
The Importance of Healthy Doctrine in the Local Church 

Intro: 

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus promises that He will most certainly build His church. 
However, the context and climate in which He will build His church is in the face 
of opposition.  

In the NT, Satan carries out his attacks against the church primarily in one of three 
ways: 

1. Physical persecution 
 

• This is most clearly seen in the book of Revelation, as those who 
“belong” to Satan act as his messengers and agents to physically harm 
God’s people, as well as hinder the church’s influence. 
 

2. Spiritual opposition 
 

• Just as Satan opposed the Lord Jesus during His earthly ministry, so he 
continues to do to the Lord’s bride. 
 

- As in Zechariah 3, the Satan loves to tempt God’s people to doubt 
God’s goodness towards, as well as love for them. One of his most 
effective strategies to stymy God’s people is to condemn them and 
rob them of their assurance of salvation. 

 

3. Doctrinal confusion 
 

• This seems to be the most prevalent form of attack that the church 
must endure. 
 

• The reason why this is Satan’s favorite form of attack is because it is 
the most effective tool in his kit. 



Though Jesus has many warnings for His followers will have to endure in the “last 
days,”1 much of His teaching has to do with being on their guard against false 
teachers who will seek to lead them astray: 

• Matthew 24:4 – The very first thing Jesus says about the last days is, “See2 
that no one leads you astray. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am 
the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray.” 
 

• Matthew 24:11 – “And many false prophets will arise and lead many 
astray.” 
 

• Matthew 24:24 – “For false christs and false prophets will arise and 
perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 
elect.” 

Since this is so, Jesus’ disciples are repeatedly commanded to “stay awake.”3 

Part of God’s plan to protect His church is the provision of faithful pastors who 
will shepherd the sheep with the crook of God’s Word: 

• Titus 1:9 – “[Elders] must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so 
that [they] might be able to give instruction in sound [literally “healthy”] 
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.” 
 
- The Greek word for “rebuke” (ἐλέγχω) is related to word for shedding 

light upon something, and often carries the nuance “to expose.”  
 

à The best way to spot a counterfeit is to so know the original that any 
deviation from it is immediately spotted. In addition, a special UV 
light is often used to test counterfeit money.  

 

 
1 This is commonly referred as “The Olivet Discourse” (cf. Matthew 24; cf. Mark 13; Luke 21). 
2 The verb “to see” (βλέπετε, blepete) is in the present, highlighting the ongoing nature of the command. In Mark 
13:9, Jesus says, literally, “As for you, keep watching yourselves” (ESV = “But be on your guard”). 
3 Again, the verb (γρηγορέω) is in the present tense. Mark uses this verb 3X in chapter 13 and 3X in chapter 14 to 
highlight the importance and necessity of making sure we don’t dose off in spiritual complacency, as such persons 
are easy prey for false teachers.  



à Regarding this metaphor, we might say, then, that the Word of God 
is that standard by which all teaching is tested, as well as the light by 
which all counterfeits are exposed. 

 

Why is Paul so adamant that Titus make establishing a biblical plurality of elders in 
the church his first priority in Crete? 
 

• We are told in the very next verses: “For there are many who are 
insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 
circumcision party. They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole 
families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach” (Titus 
1:10-11). 
 

- It seems that some false teachers had “crept in” to the Cretian 
congregation, and rather than focusing on the preaching the gospel, 
were instead “devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands 
of people who turn away from the truth” (1:14). 
 

- This is dangerous stuff. Not only were entire households being “upset,” 
but this teaching was turning its adherents away from the truth of the 
gospel. 

 

à And as Paul repeatedly teaches in Titus, what we believe affects how 
we live. Those who were believing a false gospel inevitably began to 
bring shame upon the name of Christ by their lifestyle: they had 
become lazy, gluttonous, liars (1:12) who lives were not being 
characterized by purity, but impurity (1:15). Sadly, any profession of 
belonging to Christ was undermined by their Christless lifestyle 
(1:16), which, sadly, brought not honor to Christ and His gospel, but 
reproach (cf. 2:5, 10, 11-14; 3:1-11). 

 

Sadly, in almost every letter in the NT, the issue of false teachers not only comes 
up, but is often emphasized because of its destructive nature in and upon the 
church. 

• For example, in Paul’s introduction in his letter to the Galatians, he 
foregoes the common formalities of greeting his audience and immediately 



begins to chide the believers for their acceptance – and even promotion – 
of false teachers: 
 

- “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you 
in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel.” 

