
True Colors Shining Through - John 12:36-43 2-27-22
Every father and mother set a standard for children that the children must obey. This is a 

principle that is true of all parents though it is recognized that some are more stern and others are 
more lax and that there is a fluctuation and imperfection in parenting that change given the 
parents and the situations. But these standards exist and they exist outside of their children. And 
so, given the nature of children, those standards that exist outside of them are hard for them to 
accept and obey, because they’re kids. Kids may not like bedtime standards, punishment 
standards, food standards, and often when they don’t like them they disobey. They push back and 
try to redefine the boundaries to see how far they can push their parents to change the standard. 
Out of the lists of sins that we find in Scripture it is very telling about ourselves and very 
interesting regarding the dynamic in life that we find the ”disobedience of parents” in these lists 
when we can easily think that that’s not as bad as the others. The reality of it is, we don’t like 
standards. And this shows itself very early on in life. In fact, Paul says in Romans 8:7 that 
without the Holy Spirit we humans beings who are set on the flesh by nature have no ability to 
obey the law of God. Then Scripture goes deeper in saying that our hearts are turned away from 
obedience in rebellion, because we love our darkness, we desire our own way. And this is a way 
we can show our true colors. 

By nature there are many standards that we don’t like and push back on. There are 
objective truths that we don’t want to accept that are laid out by God in His Word, which are very 
clear. I will name three of them that tie into what we will be talking about today and lead us to 
where we will finish. First, we don’t like to accept that God’s grace is a sovereign grace, in other 
words, that God is sovereign in salvation. A major piece of the offensiveness of the gospel is that 
our salvation cannot be dependent upon anything that we do, otherwise it is no longer grace. 
Instead, it would be grace plus human effort, no matter how much human effort. No matter how 
much effort that may be, it is still effort. So grace as defined by God is something that we 
naturally war against, because we are, by nature, accustomed to thinking that we have desires 
and abilities that can be good and pleasing to God whether it is all from us or if God helps us a 
little bit. Every false religion is based on this in one form or another. Every false way of salvation 
hinges upon human effort in one way or another. 

We also don’t like to accept that God is just, fair on His terms as King. To say that God 
does not give every single person an equal chance is not fair to us in our thinking today. To say 
that God does not love every single person equally is not fair to us in our thinking today. To say 
that God has chosen to leave and/or increase existing judgment on whomever He sees fit to do 
that is not fair to us in our thinking today. Today we think that everyone is entitled to win the 
prize, that everyone deserves eternal life, that everyone is entitled to a good grade no matter 
what. But this shows how far many are from understanding the true things of God. Justice, 
fairness would mean that we all, every single person, would be punished for what we’ve done. 
Instead of justice coming down on Christ for some, justice would be poured out on all of us and 
there would be no grace, no mercy at all. 

Lastly, we don’t like to accept that our love for God is not measured by us. We want to be 
able to examine our love for God by our own subjective, self-reasoned, standard, so that we will 
feel good about ourselves and so that we don’t have to question anything within our life, whether 
it is belief or behavior, that may reveal that we don’t truly love God. So in this effort we 
minimize God’s standard while at the same time we develop our own standard to measure our 



love by. Not only do professing Christians do this, but many people who really don’t profess to 
be Christian, but say they believe in some form of a god, they do this as well. It is in our nature, 
for one, because every single person knows that God exists, yet, two, in our sin everyone wants 
to distort Him and His truth, tailoring that to their own wants, and then measure their love for 
whatever god they worship by their own standard. All these standards that are from God are 
things we do not like. We want it our own way and, at the root, that is an issue of love.  

As I mention these things, we are led into our road map for today, which is to look at 1) 
the arm of the Lord, 2) to look at the justice of the Lord, and lastly, 3) to look at the true colors of 
love. 

In a way, what we see happening now as we come to this passage is really a summary of 
the unbelief of God’s covenant people. How this summary is drawn out by John is by referring to 
the Old Testament. What is evident and happening with the Jews at this time is anchored in the 
Old Testament. It is really a fulfillment of what the Old Testament says. There is direct reference 
here to Isaiah 53:1, which says, ”Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has 
the arm of the LORD been revealed?” Then the more known reference, because it is cited in the 
other Gospels and Acts, is what we hear in verse 40, which is from Isaiah 6:10. So what he is 
drawing out here is that some could not believe, because God hadn’t sovereignly chosen, in His 
justice, to be merciful to them. Again, this isn’t something we like and want to accept, but it is 
clear. So if we object to it then we need to repent and submit to God and His Word. The purpose 
statement of ”so that” and the piling up of explanation starting with ”therefore” followed by the 
reference of Isaiah 6:10 makes this sovereign action of God clear. 

