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“They didn’t hear what we told them. They had better hear this time.” — Vladimir Putin

Paul Craig Roberts

Think back to 2014 when the US overthrew the Ukrainian government and installed a neo-Nazi

regime. The neocons were smirking, laughing at how easy it was to buffalo the Russians. Assistant

Secretary of State Victoria Nuland publicly bragged about how the US had spent $5 billion dollars

preparing the overthrow of Ukraine. Much cheering of how Ukraine would now be used to destabilize

Russia and seize the Russian Black Sea naval base.

After a long frustrating, humiliating 8 years of trying to get the West’s attention that this was not a

scheme Russia could accept, and after one last effort which got nowhere, Russia has acted.

In his speech this morning Putin explained the long years of Russian frustration in her efforts to

achieve mutual security with the West which remained intent on its own domination. Here are

opening words from Putin’s address:

“I consider it necessary today to speak again about the tragic events in Donbass and the key

aspects of ensuring the security of Russia. 

I will begin with what I said in my address on February 21, 2022. I spoke about our biggest

concerns and worries, and about the fundamental threats which irresponsible Western politicians

created for Russia consistently, rudely and unceremoniously from year to year. I am referring
to the eastward expansion of NATO, which is moving its military infrastructure ever closer

to the Russian border. 

It is a fact that over the past 30 years we have been patiently trying to come to an agreement with

the leading NATO countries regarding the principles of equal and indivisible security in Europe.

In response to our proposals, we invariably faced either cynical deception and lies or attempts
at pressure and blackmail, while the North Atlantic alliance continued to expand despite our protests

and concerns. Its military machine is moving and, as I said, is approaching our very border. 

Why is this happening? Where did this insolent manner of talking down from the height of their

exceptionalism, infallibility and all-permissiveness come from? What is the explanation for this

contemptuous and disdainful attitude to our interests and absolutely legitimate demands? 
The answer is simple. Everything is clear and obvious. In the late 1980s, the Soviet Union grew

weaker and subsequently broke apart. That experience should serve as a good lesson for us,
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because it has shown us that the paralysis of power and will is the first step towards complete

degradation and oblivion. We lost confidence for only one moment, but it was enough to disrupt

the balance of forces in the world.”

The imbalance of force has been corrected, and since force is all that the West understands, Russia

is using force to end the use of Ukraine as a pawn against Russia. 

In the past the stupid and arrogant West ignored Russia’s warnings. In his address this morning

Putin gave another warning. If the dumbshit Western leaders do not hear this warning, the West will

cease to exist:

“I would now like to say something very important for those who may be tempted to interfere

in these developments from the outside. No matter who tries to stand in our way or all the more so

create threats for our country and our people, they must know that Russia will respond

immediately, and the consequences will be such as you have never seen in your entire history. No

matter how the events unfold, we are ready. All the necessary decisions in this regard have been
taken. I hope that my words will be heard.”
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After decades of ignoring Russia’s national security concerns, the West is confronted with a
military invasion of Ukraine which serves as a precursor for a new Cold War that will define
Russia’s relationship with the West for years to come.

Let there be no mistake, on Feb. 24, the world awoke to a new reality. Prior to this date, Russia was
treated by the West as an annoyance, belittled by economic and even military elites as little more
than a “giant gas station masquerading as a nation,” to quote John McCain, the now-deceased senator
from Arizona.

Russian President Vladimir Putin had been subjected to a series of sophomoric psychological profiles
that trivialized Russian national concerns as little more than the psychotic whim of a troubledCOOKIE SETTINGS
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individual. The caricatures that emerged of the Russian state and its leadership colored the analysis
of Russia’s oft-stated concerns over what it viewed as its legitimate national security.

This blinded the West to the reality of what was transpiring. Because no one took Russia seriously, no
one could imagine a large-scale ground war in Europe. So everyone was taken by surprise when such
a conflict broke out.

How We Got Here 

Ever since Nato had opened the door to membership for Ukraine and Georgia during the 2008
Bucharest summit, Russia has been making its vehement opposition known.

William Burns, the former US Ambassador to Russia and now director of the CIA, captured the
Russian sentiment in a February 2009 memorandum: “Nyet means nyet: Russia’s Nato enlargement
red lines.” Russia, Burns noted, viewed “farther eastward expansion as a potential military threat,”
giving rise to Russian fears that “the issue could potentially split the country [Ukraine] in two, leading
to violence or even, some claim, civil war, which would force Russia to decide whether to intervene.”

One need only to look at what has transpired in Donetsk and Luhansk, and Russia’s current military
operation in Ukraine, to understand how prescient Burns’ cable was.

