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I.	We	Find	Ourselves	Out	of	Fellowship	With	God	
(v1&2)	
A.	Not	everyone	in	the	covenant	community	has	
a	relationship	with	God.	
Judges	21:25	In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	
Israel.	Everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	
eyes.	
Judges	2:10	And	all	that	generation	also	were	
gathered	to	their	fathers.	And	there	arose	
another	generation	after	them	who	did	not	know	
the	Lord	or	the	work	that	he	had	done	for	Israel.	
Mark	4:13–20	And	he	said	to	them,	“Do	you	not	
understand	this	parable?	How	then	will	you	
understand	all	the	parables?	14	The	sower	sows	
the	word.	15	And	these	are	the	ones	along	the	
path,	where	the	word	is	sown:	when	they	hear,	
Satan	immediately	comes	and	takes	away	the	
word	that	is	sown	in	them.	16	And	these	are	the	
ones	sown	on	rocky	ground:	the	ones	who,	when	
they	hear	the	word,	immediately	receive	it	with	
joy.	17	And	they	have	no	root	in	themselves,	but	
endure	for	a	while;	then,	when	tribulation	or	
persecution	arises	on	account	of	the	word,	
immediately	they	fall	away.	18	And	others	are	
the	ones	sown	among	thorns.	They	are	those	
who	hear	the	word,	19	but	the	cares	of	the	world	
and	the	deceitfulness	of	riches	and	the	desires	
for	other	things	enter	in	and	choke	the	word,	and	
it	proves	unfruitful.	20	But	those	that	were	sown	
on	the	good	soil	are	the	ones	who	hear	the	word	
and	accept	it	and	bear	fruit,	thirtyfold	and	
sixtyfold	and	a	hundredfold.”	
Matthew	13:24–30	He	put	another	parable	
before	them,	saying,	“The	kingdom	of	heaven	
may	be	compared	to	a	man	who	sowed	good	
seed	in	his	field,	25	but	while	his	men	were	
sleeping,	his	enemy	came	and	sowed	weeds	
among	the	wheat	and	went	away.	26	So	when	

the	plants	came	up	and	bore	grain,	then	the	
weeds	appeared	also.	27	And	the	servants	of	the	
master	of	the	house	came	and	said	to	him,	
‘Master,	did	you	not	sow	good	seed	in	your	field?	
How	then	does	it	have	weeds?’	28	He	said	to	
them,	‘An	enemy	has	done	this.’	So	the	servants	
said	to	him,	‘Then	do	you	want	us	to	go	and	
gather	them?’	29	But	he	said,	‘No,	lest	in	
gathering	the	weeds	you	root	up	the	wheat	along	
with	them.	30	Let	both	grow	together	until	the	
harvest,	and	at	harvest	time	I	will	tell	the	
reapers,	Gather	the	weeds	first	and	bind	them	in	
bundles	to	be	burned,	but	gather	the	wheat	into	
my	barn.’	”	
Luke	6:43–45	“For	no	good	tree	bears	bad	fruit,	
nor	again	does	a	bad	tree	bear	good	fruit,	44	for	
each	tree	is	known	by	its	own	fruit.	For	figs	are	
not	gathered	from	thornbushes,	nor	are	grapes	
picked	from	a	bramble	bush.	45	The	good	person	
out	of	the	good	treasure	of	his	heart	produces	
good,	and	the	evil	person	out	of	his	evil	treasure	
produces	evil,	for	out	of	the	abundance	of	the	
heart	his	mouth	speaks.	
1	John	2:18	&	19	Children,	it	is	the	last	hour,	and	
as	you	have	heard	that	antichrist	is	coming,	so	
now	many	antichrists	have	come.	Therefore	we	
know	that	it	is	the	last	hour.	19	They	went	out	
from	us,	but	they	were	not	of	us;	for	if	they	had	
been	of	us,	they	would	have	continued	with	us.	
But	they	went	out,	that	it	might	become	plain	
that	they	all	are	not	of	us.	
Revelation	2:7	He	who	has	an	ear,	let	him	hear	
what	the	Spirit	says	to	the	churches.	To	the	one	
who	conquers	I	will	grant	to	eat	of	the	tree	of	life,	
which	is	in	the	paradise	of	God.’	
Revelation	2:17	He	who	has	an	ear,	let	him	hear	
what	the	Spirit	says	to	the	churches.	To	the	one	
who	conquers	I	will	give	some	of	the	hidden	



manna,	and	I	will	give	him	a	white	stone,	with	a	
new	name	written	on	the	stone	that	no	one	
knows	except	the	one	who	receives	it.’	
Revelation	3:21	The	one	who	conquers,	I	will	
grant	him	to	sit	with	me	on	my	throne,	as	I	also	
conquered	and	sat	down	with	my	Father	on	his	
throne.	
	