 

• What is the source propagating this false gospel? Who is it who is 
“bewitching” (3:1) the church and deceiving into returning back to the 
weak and worthless elementary principles of religion and legalism? False 
teachers: 
 

- “Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in – who slipped in to 
spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might 
bring us into slavery – to them we did not yield in submission even for a 
moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you” 
(2:4-5). 

 

• Whenever we see Paul addressing himself as “an apostle” in his letters, it is 
because he needs to “pull rank” over the false teachers who are 
undermining him and the gospel he has preached. 
 

- This is because, in the words of the apostle Peter, false teachers despise 
biblical and apostolic authority (2 Peter 2:10; cf. Jude 6, 8). 
 

• So dangerous are these false teachers that Jude foregoes not only 
epistolary formalities, he even has to postpone gospel exhortations to 
highlight the dangers these wolves in sheep’s clothing pose to the 
believers: 
 

- “Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for 
the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain people 
have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into 
sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ” (Jude 3-4). 

 

• The believers ought not to be surprised, for, as Jude reminds them, one of 
the primary messages of the apostles was to forewarn the saints that false 



teachers would continually be bombarding the church with her pernicious 
teachings: 
 

- “But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, ‘In the last time there will be 
scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.’ It is these who cause 
divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit” (Jude 17-19). 

 

• The apostles were simply reteaching what our Lord Himself taught: 
 

- “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. 
Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every 
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A 
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good 
fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits” (Matthew 
7:15-20). 

In addition to their aberrant (and abhorrent) teachings being exposed by those 
who are “noble Bereans” (cf. Acts 17:11), false teachers can be recognized by 
their “fruit.” 

• The most common explanation of “fruit” is simply their lifestyle. That is, 
their actions are inconsistent with who the God of the Bible is, and what He 
demands of His Spirit-empowered people. 
 

- For example, false teachers “pervert” God’s grace (Jude 4). This 
grotesque perversion of grace manifests itself in one of two ways: 
 

1. Godless licentiousness. Or, as Jude says, “sensuality.” 
 

- That is, because God is so loving, sin isn’t really a big deal to 
Him.  
 

à False teachers not only teach greasy grace; they live it out. 
 



à Which is why holiness is an absolute, non-negotiable for 
those who are entrusted with the teaching and shepherding 
of God’s people (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9). 

 

2. Christless legalism. 
 

- In Galatia, the perversion of grace meant “adding” to Christ’s 
gospel the prerequisite keeping of rules and regulations (e.g. 
circumcision) necessary for salvation. 
 

à This was no small issue for the apostle. Those who teach that 
God’s sovereign grace in Christ for salvation is insufficient are 
“anathema,” that is under God’s curse (Galatians 1:8, 9). 

 
- Three evident fruits that flow out of the unregenerate hearts of false 

teachers are the love of money, sex, and power.4 
 

1. Money 
 

- For some reason, leaders, generally speaking, seem to have a 
peculiar temptation to be “greedy for gain” (Titus 1:7; cf. 1 
Peter) and “a lover of money” (1 Timothy 3:3). 
 

- “But false also arose among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing 
upon themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their 
sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be 
blasphemed. And in their greed they will exploit you with false 
words” (2 Peter 2:1-3). 

 

- “Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, 
defile the flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious 
ones…and are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning 
animals, understand instinctively. Woe to them! For they walked 
in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of 

 
4 Though, as we will see, there is much overlap between the three. 



gain to Balaam’s error and perished in Korah’s rebellion” (Jude 
8-11). 

 

- “Teach and urge these things. If anyone teaches a different 
doctrine and does not agree with the sound [lit. “healthy”] 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords 
with godliness [cf. Titus 1:2], he is puffed up with conceit and 
understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for 
controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, 
dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among 
people who are depraved in mind and deprived of truth, 
imagining that religion5 is a means of gain. But godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:2-6). 

 

- “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. Now6 the 
Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, 
and they ridiculed Him. So He said to them, ‘You are those who 
justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For 
what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of 
God’” (Luke 16:13-15). 

