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Paul briefly declares the significance of his letter, the importance of God’s church and its 

foundational message. 

I. Paul is writing a personal letter to his protégé. (v. 14a)  

 

II. Paul’s inspired purpose is to teach how people should behave as members of God’s 

family. (v. 15) 

 

III. The Church is the repository for God’s revealed truth. (v. 15b) 

For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as 

an apostle to the Gentiles. James, Peter and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and 

Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed 

that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. All they asked was that we 

should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along. 

(Galatians 2:8-10) 

 

The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they 

leave it. I will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new 

Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my 

new name. (Revelation 3:12) 

 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 

behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you 

holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— if you continue in your faith, 

established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel 

that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, 

Paul, have become a servant. (Colossians 1:21-23) 

 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17) 

 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) 

 

Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other 

with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful 

hearts. (Colossians 3:16 - NLT) 

 



IV. There is agreement without controversy: great is the divine revelation of God’s plan 

of salvation. (v. 16) 

A. Christ, who was and is fully God, took on full humanity to Himself. 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 

will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:8-12) 

 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 

might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—  and free those 

who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he 

helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in 

every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 

and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when 

he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. (Hebrews 2:14-18) 

 

B. The Holy Spirit demonstrated that Jesus was perfectly righteous. 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, 

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the 

barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, 

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 

John consented. 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice 

from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:11-

17) 

 

Then John [the Baptizer] gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a 

dove and remain on him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize 

with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one 



who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 

(John 1:32-34) 

 

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up 

a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the 

sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.  Just then there appeared before them Moses 

and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—

one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This 

is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” (Matthew 17:1-5) 

 

I have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about 

them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, but now I am going to 

Him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ Rather, you are filled with 

grief because I have said these things. But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am 

going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 

you. When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness 

and judgment: about sin, because people do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I 

am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and about judgment, because the 

prince of this world now stands condemned. 

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only 

what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me 

that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. 

That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” (John 

16:4-15) 

 

The Gospel is centered in God’s Son, a descendant of David by human genealogy and patently 

marked out as the Son of God by the power of that Spirit of holiness which raised him to life 

again from the dead. He is our Lord, Jesus Christ, from whom we received grace and our 

commission in his name to forward obedience to the faith in all nations. (Romans 1:2-5 – J.B. 

Phillips) 

 

It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—

that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who 

boasts boast in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:30-31) 

 

C. Angels appeared throughout His lifetime to help authenticate His identity. 

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? (Hebrews 

1:14) 

 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 



“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” (Luke 

2:13-15) 

 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and ministered to him. (Matthew 4:11) 

 

He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are 

willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven 

appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his 

sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. (Luke 22:41-44) 

 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to look at the tomb. 

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 

the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 

were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead 

men. 

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 

was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you 

into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” (Matthew 28:1-7) 

 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, 

searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to 

which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah 

and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves 

but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have 

preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into 

these things. (1 Peter 1:10-12) 

 

D. Jesus and His disciples spread the Good News that He was the Messiah (Savior). 

 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 

good news!” (Mark 1:15) 

Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the 

plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he 

was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 

(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you 

ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 



Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 

would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get 

this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it 

himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the 

water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 

of water welling up to eternal life.” 

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” 

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 

“I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had 

five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite 

true.” 

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now 

come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 

kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit 

and in truth.” 

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 

explain everything to us.” 

Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” (John 4:4-26) 

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life… Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 

does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of 

God’s one and only Son… Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the 

Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them. 

(John 3:16, 18, 36) 

 

E. Some who heard the Good News believed and were saved. 

“Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of 

salvation has been sent. The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in 

condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. Though 

they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 

When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the cross 

and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead, and for many days he was seen by 

those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our 

people. 



“We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors he has fulfilled for us, their 

children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: 

“‘You are my son; 

    today I have become your father.’ 

God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said, 

“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 

So it is also stated elsewhere: 

“‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’ 

“Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was 

buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. But the one whom God raised from the dead 

did not see decay. 

“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a 

justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. Take care that what the 

prophets have said does not happen to you: 

“‘Look, you scoffers, 

    wonder and perish, 

for I am going to do something in your days 

    that you would never believe, 

    even if someone told you.’” 

As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further 

about these things on the next Sabbath. When the congregation was dismissed, many of the 

Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and 

urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When the 

Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was 

saying and heaped abuse on him. 

Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. 

Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the 

Gentiles. For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 

    that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who 

were appointed for eternal life believed. 

The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. But the Jewish leaders incited the God-

fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution 

against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. So they shook the dust off their 

feet as a warning to them and went to Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy and with 

the Holy Spirit. (Acts 13:16-52) 

 

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive 

him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children 

born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. (John 

1:11-13) 



 

F. After completing His portion of the Father’s plan, Jesus returned to heaven, still in 

His human form. 

On one occasion, while [Jesus] was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 

sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 4:1-11) 

 

This is why it says: 

“When he ascended on high, 

    he took many captives 

    and gave gifts to his people.” 

(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? He 

who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the 

whole universe.) (Ephesians 4:8-10) 

 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 

but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 

through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. (Hebrews 1:1-3) 

 

1) Our conduct must be based on scriptural principals, not on what we humanly desire. 

2) Our church must conform to the truth of Scripture, not invent its own message. 

3) Our confession of faith revolves around the Lord Jesus Christ and not anyone else. 

 