Along with this, this passage spells out that the great need of sinful man is for the arm of 
the Lord to be revealed to them. What can we understand about this? First of all, the arm of the 
Lord represents the strength of God to save through Christ. His power extends out to save 
sinners, grabbing them out of darkness and bringing them into His marvelous light. It is the 
strength of God to pull a dead person up out of the grave by a compelling power, which is by the 
Spirit. And in that power is the active power of resurrecting the dead to life. Listen to Psalm 
44:1-3 as this saving arm of the Lord is explained more. ”O God, we have heard with our ears, 
our father have told us, what deeds you performed in their days, in the days of old: you with your 
own hand drove out the nations, but them you planted; you afflicted the peoples, but them you 
set free; for not by their own sword did they win the land, nor did their own arm save them, but 
your right hand and your arm, and the light of your face, for you delighted in them.” Notice the 
references about Jesus. Who is sitting at the right hand of God? Jesus. Who is the light of the 
face of God? Jesus. Listen to that connection in 2 Corinthians 4:4-6, ”In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, ‘Let 
light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Do you hear the explanation of how Jesus is the light of 
the face of God? Also, I hope you noticed the connection to the justice of God in blinding ”the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.” 
So salvation is of the Lord and it is a salvation that He is, and must be, sovereign in. 

This is the second part to understand about this great need of sinful man that the arm of 
the Lord be revealed to them. No one else can reveal Jesus to us and reveal to us our need for 



Him, but God by the Spirit. We sinners apart from Christ are groping around in the dark and we 
are blind, so the light needs to come and our eyes need to be opened. And further we need to 
recognize Jesus for who He truly is and why He truly came as we see ourselves personally 
confronted by what the gospel says, which can only happen when the mystery of Jesus is 
uncovered for us. The veil needs to be taken off, so that He is revealed to us. This, very clearly, 
targets in on the fact that salvation is a sovereign act of God. Jesus Himself makes it more clear 
about this sovereign grace in Matthew 11:25-27, ”25 At that time Jesus declared, ’I thank you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him.’” So all of the imagery and explanation that we get here in our text and in these 
references gives us no excuse to bolster the free will of man in salvation. God has made it clear 
that His saving grace is a sovereign grace that is a work of God alone with no help, no 
contribution, and no dependence upon us and our action. And that is precisely what we don’t 
like. We are offended by this. We want something else. We want it a different way and according 
to our standards. 

But we must remember that if God does not act in this way then no one will come to 
salvation. No one will even have a love for God, because that very love for God is given and 
produced by God Himself within us. So without this sovereign grace we all would be left to 
ourselves and that is justice, that is what we deserve. This is where we should recognize this arm 
of the Lord from the perspective of His justice, because here He doesn’t extend His arm, He 
doesn’t reveal His saving grace to some. This is His prerogative to do. We all have violated His 
law, we all have sinned against Him and in sinning against Him, and in Adam especially, we all 
are in a state of condemnation. So to be left there is just punishment. To be pulled out of there is 
an act of mercy and pardon on the guilty, which only comes in the powerful finished perfect 
work of Jesus Christ alone and when God by the Spirit applies that work to us, so it becomes 
ours. To explain further what we see here is to say that this is a judicial hardening that happens, 
which means that these people are not only left to themselves, but it is a purposeful blinding and 
hardening to increase the justice that is on them and poured out on them. If we leave aside our 
dislike of this, we can understand this, because if they keep purposefully rebelling against God’s 
Son, and therefore the whole law as well, and this increases in violence, to the point of killing 
Him, then isn’t this increase of hardening and blinding just? Shouldn’t there be greater 
punishment for those who have more violent rebellion? Equal weights and measures without 
partiality is justice. 

