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Overview of Ezra-Nehemiah 
I. Timeline summary 

 586 BC The Babylonians destroy Jerusalem and bring all Judah into exile. 
 539 BC (Ezra 1–2) Cyrus king of Persia conquers Babylon and makes a decree 

that Israel can go back to the land; the first group returns under Sheshbazzar.  
 515 BC (Ezra 3–6; Hag; Zech) Zerubbabel (a descendant of David) and Joshua 

(a priest) finish the temple under the prophetic ministry of Haggai and 
Zechariah. 

 470’s BC (Esther) Esther becomes queen of Persia 
 458 BC (Ezra 7–10) Ezra returns to Jerusalem. 
 445 BC (Neh 1–12) Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem; wall rebuilt. 
 Sometime between 433 and 333: Malachi and Chronicles are written. 

II. Basic story of the book 
 Prologue: the return (Ezra 1–2) 
 Three building projects: 

1. The Temple (Ezra 3–6) 
2. The People under the Law (Ezra 7–10; Neh 7:1–12:26) 
3. The Wall (Neh 1–6) 

 Final dedication, celebrating all three (Neh 12:27–13:3) 
 A discouraging epilogue (Neh 13:4–31) 
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(a priest) finish the temple under the prophetic ministry of Haggai and 
Zechariah. 

 470’s BC (Esther) Esther becomes queen of Persia 
 458 BC (Ezra 7–10) Ezra returns to Jerusalem. 
 445 BC (Neh 1–12) Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem; wall rebuilt. 
 Sometime between 433 and 333: Malachi and Chronicles are written. 

II. Basic story of the book 
 Prologue: the return (Ezra 1–2) 
 Three building projects: 

1. The Temple (Ezra 3–6) 
2. The People under the Law (Ezra 7–10; Neh 7:1–12:26) 
3. The Wall (Neh 1–6) 

 Final dedication, celebrating all three (Neh 12:27–13:3) 
 A discouraging epilogue (Neh 13:4–31) 
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