Burns, however, was ignored. So, too, was Putin, who had been lecturing the West ever since his
landmark speech at the 2007 Munich Security Conference, where he famously called out the US for
having “overstepped its national borders in every way.” Putin declared, “This is visible in the
economic, political, cultural and educational policies it imposes on other nations. Well, who likes this?
Who is happy about this?” He was greeted by silence.

“I am convinced,” Putin told the assembled leadership of the Western world, “that we have reached
that decisive moment when we must seriously think about the architecture of global security. And we
must proceed by searching for a reasonable balance between the interests of all participants in the
international dialogue.”

At Munich, the Russian president warned that Western polices “stimulate an arms race.” He
repeatedly warned the US and Nato that President George W. Bush’s precipitous decision to
withdraw from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty and then to deploy anti-missile defense systems
in two Nato countries, Poland and Romania, posed a direct threat to Russian national security.

In 2018, Putin unveiled new types of Russian strategic nuclear weapons designed to defeat US
missile defenses. “No one has listened to us,” Putin declared at the time. “You listen to us now.”

Putin’s 2018 nuclear announcement should have alerted the West to a critical aspect of the Russian
president’s personality. “You will have to assess that new reality and become convinced that what I
said today isn’t a bluff … trust me,” Putin said at the time.

Nyet means nyet. It was a simple message laid out in uncomplicated terms. Russia was not bluffing.
Yet the US and Nato brushed off the Russian concerns, operating under the premise that their
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principle of an “open-door” policy regarding Nato membership somehow trumped Russian concerns
about its national security.

Perception management overtook reality, as Nato tried to sell Russia on the notion that it had
nothing to fear, since Nato was ostensibly a defensive alliance. The US and Nato shrugged off Russia’s
narrative, which cited Nato’s bombing of Belgrade in 1999, deployment to Afghanistan in 2001, and
intervention in Libya in 2011 as prima facie evidence that post-Cold War Nato had morphed into an
offensively oriented military alliance whose presence on Russia’s borders constituted an existential
threat.

Nato membership remained on the table for Ukraine and Georgia. Moreover, Nato began arming and
training the militaries of these former Soviet republics, integrating them into formal Nato exercises
that transformed the Ukrainian and Georgian militaries into de facto Nato proxies. Indeed, Ukrainian
and Georgian troops deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan were under the Nato flag.

Russian sensitivities were heightened following the Maidan Revolution of 2014, which saw a pro-
Russian president replaced by a decidedly pro-Western Ukrainian government that made Nato
membership a legal mandate.

As Burns had predicted, Ukraine’s push for Nato membership pushed Russia into a corner, prompting
a demand by Russia, submitted to the US and Nato in December 2021, calling for written security
guarantees that Ukraine would never join Nato. This Russian demand was ignored. Russia warned
that failure to provide the demanded security guarantees would result in “military-technical”
responses — a euphemism for war, which Russia implemented in full on Feb. 24.

Where We Are Going

The major takeaway from this unfolding situation should be that Russia’s president does not bluff,
and that the West would do well to listen closely to what he has to say. As Russian troops poured
across the Ukrainian border, Western diplomats and pundits proclaimed shock and dismay. But
Russia had been clear about what it wanted, and what the consequences of failing to get that would
be. This war was predictable, if only the West had listened.

The fighting rages in Ukraine. How this war will end is uncertain. The old military adage that no plan
survives initial contact with the enemy applies in full. What is known is that the US and Europe are
imposing a second tranche of hard-hitting sanctions designed to punish Russia.

It is important to point out that anyone who believed this second round of sanctions would compel a
change in Russian behavior will be disappointed. Russia’s course of action has incorporated the full
range of sanctions planned by the West — not a difficult task, since there had been wide speculation
about their scope since sanctions were first threatened in spring 2021.

The problem isn’t the sanctions, but what follows. These sanctions exhaust the options the US, Nato
and the EU have for responding to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. They have no follow-on plan. Russia,
on the other hand, has such a plan. It has been very clear about what the future holds. Again,
however, the West has not been listening.
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Russia will not take this second tranche of sanctions laying down. Putin has made clear that Russia
will respond in kind, using symmetrical (i.e., countersanctions) and asymmetrical (i.e., cyberattacks)
actions designed to disrupt the economies of targeted nations and entities. Russia has made no
secret that this is its intended course of action, but as with its “military-technical” solution for
Ukraine, the West shrugged off the Russian threat. Russia, however, does not bluff.

Russia has also made clear that its security guarantees go beyond preventing Ukraine from joining
Nato and include the return of Nato’s military infrastructure to pre-1997 levels. In short, all Nato
forces deployed into Eastern Europe must be returned to their home bases, and the two missile
defense sites in Poland and Romania dismantled.