 

- We must not relegate the greed of false teachers only to the NT, 
for the OT is rife with examples as well: 

 

 
5 The ESV, with most other English versions, translates the Greek word  (εὐσέβειαν, eusebeian) 
as “godliness.” BDAG says this word connotes “reverence towards God” [e.g. “piety”], but the 
context of 1 and 2 Timothy, along with the rest of the Bible, shows that this “reverence” shown 
is merely a façade before people (e.g. Isaiah 1:10-20; 29:13-21; etc.). Though they may 
“whitewash” their outsides (Matthew 23:2-3, 25, 27, 29), their deeds are performed only “to be 
seen by others” (23:5; cf. 6:1, 5, 16). Though they may appear gentle like sheep on the outside, 
they are in actuality ravenous wolves on the inside (7:15). 
6 The ESV, like most other English versions, unfortunately does not include the “Now” (δὲ, de), 
which highlights the contrast of the Pharisees, who though seemingly pious (euseibian) on the 
outside, nevertheless were Mammon-worshippers on the inside. 



à “The word of the LORD came to me: ‘Son of man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, 
even to the shepherds, Thus says the Sovereign LORD: Ah,7 
shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should 
not the shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe 
yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you 
do not feed the sheep’” (Ezekiel 34:1-3). 

 

à “Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who lead My 
people astray, who cry “Peace” when they have something to 
eat, but declare war against him who puts nothing in their 
mouths” (Micah 3:5). “Their heads give judgment for a bribe; 
its priests teach for a price; its prophets practice divination for 
money; yet they lean on the LORD and say, ‘Is not the LORD in 
our midst? No disaster shall come upon us.’ Therefore 
because of you Zion shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall 
become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the house a 
wooded height” (3:11-13). 

 

2. Sex 
 

- “But understand this, that in the last days there will come times 
of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, 
proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, 
reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness (εὐσέβειαν, 

eusebeian), but denying its power. Avoid such people. For 
among them are those who creep into households and capture 
weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various 

 
7  The Hebrew  ֹיו  is often translated “Woe!” (cf. NET, CSB, NASB, NIV). The word was (hoy) ה֤
used in funeral laments (cf. 1 Kings 13:30; Jer. 22:18; 34:5) and [often] carries the connotation 
of death and judgment.  



passions, always learning but never able to arrive at a 
knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed 
Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in 
mind and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will not get 
very far, for their folly will be plain (ἔκδηλος) to all,8 as was that 
of those two men” (2 Timothy 3:1-9). 
 

à Though these verses apply to and characterize unbelievers in 
general, the context of 1 and 2 Timothy clearly shows that 
Paul particularly has false teachers in mind in these verses.9 

 

- Jesus also addresses – and rebukes – the church for her casual 
indifference to the proliferation and acceptance of false 
teachers in her midst, especially those who unashamedly teach 
and encourage, as well as brazenly practice, sexual immorality. 
 

à “But I have a few things against you: you have some there 
who hold the teaching of Balaam,10 who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might 
eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. So 
also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war 

 
8 Cf. 1 Timothy 5:24-25, where Paul is specifically talking about pastors and teachers, whose 
“fruit” – whether good or bad – will become conspicuous (πρόδηλος) over time.  
9  Note the immediately preceding verses: “And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but 
kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with 
gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and 
they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been captured by him 
to do his will (2:24-26). Also note the following context in the next chapter: “For the time is 
coming when people will not endure sound [lit. “healthy”] teaching, but having itching ears 
they will accumulate [lit. “heap up”] for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (4:3-4). 
10 Interestingly, the account being referenced shows that though Balaam couldn’t bring Israel 
down through cursing, he could through sexual immorality. Sadly, Israel believed his lie, and 
engaged in large-scale sexual immorality, infamously known as their “sin at Baal-Peor” (cf. 
Numbers 25:1-3). Interestingly, those who were held most accountable were the leaders, who 
were publicly executed to serve as a warning to others of the dangers of idolatry (v.4). 



against them with the sword of My mouth.’” (Revelation 2:14-
17). 

 

à “‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and 
patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the 
first. But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and 
seducing My servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat 
food sacrificed to idols.’” (Revelation 2:19-20). 

 

- Speaking of false teachers who have garnered a following within 
the church, the apostle Peter says, “They count it pleasure to 
revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in 
their deceptions, while they feast with you. They have eyes full 
of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They 
have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! Forsaking the 
right way, they have gone astray…These are waterless springs 
and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter 
darkness has been reserved. For, speaking loud boasts of folly, 
they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely 
escaping from those who live in error. They promise them 
freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption” (2 Peter 
2:13-15, 17-19). 
 

3. Power (and Popularity) 
 

- This seems to be one of the most dominant motivations of the 
false teachers who had infiltrated the Galatian churches: 
 

à “They [i.e. the false teachers] make much of you, but for no 
good purpose. They want to shut you out, that you may 
make much of them” (Galatians 4:17). 

