f; Heb.4:15; 9:15; 1Cor.15:54f; Acts 2:24)

C. GOD OVER ALL
1. rules over our Haman (3:1f; Job 1:6f; 2:1f; 1Cor.5:5; Acts 4:27,28; Col.1:16; Ps.76:10)
2. rules over randomness (3:7; Prov.16:33; see Eph.1:11; Ps.135:6)
3. rules over despair (3:12 with Lev.23:5; Ex.12:1,6f; 13,23; Ps.91:1f)
4. our Decree (3:9f,12b; Rom.8:31; see Rev.7:3; 9:4; 14:1; 22:4; 21:27)

Il. LIFE: DO IT & BE BLESSED! (see Jn.13:17; 2Tim.3:16,17; Ezra 7:10)

A. BE PREPARED FOR SUDDEN & SEVERE TRIALS (3:1f; Gen.2:15f/3:1f; Mt.3:16f/4:1f; 5:11f,44; 10:23;
13:21; 23:34; Acts 8:1f; see Acts 14:22; 2Tm.3:12; 1Pt.4:12f; Rev.2,3; 13:10,etc.)

B. BE STRONG IN THE LORD TO STAND UP AGAINST YOUR ADVERSARY (3:2f; Eph.6:10f;
Phil.4:13; Heb.10:32)

C. HOPE AGAINST HOPE: HEAR THE UNSEEN (3:2f; Ex.17:16; 1Sam.15:2; Ps.83:1f,7; see 2Cor.5:7;
Rom.4:18f; 8:24; Heb.11:17f))

D. AS YOU EAGERLY WAIT FOR GOD, YOUR LIFE WILL BE PURFECT! (3:2f,7(9:24f);
Rom.8:25,28f; Ps.16:5,6; see Est.3:12 with Lev.23:5; Ex.12:1,6f; 13,23; Ps.91:1f)

Prepared by Teaching Elder Kit Swartz Reformed Presbyterian Church Eph.4:11,12; 1 Tim.4:12-16; 5:17; Ezra 7:10; Hos.4:6; Mal.2:7. www.oswegorpc.org
Questions/Comments: 154 City Line Road Oswego, NY 13126-2905 (315) 343-7112 Audio at www.reformedvoice.org; www.sermonaudio.com Page 1