This is the demand that will drive future Russian relations with the West. Rather than acceding to
Russia’s demands, Nato has been doubling down on the reinforcement of its eastern flank,
dispatching additional forces to Poland, Romania and the Baltics.

In response, Russia will create an analogous situation to what transpired in Belarus, namely the
forward deployment of powerful Russian military formations in what will be, for all practical
purposes, a militarized buffer zone separating Nato from Russia proper, with the exception of the
Russian enclave of Kaliningrad.

The resulting standoff will closely resemble the Cold War, where Nato and Soviet-led Warsaw Pact
forces faced off across the frontier separating East and West Germany. This is the new reality that
the world woke up to on Feb. 24 — a Cold War that the West neither wanted, predicted nor is
prepared to undertake.

Scott Ritter is a former US Marine Corps intelligence officer whose service over a 20-plus-year
career included tours of duty in the former Soviet Union implementing arms control agreements,
serving on the staff of US Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf during the Gulf War and later as a chief
weapons inspector with the UN in Iraq from 1991-98.
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Here Is the Full Text of Putin’s Speech This Morning, Feb 24, 2022

Read it so that you understand the situation.  You will not get a word of truth from the mouths of

Western politicians and presstitutes.

President of Russia Vladimir Putin: Citizens of Russia, friends,

I consider it necessary today to speak again about the tragic events in Donbass and the key aspects

of ensuring the security of Russia.

I will begin with what I said in my address on February 21, 2022. I spoke about our biggest

concerns and worries, and about the fundamental threats which irresponsible Western politicians
created for Russia consistently, rudely and unceremoniously from year to year. I am referring

to the eastward expansion of NATO, which is moving its military infrastructure ever closer

to the Russian border.

It is a fact that over the past 30 years we have been patiently trying to come to an agreement with

the leading NATO countries regarding the principles of equal and indivisible security in Europe.
In response to our proposals, we invariably faced either cynical deception and lies or attempts

at pressure and blackmail, while the North Atlantic alliance continued to expand despite our protests

and concerns. Its military machine is moving and, as I said, is approaching our very border.

Why is this happening? Where did this insolent manner of talking down from the height of their

exceptionalism, infallibility and all-permissiveness come from? What is the explanation for this
contemptuous and disdainful attitude to our interests and absolutely legitimate demands?

The answer is simple. Everything is clear and obvious. In the late 1980s, the Soviet Union grew

weaker and subsequently broke apart. That experience should serve as a good lesson for us,

because it has shown us that the paralysis of power and will is the first step towards complete

degradation and oblivion. We lost confidence for only one moment, but it was enough to disrupt
the balance of forces in the world.

As a result, the old treaties and agreements are no longer effective. Entreaties and requests do not

help. Anything that does not suit the dominant state, the powers that be, is denounced as archaic,

obsolete and useless. At the same time, everything it regards as useful is presented as the ultimate
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truth and forced on others regardless of the cost, abusively and by any means available. Those who

refuse to comply are subjected to strong-arm tactics.

What I am saying now does not concerns only Russia, and Russia is not the only country that is
worried about this. This has to do with the entire system of international relations, and sometimes

even US allies. The collapse of the Soviet Union led to a redivision of the world, and the norms

of international law that developed by that time – and the most important of them, the fundamental

norms that were adopted following WWII and largely formalised its outcome – came in the way

of those who declared themselves the winners of the Cold War.

Of course, practice, international relations and the rules regulating them had to take into account

the changes that took place in the world and in the balance of forces. However, this should have

been done professionally, smoothly, patiently, and with due regard and respect for the interests

of all states and one’s own responsibility. Instead, we saw a state of euphoria created by the feeling

of absolute superiority, a kind of modern absolutism, coupled with the low cultural standards
and arrogance of those who formulated and pushed through decisions that suited only themselves.

The situation took a different turn.

There are many examples of this. First a bloody military operation was waged against Belgrade,

without the UN Security Council’s sanction but with combat aircraft and missiles used in the heart

of Europe. The bombing of peaceful cities and vital infrastructure went on for several weeks. I have
to recall these facts, because some Western colleagues prefer to forget them, and when we

mentioned the event, they prefer to avoid speaking about international law, instead emphasising

the circumstances which they interpret as they think necessary.

Then came the turn of Iraq, Libya and Syria. The illegal use of military power against Libya

and the distortion of all the UN Security Council decisions on Libya ruined the state, created a huge
seat of international terrorism, and pushed the country towards a humanitarian catastrophe, into

the vortex of a civil war, which has continued there for years. The tragedy, which was created

for hundreds of thousands and even millions of people not only in Libya but in the whole region, has

led to a large-scale exodus from the Middle East and North Africa to Europe.

