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The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 16 
 
 
Introduction: 

     In this lesson we will cover the fourth seal and the fifth seal of the scroll in Revelation chapter 
number six. This lesson will introduce the last of the four horsemen of the Apocalypse, the pale 
horse and we will also cover the brutal persecutions of the last days with the picture of the souls 
slain under the altar for the testimony for the Word of God.  

    War and famine will continue to plague mankind with the loosing of the second and third seals. 
Now a new horror is added to the judgment of God upon the Anti-Christ and his followers this 
fourth seal unleashes death and destruction upon a massive global scale.   

Revelation 6:7-11 

7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled. 

     And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 
This fourth seal is opened to reveal the pale horse rider that symbolizes death. This pale color 
described here is “Ashen” the Greek word from which we get our English word “chlorophyll.” This 
ashen, pale color describes the pale, ashen-green color which is characteristic to that of a 
decomposing corpse.  
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Revelation 6:8 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

     The LORD God Almighty grants this rider the authority to bring death and destruction to one-
fourth of the earth’s population. This pale horse and rider is followed by Hades; and Hell followed 
with him. This is used to describe the place of the dead, which is identified as a common and fitting 
partner for death. Death and destruction will be brought upon one-fourth of the earth by the 
loosing of this fourth seal. The four-part judgment delivered by this horseman echoes the four 
judgments that are often found together in the Old Testament as the divine symbols of God’s Holy 
wrath. These four instruments of judgment are described in the Old Testament book of Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel 14:21 

21 For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, 
the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? 

     The sword, famine, noisome beast and pestilence will all be used as a part of the first four 
judgments or these first four seals that are loosed by the Lamb at the beginning of the Great 
Tribulation. I want you to note that at one time mankind was at peace with the animals. Adam did 
not fear the beast of the wild nor did these beasts fear him. Adam ruled over the beast of the field, 
but after the flood of Noah God instilled the fear of humanity in the animals.  

Genesis 9:1-2 

1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth. 

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl 
of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are 
they delivered. 

     During the horrible judgments of the tribulation God will remove this fear from the beast and 
allow the wild beast to be used as part of His divine judgment to purge this earth of wickedness and 
sin. The wild beast will attack mankind and bring death and destruction upon men until the 
Messiah returns. When the LORD Jesus Christ returns in the second coming He will reinstitute the 
covenant of peace and harmony between man and the beast during the Millennial Kingdom.  

Isaiah 11:6-9 

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 
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8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice' den. 

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

     The Prophet Isaiah described the future millennial reign of the LORD Jesus Christ in which it will 
be a time that He will rule the earth for 1,000 years. The curse of sin and violence will be lifted from 
this old earth restoring life on earth back to the original creation in the garden before the fall of 
Adam and Eve.  

     The carnivorous animals will no longer kill to eat. The violence among men will be eliminated 
and the fear between man and beast will be no more. His second coming and the millennial reign 
upon the earth will establish this but the earth must go through the seven years of purging first. 
During this time of the Great Tribulation, or Daniel’s 70th Week man and beast will be in a literal 
war. 

     This rider upon the pale horse will hold great power over the red horseman and power over the 
black horseman. These judgments will be used to kill with the sword meaning war and great global 
conflict, and through famine, meaning hunger in a world-wide famine that will assist in decimating 
the global population. They will also have power to kill by the other means, along with war and 
famine will bring disease and pestilence and death by the beast of the field. 

Revelation 6:8 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

Matthew 24:7-8 

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

     Famines, earthquakes, conflict and death have always characterized life in this fallen world 
among the depraved man. But the LORD gives this great increase of these signs as “the beginning of 
sorrows,” or the beginning of labor pains. He indicated that these things will get notably and 
remarkably worse at the end of the era as these unique tribulations will signal the soon arrival of 
the Messiah to judge the sinful, depraved, fallen man and to set up His millennial Kingdom. 