B.	Running	from	difficulty	is	not	necessarily	the	
right	way.	
Genesis	16:8	&	9	And	he	said,	“Hagar,	servant	of	
Sarai,	where	have	you	come	from	and	where	are	
you	going?”	She	said,	“I	am	fleeing	from	my	
mistress	Sarai.”	9	The	angel	of	the	Lord	said	to	
her,	“Return	to	your	mistress	and	submit	to	her.”	
Jonah	1:1–3	Now	the	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	
Jonah	the	son	of	Amittai,	saying,	2	“Arise,	go	to	
Nineveh,	that	great	city,	and	call	out	against	it,	
for	their	evil	has	come	up	before	me.”	3	But	
Jonah	rose	to	flee	to	Tarshish	from	the	presence	
of	the	Lord.	He	went	down	to	Joppa	and	found	a	
ship	going	to	Tarshish.	So	he	paid	the	fare	and	
went	down	into	it,	to	go	with	them	to	Tarshish,	
away	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord.	
Philippians	4:11–13	Not	that	I	am	speaking	of	
being	in	need,	for	I	have	learned	in	whatever	
situation	I	am	to	be	content.	12	I	know	how	to	be	
brought	low,	and	I	know	how	to	abound.	In	any	
and	every	circumstance,	I	have	learned	the	
secret	of	facing	plenty	and	hunger,	abundance	
and	need.	13	I	can	do	all	things	through	him	who	
strengthens	me.	
1	Timothy	6:6–8	But	godliness	with	contentment	
is	great	gain,	7	for	we	brought	nothing	into	the	
world,	and	we	cannot	take	anything	out	of	the	
world.	8	But	if	we	have	food	and	clothing,	with	
these	we	will	be	content.	
	
II.	God	Uses	Whatever	Means	To	Bring	Us	Back	
(v3-14)	
A.	God	is	in	control	and	has	a	purpose	for	
everything.	
Isaiah	46:9	&	10	remember	the	former	things	of	
old;	for	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other;	I	am	God,	
and	there	is	none	like	me,	10	declaring	the	end	
from	the	beginning	and	from	ancient	times	
things	not	yet	done,	saying,	‘My	counsel	shall	
stand,	and	I	will	accomplish	all	my	purpose,’	
Daniel	4:34	&	35	At	the	end	of	the	days	I,	
Nebuchadnezzar,	lifted	my	eyes	to	heaven,	and	
my	reason	returned	to	me,	and	I	blessed	the	

Most	High,	and	praised	and	honored	him	who	
lives	forever,	for	his	dominion	is	an	everlasting	
dominion,	and	his	kingdom	endures	from	
generation	to	generation;	35	all	the	inhabitants	
of	the	earth	are	accounted	as	nothing,	and	he	
does	according	to	his	will	among	the	host	of	
heaven	and	among	the	inhabitants	of	the	earth;	
and	none	can	stay	his	hand	or	say	to	him,	“What	
have	you	done?”	
Romans	8:28	And	we	know	that	for	those	who	
love	God	all	things	work	together	for	good,	for	
those	who	are	called	according	to	his	purpose.	
	