A similar fate was also prepared for Syria. The combat operations conducted by the Western
coalition in that country without the Syrian government’s approval or UN Security Council’s sanction

can only be defined as aggression and intervention.

But the example that stands apart from the above events is, of course, the invasion of Iraq without

any legal grounds. They used the pretext of allegedly reliable information available in the United

States about the presence of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. To prove that allegation, the US
Secretary of State held up a vial with white power, publicly, for the whole world to see, assuring

the international community that it was a chemical warfare agent created in Iraq. It later turned out

that all of that was a fake and a sham, and that Iraq did not have any chemical weapons. Incredible

and shocking but true. We witnessed lies made at the highest state level and voiced from the high
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UN rostrum. As a result we see a tremendous loss in human life, damage, destruction,

and a colossal upsurge of terrorism.

Overall, it appears that nearly everywhere, in many regions of the world where the United States
brought its law and order, this created bloody, non-healing wounds and the curse of international

terrorism and extremism. I have only mentioned the most glaring but far from only examples

of disregard for international law.

This array includes promises not to expand NATO eastwards even by an inch. To reiterate: they

have deceived us, or, to put it simply, they have played us. Sure, one often hears that politics is
a dirty business. It could be, but it shouldn’t be as dirty as it is now, not to such an extent. This

type of con-artist behaviour is contrary not only to the principles of international relations but also

and above all to the generally accepted norms of morality and ethics. Where is justice and truth

here? Just lies and hypocrisy all around.

Incidentally, US politicians, political scientists and journalists write and say that a veritable “empire
of lies” has been created inside the United States in recent years. It is hard to disagree with this – it

is really so. But one should not be modest about it: the United States is still a great country

and a system-forming power. All its satellites not only humbly and obediently say yes to and parrot

it at the slightest pretext but also imitate its behaviour and enthusiastically accept the rules it is

offering them. Therefore, one can say with good reason and confidence that the whole so-called
Western bloc formed by the United States in its own image and likeness is, in its entirety, the very

same “empire of lies.”

As for our country, after the disintegration of the USSR, given the entire unprecedented openness

of the new, modern Russia, its readiness to work honestly with the United States and other Western

partners, and its practically unilateral disarmament, they immediately tried to put the final squeeze
on us, finish us off, and utterly destroy us. This is how it was in the 1990s and the early 2000s,

when the so-called collective West was actively supporting separatism and gangs of mercenaries

in southern Russia. What victims, what losses we had to sustain and what trials we had to go

through at that time before we broke the back of international terrorism in the Caucasus! We

remember this and will never forget.

Properly speaking, the attempts to use us in their own interests never ceased until quite recently:

they sought to destroy our traditional values and force on us their false values that would erode us,

our people from within, the attitudes they have been aggressively imposing on their countries,

attitudes that are directly leading to degradation and degeneration, because they are contrary

to human nature. This is not going to happen. No one has ever succeeded in doing this, nor will
they succeed now.

Despite all that, in December 2021, we made yet another attempt to reach agreement with

the United States and its allies on the principles of European security and NATO’s non-expansion.

Our efforts were in vain. The United States has not changed its position. It does not believe it
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necessary to agree with Russia on a matter that is critical for us. The United States is pursuing its

own objectives, while neglecting our interests.

Of course, this situation begs a question: what next, what are we to expect? If history is any guide,
we know that in 1940 and early 1941 the Soviet Union went to great lengths to prevent war

or at least delay its outbreak. To this end, the USSR sought not to provoke the potential aggressor

until the very end by refraining or postponing the most urgent and obvious preparations it had

to make to defend itself from an imminent attack. When it finally acted, it was too late.

As a result, the country was not prepared to counter the invasion by Nazi Germany, which attacked
our Motherland on June 22, 1941, without declaring war. The country stopped the enemy and went

on to defeat it, but this came at a tremendous cost. The attempt to appease the aggressor ahead

of the Great Patriotic War proved to be a mistake which came at a high cost for our people.

In the first months after the hostilities broke out, we lost vast territories of strategic importance,

as well as millions of lives. We will not make this mistake the second time. We have no right to do
so.

Those who aspire to global dominance have publicly designated Russia as their enemy. They did so

with impunity. Make no mistake, they had no reason to act this way. It is true that they have

considerable financial, scientific, technological, and military capabilities. We are aware of this

and have an objective view of the economic threats we have been hearing, just as our ability
to counter this brash and never-ending blackmail. Let me reiterate that we have no illusions in this

regard and are extremely realistic in our assessments.

As for military affairs, even after the dissolution of the USSR and losing a considerable part of its

capabilities, today’s Russia remains one of the most powerful nuclear states. Moreover, it has

a certain advantage in several cutting-edge weapons. In this context, there should be no doubt
for anyone that any potential aggressor will face defeat and ominous consequences should it

directly attack our country.