It’s important to note where this justice comes from. It comes from God through Christ as 
Christ is the King. This has always been the case, but more magnified after the life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. In so many ways these people have rejected the King and 
His Kingship. They don’t believe that this is who Jesus is. This is the reaction of those who have 
been left in the dark, to whom the arm of the Lord has not been revealed. But He has been 
revealed to some, like Isaiah. Listen carefully to what John says in verse 41, ”Isaiah said these 
things because he saw his glory and spoke of him.” As mentioned earlier this is a direct reference 
to Isaiah 6, so go there, because I want to point out a couple of things. [READ Isaiah 6:1-10] 

1) This is Jesus that Isaiah sees. Without what John says we can get to this conclusion, 



but with what John says it is inescapable. This should bring about an awe of Jesus and of 
Scripture, because it is more evidence that the whole Old Testament is about Him, it is evidence 
that He existed before the virgin birth as we see this pre-incarnate Jesus here, and it is evidence 
that Jesus is God. The worship we hear in verse 3, ”Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the 
whole earth is full of His glory!” is about Jesus. These are attributes of God alone. God alone is 
the LORD of hosts, the host of heaven. And this is a glory that is only God’s. So this shows us 
the divine nature of Jesus as the second person of the Trinity. Furthermore…  

2) He was sitting on His throne before He came to earth. The position of sitting means a 
position of rule and governance. And this particular rule and governance is over all of the earth 
and throughout all of heaven as is clear from what is said. So when Jesus ascended into heaven 
shortly after the resurrection, He ascended back to where He was before. This means that He 
always has been and always will be the supreme King who has authority over all of existence as 
He sits on His throne, that has always been His throne, at the right hand of God. What this should 
further do is… 

3) This should magnify His Kingly reign from the point of when satan is cast out. Jesus 
must be seen as King when we read John 12, which again proves the importance and need of 
what we talked about for the past four or five weeks. So when this is what we rightly see then 
this increases the significance of this justice and this increasing judicial hardening that goes on 
with these Jews who are rejecting their Messiah. They are the visible people of God who should 
recognize and honor Christ in His person and His work, especially, as it is clear here, in His 
authoritative Kingship over their lives. So because they are not recognizing and honoring Him in 
this fashion, as their King and Messiah, then their blindness and hardening increases from the 
justice of God. 

This ought to be a warning for the ”Christian” church today. Isn’t the visible Christian 
church the visible people of God now? We are the people who profess to believe in and follow 
Jesus. But what if we truly are not? What if we are rejecting the real Jesus in our unbelief, in 
whatever way we have unbelief, or what if we are rejecting His real authority over us, which 
comes in accordance with His authoritative Word? Wouldn’t it be just if this judicial hardening 
happened to those who reject Jesus in these ways? If it is just, which it is, then think about the 
effect it would have on life itself within society. Think about the direction that that society would 
then go in. Think about it this way, if the professing Christian church caved in on essential gospel 
truth back when liberalism and rationalism were first coming into the church and this increased 
and then when it got to more cultural issues that needed that foundation, but the foundation 
wasn’t there, so we caved in then on those, doesn’t that sound like a judicial hardening? Then 
when it gets to our day where much of the professing church are advocates or supporters of 
evolution, abortion, LGBTwhatever, immorality and the collapse of marriage and the home, 
unjust government overreach, and the rest of the humanistic worldview that is all over, then this 
judicial hardening can be more and more recognized. And that is fair for God to increase the 
hardening and blindness, because of what the visible church has done in rebellion against Him 
for some time now. What a warning this should be for the church, because we are the visible 
people of God just like the Jews were during Jesus’ day. 

And this is where this text brings us to examine the true colors of love, of how true love 
for God shows itself. In verses 42-43 we hear, ”42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities 
believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put 



out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that 
comes from God.” Back in John 9:22 this same thing happened where the parents of the blind 
man didn’t confess that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah for fear of getting kicked out of the 
synagogue. Now it’s even more magnified where these people who supposedly believe in Jesus, 
they won’t confess that Jesus is King, which has been the aspect of Jesus that has been 
highlighted this whole time. External profession that is without confession is empty, void of 
salvation. This confession, biblically, is not just a physical confession with the mouth, but it is to 
say the same thing as or to be in full agreement with. So if they had confessed belief in Jesus 
then they would have agreed with everything that Jesus had said about who He was and why He 
came. They would’ve agreed that Jesus was the Son of Man, that in Him was eternal life, and 
that He was Zion’s King. In that day to confess this meant treason toward Caesar, because you 
would be saying that Jesus is the only King and Lord. But they couldn’t do this, because they 
loved the glory that comes from man more. They loved the praise, the honor, the approval, the 
opinion of value from man more than from God. Notice that this was love, which comes from the 
heart, so they were revealing the condition of their heart by their lack of confession. 

