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We must cooperate with the Holy Spirit in guarding our lives and beliefs. 

I. Paul’s calling to ministry was unique. (v. 11) 

A. He was called to proclaim the gospel. 

…Noah, a preacher of righteousness… (2 Peter 2:5) 

 
 Then [Jesus] opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is 

what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

You are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:45-48) 

 

For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly 

blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 

one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 

And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of 

those who bring good news!” (Romans 10:12-15) 

 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.  For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the 

world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what 

was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but 

we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than human strength. (1 Corinthians 1:18-25) 

 

B. He was miraculously chosen and sent by God as an apostle. 

 You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant 

does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 

learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 

appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last… (John 15:14-16a) 

 



While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None 

has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. (John 

17:12) 

 

Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the 

Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was 

taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” (Acts 

1:21-22) 

 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went 

to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 

any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 

Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 

me?” 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you 

will be told what you must do.” 

The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 

anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So 

they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 

anything. 

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 

“Ananias!” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus 

named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his 

hands on him to restore his sight.” 

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has 

done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the chief 

priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to 

the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must 

suffer for my name.” (Acts 9:1-16) 

 

C. He was foremost in systematizing and explaining NT theology and doctrine.  

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord 

and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an 

example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater 

than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these 

things, you will be blessed if you do them. (John 13:13-17) 

 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to 

equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all 



reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13) 

 

For this I was appointed a preacher and apostle – I am telling the truth; I am not lying – and a 

teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. (1 Timothy 2:7) 

 

II. Paul was not surprised that he was suffering for the Gospel. (v. 12) 

We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with 

the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. (1 

Thessalonians 2:2) 

 

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, 

then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 

order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. (Romans 8:16-18) 

 

I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from 

the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 

on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 

called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:10-14) 

 

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, 

whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand 

firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel without being 

frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be 

destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf 

of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the 

same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. (Philippians 1:27-30) 

 

III. Those who are unashamed of the Lord can have great confidence that He will carry 

us through. (v. 12b) 

Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the 

opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, which some have professed and in so doing 

have departed from the faith. (1 Timothy 6:20-21) 

 

“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no 

more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been 

killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.” (Luke 12:4-5) 

 

As it is written: 



“See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble 

    and a rock that makes them fall, 

    and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.” (Romans 9:33) 

 

Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of 

ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. (2 

Corinthians 1:21-22) 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 

have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of 

your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result 

in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you 

love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 

your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9) 

 

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence 

without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 

authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. (Jude 

1:24-25) 

 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what 

is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:10) 

 
 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is 

building on it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other 

than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, 

silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the 

Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 

person’s work. If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned 

up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through 

the flames. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15) 

 

IV. Christians must cling tenaciously to the truth of God’s Word. (v. 13) 

Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they 

received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what 

Paul said was true. (Acts 17:11) 

 

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God 

chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief 



in the truth. He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, 

whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 

eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good 

deed and word. (2 Thessalonians 2:13-17) 

 

Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son whom I 

love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which 

agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church. (1 Corinthians 4:16-7) 

 

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1) 

 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 

there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 

scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the 

mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held 

together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its 

work. (Ephesians 4:14-16) 

 

V. We have a responsibility to protect God’s truth in cooperation with the Holy Spirit. 

(v. 14) 

Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will 

keep (guard) it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant 

also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. (John 12:25-26) 

 

While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None 

has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. (John 

17:12) 

 

Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not 

be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. But grow in the 

grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and 

forever! Amen. (2 Peter 3:17-18) 

 

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. (John 16:13a) 

 

VI. Some will be remembered as shameful. (v. 15) 

 

VII. While others will be honored with commendation. (v. 16-17) 

 