At the same time, technology, including in the defence sector, is changing rapidly. One day there is

one leader, and tomorrow another, but a military presence in territories bordering on Russia, if we

permit it to go ahead, will stay for decades to come or maybe forever, creating an ever mounting
and totally unacceptable threat for Russia.

Even now, with NATO’s eastward expansion the situation for Russia has been becoming worse

and more dangerous by the year. Moreover, these past days NATO leadership has been blunt in its

statements that they need to accelerate and step up efforts to bring the alliance’s infrastructure

closer to Russia’s borders. In other words, they have been toughening their position. We cannot
stay idle and passively observe these developments. This would be an absolutely irresponsible thing

to do for us.
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Any further expansion of the North Atlantic alliance’s infrastructure or the ongoing efforts to gain

a military foothold of the Ukrainian territory are unacceptable for us. Of course, the question is not

about NATO itself. It merely serves as a tool of US foreign policy. The problem is that in territories
adjacent to Russia, which I have to note is our historical land, a hostile “anti-Russia” is taking

shape. Fully controlled from the outside, it is doing everything to attract NATO armed forces

and obtain cutting-edge weapons.

For the United States and its allies, it is a policy of containing Russia, with obvious geopolitical

dividends. For our country, it is a matter of life and death, a matter of our historical future
as a nation. This is not an exaggeration; this is a fact. It is not only a very real threat to our

interests but to the very existence of our state and to its sovereignty. It is the red line which we

have spoken about on numerous occasions. They have crossed it.

This brings me to the situation in Donbass. We can see that the forces that staged the coup

in Ukraine in 2014 have seized power, are keeping it with the help of ornamental election
procedures and have abandoned the path of a peaceful conflict settlement. For eight years, for eight

endless years we have been doing everything possible to settle the situation by peaceful political

means. Everything was in vain.

As I said in my previous address, you cannot look without compassion at what is happening there.

It became impossible to tolerate it. We had to stop that atrocity, that genocide of the millions
of people who live there and who pinned their hopes on Russia, on all of us. It is their aspirations,

the feelings and pain of these people that were the main motivating force behind our decision

to recognise the independence of the Donbass people’s republics.

I would like to additionally emphasise the following. Focused on their own goals, the leading NATO

countries are supporting the far-right nationalists and neo-Nazis in Ukraine, those who will never
forgive the people of Crimea and Sevastopol for freely making a choice to reunite with Russia.

They will undoubtedly try to bring war to Crimea just as they have done in Donbass, to kill innocent

people just as members of the punitive units of Ukrainian nationalists and Hitler’s accomplices did

during the Great Patriotic War. They have also openly laid claim to several other Russian regions.

If we look at the sequence of events and the incoming reports, the showdown between Russia
and these forces cannot be avoided. It is only a matter of time. They are getting ready and waiting

for the right moment. Moreover, they went as far as aspire to acquire nuclear weapons. We will not

let this happen.

I have already said that Russia accepted the new geopolitical reality after the dissolution

of the USSR. We have been treating all new post-Soviet states with respect and will continue to act
this way. We respect and will respect their sovereignty, as proven by the assistance we provided

to Kazakhstan when it faced tragic events and a challenge in terms of its statehood and integrity.



2/28/22, 1:04 AM PaulCraigRoberts.org Here Is the Full Text of Putin's Speech This Morning, Feb 24, 2022 - PaulCraigRoberts.org

https://www.paulcraigroberts.org/2022/02/24/here-is-the-full-text-of-putins-speech-this-morning-feb-24-2022/print/ 6/9

However, Russia cannot feel safe, develop, and exist while facing a permanent threat from

the territory of today’s Ukraine.

Let me remind you that in 2000–2005 we used our military to push back against terrorists
in the Caucasus and stood up for the integrity of our state. We preserved Russia. In 2014, we

supported the people of Crimea and Sevastopol. In 2015, we used our Armed Forces to create

a reliable shield that prevented terrorists from Syria from penetrating Russia. This was a matter

of defending ourselves. We had no other choice.

The same is happening today. They did not leave us any other option for defending Russia and our
people, other than the one we are forced to use today. In these circumstances, we have to take

bold and immediate action. The people’s republics of Donbass have asked Russia for help.

In this context, in accordance with Article 51 (Chapter VII) of the UN Charter, with permission

of Russia’s Federation Council, and in execution of the treaties of friendship and mutual assistance

with the Donetsk People’s Republic and the Lugansk People’s Republic, ratified by the Federal
Assembly on February 22, I made a decision to carry out a special military operation.