And how did they show that this was their true condition more specifically? It was by 
their silence. And what was their reason for doing this? They didn’t want to get kicked out of the 
synagogue, which meant, as we talked about not too long ago, it meant that if you were kicked 
out of the synagogue then you are kicked out of society. You were an outcast, labeled as such and 
everyone knew it. This meant that there was some serious social ramifications that came with 
this, so the cost was too high for many people, so they kept quiet. This revealed that their 
professed belief in Jesus was false and that they didn’t truly love God. Their love was 
somewhere else. It was in their self-preservation and it was in their approval from man. They 
were not willing to confess that they believed in Jesus as the Christ, the King, the Son of Man, 
the Lord, the Savior. This confession is not only to line up with their belief in the person of 
Christ, but also the work of Christ and the word of Christ. But that’s the problem, it doesn’t line 
up. It is not in agreement. 

Here’s where I want us to recognize some implications of what is happening, because 
much of the same is happening today. The church is silent on so many issues, because we don’t 
want to experience what would happen to us socially if we spoke up. And this all comes from the 
truth that there is only one King and that is Jesus, so He is the ultimate authority on everything. 
So if the King has spoken on the issue of homosexuality, but if we are intentionally silent about 
that, then what does that say? If the King has spoken on lust, pornography, and adultery, and we 
are intentionally silent about that, then what does that say? If the King has spoken about the signs 
of wicked human rule and unjust government, but we are silent when that happens, then what 
does that say? If the King has spoken on human life starting at fertilization and if He has spoken 
on murder, but we are silent on the combination of those, then what does that say? If an issue 
comes up that the King has spoken on and we are confronted with it, but we stay silent with a 
lack of confession, which shows a lack of true agreement with the King’s word, then that says 
that we may very well love the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from 
God. If this is not repented of then it shows a lack of true belief in Christ. If this keeps happening 
and is the consistent pattern of action then it reveals a lack of true belief in Christ. This is all 
based on professing that you believe in Christ and that profession going along with a confession 
that shows that you agree with Him, which comes from, at the root, the confession that He is the 



Christ, the King, the Lord, and there is no other. And this further includes that He has spoken and 
there is no other authority and no other source of truth. So the silence, lacking this confession 
says that there is, by implication, another Christ, King, and Lord that we love more. Now, when 
particular issues come up and when we are confronted by them it can reveal whether or not we 
love the glory from God or from man. In this we measure our love for God by either our standard 
or God’s. When there is a consistent lack of confession, an agreement with God, then it shows 
that we are fine with desiring the glory from man more. This sadly is a characteristic of much of 
the modern church, because we want the world’s approval more than the approval of God and it 
shows by our actions. 

What will happen to those who love the glory that comes from man more than that which 
comes from God? They will be turned away when they come face to face with the King who they 
truly despised and rejected while they claimed to believe in Him. They will be rewarded with 
what mattered more to them, and that is their life, so their fair reward is that they will lose their 
life. Remember what Jesus said before in verse 25? He said, ”Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” There is a direct connection 
here, because their lack of confession, their silence, reveals that they love their life more than 
they love Christ. If this is the case, they will lose their life and perish and end up in eternal 
despair where the justice of God is forever before them. Is the approval of this world really that 
worth it to us? Much of the church sure acts like it is. 

Oh, but the worth of Christ! Our great treasure that we found in the field that made us go 
rush off to sell everything, so that we could buy that field, because we want Him. The paths of 
righteousness where we are conformed to the image of Christ continually as the Spirit refines us, 
so that we are made into pure gold, what better life is there? The mercy of the Triune God who 
selflessly achieved every detail that had to happen for our salvation, what a love should come 
from that, a love that honors and is fixed on Him. The life given by Christ to be under His 
Kingship, where the boundaries of His law are now freedom and purpose meant for our good. Do 
we really love the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God? Our 
confession, or lack of, will show who we love more. This is something we really have to think 
about, because there is example after example of this happening today and if it continues and is 
not repented of then it shows where our love is. The cost is what proves to be too much for those 
that shrink back. May God be merciful to us, so that it is truly evident that we love the glory that 
comes from Him more, no matter what it may cost us in this life. 