 

à “It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh 
who would force you to be circumcised…For even those who 
are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but they 



desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your 
flesh” (Galatians 6:12-13). 

 

- This is especially clear of the false “super apostles” who were 
more concerned about commending themselves (2 Cor. 10:12) 
and preaching themselves (2 Cor. 4:5) than they were about 
preaching Christ crucified (2 Cor. 4:4; cf. 1 Cor. 2:2). 

à Rather than boasting in Christ and His cross (cf. Gal. 6:13)         
they were preoccupied in their self-boasting (2 Cor. 10:17). 

à These false leaders had made the believers their functional 
slaves and were abusing their ‘power’ and taking advantage 
of the well-meaning believers (2 Cor. 11:20; cf. 12:17).11 

- This is perhaps most clearly seen in the religious elite who 
opposed, and, ultimately crucified, the Messiah: 
 

à Whether praying publicly (Matt. 6:5), fasting publicly (6:16, 
18), or even publicly giving alms to the poor (6:2), Jesus says 
that these “hypocrites” were only doing to so for the praise 
and esteem of man (6:2, 5, 16).  

 

à “They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make 
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love 
the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the 
synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces and being 
called rabbi by others” (23:5-7).12 

The Increase of False Teachers in the Last Days 

 
11 This was just as true of many of the corrupt OT leaders, whether kings, elders, ‘prophets’, or 
priests (for e.g. see Micah 3:1-3). 
12 Jesus says they also loved to be called and esteemed as “fathers” (24:9) and “instructors” 
(24:10). That their pride is being denounced is clear from the very next verses: “The greatest 
among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted” (24:11-12). 



According to the prophet Daniel, with the establishment of God’s eternal kingdom 
comes the surprising end-time presence of Israel’s antagonist. In the “latter days” 
an evil figure will arrive on the scene directly before the coming of Israel’s 
kingdom, who will bring about large-scale deception and persecution within the 
covenant community.13  

It is in 2 Thessalonians that Paul addresses how important it is for Christians to 
have a biblical understanding of the end-times before Christ’s imminent return: 

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 
gathered to Him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly 
shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a 
letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the LORD has 
come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, 
unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every 
so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember 
that when I was still you I told you these things? And you know what is 
restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it 
will do so until he is out of the way. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-7) 

As Beale notes, 

Paul most likely used 2 Thessalonians to correct the Thessalonians’ 
aberrant view of eschatology because they did not completely 
understand his teaching in 1 Thessalonians. In 1 Thessalonians Paul 
corrects those who have set up timetables for Christ’s return, explaining 
why the Thessalonians appear lethargic (1 Thes. 5:12-14). In order to 

 
13 Much of this material is adapted from G.K. Beale and Benjamin Gladd, Hidden But Now 
Revealed: A Biblical Theology of Mystery (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2014), 215-36. 



curb their idle behavior, Paul thus warns them that the Day of the Lord 
is imminent (1 Thes. 5:2-4).  

Contrary to what the false teachers were promoting and propagating, the Day of 
the Lord had not come, for says Paul, two events must first happen: “the coming 
apostasy” and “the man of lawlessness revealed” (2 Thes. 2:3b). 

• The coming apostasy (ESV = “rebellion”) likely refers to a large scale falling 
away by many who claim to belong to the coming community.14 
 

• The man of lawlessness clearly is referring the coming antichrist.15 
 

Though these two events have not yet occurred, Paul reminds and warns the 
believers that though the man of lawlessness has not yet physically come, the 
spirit of lawlessness is nevertheless already at work and attacking the church.16  

According to Daniel, Israel’s antagonist will come to desecrate her sanctuary: 

• “Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away 
with the regular sacrifice. And they will set up the abomination of 
desolation” (11:31, NASB; cf. 12:11). 