The purpose of this operation is to protect people who, for eight years now, have been facing

humiliation and genocide perpetrated by the Kiev regime. To this end, we will seek to demilitarise

and denazify Ukraine, as well as bring to trial those who perpetrated numerous bloody crimes

against civilians, including against citizens of the Russian Federation.

It is not our plan to occupy the Ukrainian territory. We do not intend to impose anything on anyone

by force. At the same time, we have been hearing an increasing number of statements coming from

the West that there is no need any more to abide by the documents setting forth the outcomes

of World War II, as signed by the totalitarian Soviet regime. How can we respond to that?

The outcomes of World War II and the sacrifices our people had to make to defeat Nazism are
sacred. This does not contradict the high values of human rights and freedoms in the reality that

emerged over the post-war decades. This does not mean that nations cannot enjoy the right to self-

determination, which is enshrined in Article 1 of the UN Charter.

Let me remind you that the people living in territories which are part of today’s Ukraine were not

asked how they want to build their lives when the USSR was created or after World War II. Freedom
guides our policy, the freedom to choose independently our future and the future of our children.

We believe that all the peoples living in today’s Ukraine, anyone who want to do this, must be able

to enjoy this right to make a free choice.

In this context I would like to address the citizens of Ukraine. In 2014, Russia was obliged

to protect the people of Crimea and Sevastopol from those who you yourself call “nats.” The people
of Crimea and Sevastopol made their choice in favour of being with their historical homeland,

Russia, and we supported their choice. As I said, we could not act otherwise.
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The current events have nothing to do with a desire to infringe on the interests of Ukraine

and the Ukrainian people. They are connected with the defending Russia from those who have taken

Ukraine hostage and are trying to use it against our country and our people.

I reiterate: we are acting to defend ourselves from the threats created for us and from a worse peril

than what is happening now. I am asking you, however hard this may be, to understand this

and to work together with us so as to turn this tragic page as soon as possible and to move forward

together, without allowing anyone to interfere in our affairs and our relations but developing them

independently, so as to create favourable conditions for overcoming all these problems
and to strengthen us from within as a single whole, despite the existence of state borders. I believe

in this, in our common future.

I would also like to address the military personnel of the Ukrainian Armed Forces.

Comrade officers,

Your fathers, grandfathers and great-grandfathers did not fight the Nazi occupiers and did not
defend our common Motherland to allow today’s neo-Nazis to seize power in Ukraine. You swore

the oath of allegiance to the Ukrainian people and not to the junta, the people’s adversary which is

plundering Ukraine and humiliating the Ukrainian people.

I urge you to refuse to carry out their criminal orders. I urge you to immediately lay down arms

and go home. I will explain what this means: the military personnel of the Ukrainian army who do
this will be able to freely leave the zone of hostilities and return to their families.

I want to emphasise again that all responsibility for the possible bloodshed will lie fully and wholly

with the ruling Ukrainian regime.

I would now like to say something very important for those who may be tempted to interfere

in these developments from the outside. No matter who tries to stand in our way or all the more so
create threats for our country and our people, they must know that Russia will respond

immediately, and the consequences will be such as you have never seen in your entire history. No

matter how the events unfold, we are ready. All the necessary decisions in this regard have been

taken. I hope that my words will be heard.

Citizens of Russia,

The culture and values, experience and traditions of our ancestors invariably provided a powerful

underpinning for the wellbeing and the very existence of entire states and nations, their success

and viability. Of course, this directly depends on the ability to quickly adapt to constant change,

maintain social cohesion, and readiness to consolidate and summon all the available forces in order

to move forward.
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We always need to be strong, but this strength can take on different forms. The “empire of lies,”

which I mentioned in the beginning of my speech, proceeds in its policy primarily from rough, direct

force. This is when our saying on being “all brawn and no brains” applies.

We all know that having justice and truth on our side is what makes us truly strong. If this is

the case, it would be hard to disagree with the fact that it is our strength and our readiness to fight

that are the bedrock of independence and sovereignty and provide the necessary foundation

for building a reliable future for your home, your family, and your Motherland.

Dear compatriots,

I am certain that devoted soldiers and officers of Russia’s Armed Forces will perform their duty with

professionalism and courage. I have no doubt that the government institutions at all levels

and specialists will work effectively to guarantee the stability of our economy, financial system

and social wellbeing, and the same applies to corporate executives and the entire business

community. I hope that all parliamentary parties and civil society take a consolidated, patriotic
position.

At the end of the day, the future of Russia is in the hands of its multi-ethnic people, as has always

been the case in our history. This means that the decisions that I made will be executed, that we

will achieve the goals we have set, and reliably guarantee the security of our Motherland.