     Pestilences, disease and death, all of these are the beginning of sorrows. But the world has much, 
much more to come before the end, seven years total after the loosing of the first seal. But this 
fourth seal unleashed death upon one fourth of the world’s population. As of right now with the 
world’s population over 7.2 billion that would mean 1.8 billion dead just from the fourth seal. This 
equals 79,025,000 dead in the United States alone, the causes of all this death; war, famines, 
earthquakes, pestilences and the beast of the earth.  
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     Death by means of pestilence is a certain reality. In the 1960’s and 70’s most of the major medical 
schools in the United States discouraged students from entering the field of infectious disease. They 
truly believed that with the new advances in modern medical science it would soon wipe out 
infectious diseases. However 40 years ago no one had even heard of AIDS and the Ebola virus had 
not yet left behind it a wake of dead and dying. The medical profession had not calculated that 
debilitating effect that these infectious bacteria would mutate and they would become resistant to 
our antibiotics.  

     The World Health Organization never dreamed that it would fear another outbreak of yellow 
fever or even tuberculosis. But it occurred in the 1990’s and for some strange reason in spite of the 
miraculous medical advances and all the worldwide social programs the serious problems of 
pestilence, famine, war and death continue to grow. This is revealing only one simple fact, the 
nearness of the end of this age. It will only continue to get worse and worse until the LORD Jesus 
Christ returns. These first four seals of the great tribulation that are unleashed to do their bidding 
upon the earth will result in mankind experiencing a literal hell on earth! 

II Thessalonians 3:1-5 

1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even 
as it is with you: 

2 And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith. 

3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. 

4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we 
command you. 

5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. 

     After this fourth seal our attention is drawn from the earth to what John was revealed in Heaven 
at the altar. This picture gives us a glimpse of the brutal persecutions of the last days.  

Revelation 6:9-10 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

     This seal describes the power of the saints’ prayers for God’s vengeance upon sin. In fact this is 
what is commonly known as an imprecatory prayer. Now let’s define imprecatory prayer. To 
imprecate means “to invoke evil upon or curse” one’s enemies. King David, the psalmist most 
associated with imprecatory verses such as Psalm 55:15, 69:28, and 109:8, often used phrases like, 
“Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them.” (Psalm 35:6). 
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      “Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of the young lions, O LORD.” 
(Psalm 58:6). Psalms 7, 35, 55, 58, 59, 69, 109, and 139 were written by David to ask God to bring 
judgment upon his enemies. These are examples of imprecatory prayers as is Revelation 6:9-10. 

     I use to think that these martyred souls under the altar were directly under the throne, this is not 
the case. This is most likely representing the altar of incense which pictures intercession ascending 
to God.  

     This breaking of the fifth seal is only a small picture of the great persecution that the saints will 
have to endure. The rest is pictured in the next chapter showing the remnant our of the nation of 
Israel. That’s right God is not finished with Israel.  

Revelation 6:11  

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled. 

     They were all given white robes. This great multitude slain for their testimony for the Word of 
God is told to rest for a little season until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be 
killed as they were, should be fulfilled. God will answer their prayer for vengeance but it will be 
answered in His time.  

1. Until their fellow servants also, . . . . .  that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands; (Revelation 7:9). 

2. Until, . . . . their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 

And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and 
forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel (Revelation 7:4). 

Revelation 7:13-14 

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? 
and whence came they? 

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

     God already has His predetermined number of the righteous which He will allow to be martyred 
for the faith before moving against the rebels with all His Sovereign might to utterly answer the 
prayers of His Saints. God’s time table has already been determined and the world in the judgment 
of this tribulation period will see a side of God which man has long since forgotten. 
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Job 42:1-6 

1 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 

2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee. 

3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; 
things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 

4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 

6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

     People say how or why could God do such a thing? This is so unfair, mankind will declare today. 
Exactly, mankind will now rebuke and question God and wonder why, instead of believing in the 
one true living God. Man refuses to repent, that is to turn to God from sin. God is ready and willing 
now to save those that place their complete faith in His Son, but man says no; still questioning God, 
wondering why instead of obeying the Almighty. God will not repent or turn away from His 
Sovereign decree that He has purposed for His own glory. Regardless of what mankind may think 
God’s Word is forever settled in Heaven and the end has already been established.  

Isaiah 46:9-10 

9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none 
like me, 

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. 