Again, Beale’s insights are helpful: 

[Daniel] describes the end-time oppressor entering Israel’s temple 
precinct and defiling the sanctuary, actions initially fulfilled by 
Antiochus IV in 167 B.C. With this in mind, Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 
2:4 that the antichrist will “take his seat in the temple of God.” Though 

 
14 Paul is clearly alluding to Daniel 11:31-35, which foretells of a coming “king” who will “seduce 
with flattery” many professing believers. Thankfully the prophet reminds us that YHWH, in His 
sovereign covenant faithfulness, will preserve and refine His elect in and through this. 
15 Again, Paul is referencing Daniel 11 (see especially verses 36-45). 
16 In the words of Beale: “The end-time persecutor in Daniel was to appear to the covenant 
community in his full bodily presence, yet Paul argues that the antagonist is nevertheless 
surprisingly “already at work” in the community, though he is not bodily present.” See Hidden 
but now Revealed, 223. 



heavily debated among scholars, it is likely that the “temple’ (naos) 
here does not refer to a rebuilt, physical temple in Jerusalem in the 
future. Rather, “temple” (naos) refers to the community of believers, 
the church.17 In other words, the antichrist will assume a position of 
authority in the church and thereby promulgate widespread deception. 
This event predicted in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 will be a fulfillment of the 
tyrant “setting up the abomination of desolation” in the temple.18  

The “mystery” Paul wants the believers to understand is that this satanic end-
time deception, which will be culminated with the coming of the antichrist is 
already at work in God’s temple, that is, the church.  

The question we need to ask is, “HOW?” 

• The answer is simple: false teachers. 
 

- The antichrist’s spiritual presence and deceiving activity comes through 
the agency of his allies, the false teachers, which Daniel had also 
predicted would come. 

As Beale says, 

This end-time fiend infuses his emissaries with his spirit, so that they do 
his will; he is accordingly their representative and they are his 
representatives on earth until he comes in person…Just as believers 
represent the “body of Christ” on earth, so unbelieving false teachers in 
the church represent the body on antichrist on earth. 

This is exactly what the apostle John warned the believers in Ephesus: 

 
17 See 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:19-21; 1 Peter 2:4-7; Revelation 
3:12; 21:22. 
18 Beale, Hidden but now Revealed, 223. 



• “Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is 
coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is 
the last hour” (1 John 2:18). 
 

• “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the 
world…This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and 
now is in the world already” (4:1, 3). 

Paul also warns Timothy, who is stationed in Ephesus, to beware of false teachers, 
who need to “come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, who 
have been captured by him to do his will (2 Timothy 2:26). 

Paul also has to warn the Corinthian church that Satan is currently attacking them 
through his deceptive emissaries: 

• “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if 
someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, 
or if you receive a different spirit from the one you accepted, you put up 
with it readily enough” (2 Corinthians 11:3-4). 
 

• “And indeed what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to undermine 
the claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission 
they work on the same terms as we do. For such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no 
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no 
surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds” (11:12-15). 

Application: 

The words of Beale cannot be improved upon: 



Some Christians today think that, since the antichrist is not yet here 
physically and the future great tribulation has not yet started, then they 
cannot be affected by his deceptive activity. Christians living during the 
church age, however, should not think that they are immune from the 
deceptions of the antichrist to come in the great tribulation, since in 
fact the antichrist has already begun to manifest himself. This is also 
indication that the great tribulation itself has also commenced. The final 
fulfillment of this end-time tribulation will intensify the persecution and 
deception that is already happening during the church age. 

The only thing that could protect the Thessalonians from deception in 
Paul’s time and believers in our own time is to remember vigilantly the 
Word of God. We must “remember” it (2:6) and “stand firm” in it and 
“hold to” (2:15)…Persevering in the truthfulness of the gospel will 
prevent the antichrist’s influence through false teaching.19 

May God, in His great and preserving grace, enable us to increasingly cultivate a 
“Berean spirit.” 

• “Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they 
received the Word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see 
if these things were so. Therefore, many of them believed” (Acts 17:11-12). 

 

Conclusion: 

Perhaps there is not better or fitting way to close than to quote John MacArthur, 
a man who has committed his life to guarding and defending the Word of God in 
and for the church: 

The dominant strategy of Satan since the creation of the world has been 
to undermine trust in God’s Word. It started in the Garden of Eden 
when he asked Eve, “Has God said?” In that devious, highly 

 
19 Beale, Hidden but now Revealed, 228-29. 



consequential question he was casting doubt on God’s Word, and he 
hasn’t stopped doing since. 

From that point forward, Satan’s objective has been to lead as many 
people possible to eternal destruction. And what has been the focal 
point of his attack on people’s souls? Fomenting unbelief in and 
rejection of God’s Word. Undermining people’s confidence in the 
objective truth of Scripture, thereby taking away their only hope of 
salvation. “Has God said?” has become the battle cry of the entire world 
system in which we live.20 

 

 
20 Quoted in “John Macarthur: Preaching and Scripture,” in Iain H. Murray, Seven Leaders 
(Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth, 2017), 214. 