I believe in your support and the invincible force rooted in the love for our Fatherland.
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Update on the Ukrainian situation

Ukrainian resistance seems to have ceased as its infrastructure was put out of operation. Only a few

neo-Nazi militias trapped within the Donbass territories continue to offer resistance.

Russian paratroopers captured Kiev airport. Hours ago the Russian forces had reached the Dnieper

and approached the suburbs of Kiev. Ukraine has lost its air force, air defense, navy, and all military

airports.  With the destruction of 83 military facilities, the infrastructure of the Ukraine military has

been wiped out. 

The neo-Nazis will be held accountable.  Ukraine will be required to renounce NATO membership,
demilitarize, and renounce all claims to Crimea and the independent republics. Ukrainian soldiers

will be permitted to return home to their families.

Unlike the Americans and NATO, the Russians have avoided attacking any civilian areas and the

barracks and residences of military units.  

German readers write to me that they are sitting in front of TVs laughing at their idiot politicians
promising that Putin’s imperialism won’t go unanswered, promising more energy sanctions against

the German people and facing compensation claims from German investors in the Nord 2 Pipeline. 

German defense officials admit that they are toothless and have no capability of sending troops

even to protect NATO members, much less Ukraine.  

The Europeans should have thought many times before they enabled Washington’s war crimes in
Serbia and the Middle East. Putin said war criminals will be held accountable.  I think he means it.

The European governments are such stupid idiots that it did not occur to them to wonder what

happens if Russia responds to sanctions by cutting off the gas supply.  Earlier today I asked what is

Germany’s fate if Russia replies to sanctions with sanctions?  Leon Birnbaum, president of E.ON,

one of Europe’s largest operators of energy networks, said that if Russia cuts gas flow to Germany,
Germany´s industry would have to be cut off from the power grid.

It is difficult to imagine people so totally stupid and self-defeating as the ones Western peoples trust

with leadership.  Indeed, Western “leaders” are so totally stupid they may well get us wiped off the

face of the earth.
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Ukraine Update #2

Paul Craig Roberts

The function of the Western media is to turn fiction into fact and lie into truth. Once the narrative is
established, it is repeated endlessly.  I worked hard yesterday to give my readers a true account of

the situation.  Today I will update the military situation and point out difficulties that the Kremlin

might have overlooked.

Using high precision missiles, Russia destroyed Ukraine’s military infrastructure. The strikes were

limited to military airfields, air defenses, munition and fuel depots, and military communication
centers.  There were and are no strikes on civilian populations.  The Kremlin’s operation contrasts

starkly with Washington/NATO indiscriminate bombing of civilian populations in Serbia, Afghanistan,

Iraq, Libya, Syria, and Pakistan.  Hypocritical Western “leaders” shedding crocodile tears for the few

casualties in Ukraine never showed even fake concern for the tens of thousands of civilians they

slaughtered in their illegal wars based on lies such as “Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass
destruction.”  Western presstitutes such as CNN have tried to create the impression that Russian

forces are attacking civilian populations by showing at a distance smoke plumes rising in a city.  In

reality the smoke is from precision hits on military communication or storage locations. The Russian

weapons are extremely precise, so the Russians don’t need to bomb everything in sight, leveling

every building in order to achieve military purpose.  Russia will get no credit for this humanitarian
policy, and might be forced to abandon it, a question I will explore later in this report.

As far as I can tell, the initial Russian strikes prevented any coordinated military action by the

Ukrainian armed forces which doesn’t seem to have been very determined.  Some Ukrainian soldiers

laid down their weapons. Others, according to reports, are helping Russian troops guard the nuclear

power plants from CIA sabotage.  Many Ukrainian border guards sought refuge in Russia.  The
Russian troops are doing their best not to kill Ukrainian soldiers.

The neo-Nazi militias with their CIA advisers are a different matter.  Both in the territory of the

Donbass republics and in Kiev, the Ukrainian capital, and, no doubt, in other Ukrainian cities or

towns, the neo-Nazis are using civilians as shields by positioning themselves in populated civilian

areas. In Kiev, the Nazi militias have set up rocket launchers with which they attack the Russian
troops occupying the Kiev airport.  Under the existing Russian orders, the Russian soldiers cannot

direct fire into the civilian areas in which the remaining resistance has located itself. 
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https://sputniknews.com/20220225/moscow-ukrainian-troops-deploy-mrls-grad-in-kiev-to-provoke-

casualties-among-civilians-1093369676.html [1] 

https://sputniknews.com/20220225/russian-mod-kiev-uses-same-methods-as-terrorists-uses-

civilians-as-human-shields-1093367914.html [2] 

Here arises a problem for the Kremlin’s strategy. Russia allowed the nazification of Ukraine to go on

for so long that a network is in place for a Washington-supported insurgency.  To destroy the Nazi

militias could cost, on the one hand, a lot of Russian lives in street by street fighting, and on the

other hand many civilian lives in artillery and bombing barrages like the US and Israel use.

I wonder if the Kremlin understands that it is up against psychopaths, not soldiers. The Kremlin

needs to bring the situation to a quick end, but the Nazi militias can prolong the conflict as long as

the Kremlin is committed to minimizing civilian casualties.  Recognizing the difficulty, Putin said the

Ukrainian military must not allow their government to use their “children, wives and loved ones as

human shields.” He has appealed to the Ukrainian military to “take the power into your own hands.”
Putin said that the Ukrainian military would be a better negotiating partner than “a bunch of drug

addicts and neo-Nazis” who have “entrenched themselves in Kiev,” and have been holding the

people hostage.

https://www.rt.com/russia/550628-putin-address-ukraine-military-power/ [3]

Russia’s strategic weakness is not her military. Her weakness is her respect for international rules of
war and her desire not to harm the Ukrainian population in the interest of good relations once the

Nazi elements are removed.  The Kremlin actually cares about what people think.  This is a

frustration and a weakness for Russia, because she has no way of controlling the narrative. 

Whatever Russia does will be painted black, so she might as well do whatever is necessary to clear

out the Nazis before she is faced with a self-imposed stalemate. The Kremlin does not seem to
understand that if only Russia abides by international law, there is no international law.  Indeed, the

Western countries do not even abide by their own domestic laws.

The problem did not start with the Russian intervention yesterday.  It began with Washington’s

overthrow of a democratically elected government and installation of a puppet regime powerless to

prevent the Nazis from developing an independent military force.  The Kremlin should have nipped
this in the bud, but naively believing in diplomacy failed to do so.  

Russia is in trouble because she is forever imposing limits on her use of power.  This works only if

your opponents have the same mentality.  Unfortunately, Russia’s opponents do not.

We see the same Russian unwillingness to act in her response to the latest round of sanctions. 

True, the sanctions do seem to be more damaging for Europe and the US than for Russia.  But
humiliation remains in a powerful country accepting sanctions from two-bit punk countries that she

could destroy completely in two minutes.  

https://sputniknews.com/20220225/moscow-ukrainian-troops-deploy-mrls-grad-in-kiev-to-provoke-casualties-among-civilians-1093369676.html
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To stop sanctions and all talk of sanctions, all the Kremlin needs to do is to stop the gas flows to

Europe. As the president of one of the large EU energy grid companies said, if this happened

German industry would have to be taken off the energy grid.  In other words, a complete shutdown
of German industry–the same as if it were bombed into oblivion.  As it is still winter, a lot of

Germans would have cold weather inside their homes.

But what do we see?  We see this:  The head of the Russian Senate, Valentina Matviyenko said that

Russia will remain a reliable gas supplier for Europe despite measures taken by the US and

Germany against the Russian-backed Nord Stream 2 pipeline project. Berlin decided to put an
immediate halt to the certification of the project even before Russia launched its operation in

Ukraine. The decision was taken following the official recognition by Moscow of the two breakaway

Donetsk and Lugansk Republics earlier this week.

The EU sanctions on Russian banks were altered in order to take advantage of Russian stupidity: 

Germany’s finance minister said on Friday that EU sanctions over Russia’s military operation in
Ukraine had led to Russian banks being nearly completely blocked in his country. The only

transactions still allowed were those by German companies to pay for Russian gas, Christian Lindner

said.  https://www.rt.com/business/550619-germany-blocks-russian-banks/ [4] 

We can say it is not stupidity, that Russia is simply complying with contractual agreements, showing

herself to be a good and reliable business partner.  Or we can say that Russia’s incompetent
economists and central bank have convinced the Kremlin, whose specialty is not economics, that

Russia needs the foreign exchange from gas sales.  But it is stupid. Russia will get no credit for

being a reliable business partner. Certainly Germany has no interest in being a reliable partner for

Russia as demonstrated by cancelling the Nord 2 pipeline.  As for foreign exchange, Russia has no

need of it and it will only be confiscated by sanctions if it is held in instruments denominated in US
or EU currency.  The Russian central bank does not need foreign currency to finance Russian

economic development.  If Russia is content for Europe to deplete her energy resources, she should

bill in rubles in order to strengthen her currency rather than the currency of her enemies.

So, despite her military predominance, Russia’s position is weak.  It is weakened further by Putin’s

commitment to globalism.  Here is an amazing inconsistency in Putin’s position.  Putin is committed
to Russia’s sovereignty, but the sovereignty of countries is inconsistent with globalism. Putin can

have one or the other but not both.

I suspect that if the West is able to bring Russia down, it will be because of Russia’s commitment to

globalism.
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