B.	God	used	the	bitter	circumstances	of	life	to	
lure	Naomi.	
1	Samuel	1:10	She	was	deeply	distressed	and	
prayed	to	the	Lord	and	wept	bitterly.	
1	Samuel	1:10	(KJV	1900)	And	she	was	in	
bitterness	of	soul,	and	prayed	unto	the	Lord,	and	
wept	sore.	
Job	7:11	“Therefore	I	will	not	restrain	my	mouth;	
I	will	speak	in	the	anguish	of	my	spirit;	I	will	
complain	in	the	bitterness	of	my	soul.	
Job	9:18	he	will	not	let	me	get	my	breath,	but	fills	
me	with	bitterness.	
Job	10:1	“I	loathe	my	life;	I	will	give	free	
utterance	to	my	complaint;	I	will	speak	in	the	
bitterness	of	my	soul.	
Job	23:1–10	Then	Job	answered	and	said:	2	
“Today	also	my	complaint	is	bitter;	my	hand	is	
heavy	on	account	of	my	groaning.	3	Oh,	that	I	
knew	where	I	might	find	him,	that	I	might	come	
even	to	his	seat!	4	I	would	lay	my	case	before	
him	and	fill	my	mouth	with	arguments.	5	I	would	
know	what	he	would	answer	me	and	understand	
what	he	would	say	to	me.	6	Would	he	contend	
with	me	in	the	greatness	of	his	power?	No;	he	
would	pay	attention	to	me.	7	There	an	upright	
man	could	argue	with	him,	and	I	would	be	
acquitted	forever	by	my	judge.	8	“Behold,	I	go	
forward,	but	he	is	not	there,	and	backward,	but	I	
do	not	perceive	him;	9	on	the	left	hand	when	he	
is	working,	I	do	not	behold	him;	he	turns	to	the	
right	hand,	but	I	do	not	see	him.	10	But	he	knows	
the	way	that	I	take;	when	he	has	tried	me,	I	shall	
come	out	as	gold.	
Hosea	2:15	And	there	I	will	give	her	her	
vineyards	and	make	the	Valley	of	Achor	a	door	of	
hope.	And	there	she	shall	answer	as	in	the	days	
of	her	youth,	as	at	the	time	when	she	came	out	of	
the	land	of	Egypt.	



	
III.	God	Provides	Tokens	of	Grace	(v15-18)	
A.	Encouraged	by	unconditional	love.	
1	Corinthians	13:4–7	Love	is	patient	and	kind;	
love	does	not	envy	or	boast;	it	is	not	arrogant	5	
or	rude.	It	does	not	insist	on	its	own	way;	it	is	not	
irritable	or	resentful;	6	it	does	not	rejoice	at	
wrongdoing,	but	rejoices	with	the	truth.	7	Love	
bears	all	things,	believes	all	things,	hopes	all	
things,	endures	all	things.	
Acts	9:26	&	27	And	when	he	had	come	to	
Jerusalem,	he	attempted	to	join	the	disciples.	
And	they	were	all	afraid	of	him,	for	they	did	not	
believe	that	he	was	a	disciple.	27	But	Barnabas	
took	him	and	brought	him	to	the	apostles	and	
declared	to	them	how	on	the	road	he	had	seen	
the	Lord,	who	spoke	to	him,	and	how	at	
Damascus	he	had	preached	boldly	in	the	name	of	
Jesus.	
Acts	15:36–41	And	after	some	days	Paul	said	to	
Barnabas,	“Let	us	return	and	visit	the	brothers	in	
every	city	where	we	proclaimed	the	word	of	the	
Lord,	and	see	how	they	are.”	37	Now	Barnabas	
wanted	to	take	with	them	John	called	Mark.	38	
But	Paul	thought	best	not	to	take	with	them	one	
who	had	withdrawn	from	them	in	Pamphylia	and	
had	not	gone	with	them	to	the	work.	39	And	
there	arose	a	sharp	disagreement,	so	that	they	
separated	from	each	other.	Barnabas	took	Mark	
with	him	and	sailed	away	to	Cyprus,	40	but	Paul	
chose	Silas	and	departed,	having	been	
commended	by	the	brothers	to	the	grace	of	the	
Lord.	41	And	he	went	through	Syria	and	Cilicia,	
strengthening	the	churches.	
	
B.	Encouraged	by	loyalty.	
Proverbs	20:6	Many	a	man	proclaims	his	own	
steadfast	love,	but	a	faithful	man	who	can	find?	
Proverbs	25:13	Like	the	cold	of	snow	in	the	time	
of	harvest	is	a	faithful	messenger	to	those	who	
send	him;	he	refreshes	the	soul	of	his	masters.	
Hosea	2:20	I	will	betroth	you	to	me	in	
faithfulness.	And	you	shall	know	the	Lord.	
	
IV.	The	Evidence	of	a	Repentant	Heart	(v19-22)	
A.	The	evidence	of	repentance.	
2	Timothy	2:24–26	And	the	Lord’s	servant	must	
not	be	quarrelsome	but	kind	to	everyone,	able	to	
teach,	patiently	enduring	evil,	25	correcting	his	
opponents	with	gentleness.	God	may	perhaps	
grant	them	repentance	leading	to	a	knowledge	of	

the	truth,	26	and	they	may	come	to	their	senses	
and	escape	from	the	snare	of	the	devil,	after	
being	captured	by	him	to	do	his	will.	
Isaiah	1:18–20	“Come	now,	let	us	reason	
together,	says	the	Lord:	though	your	sins	are	like	
scarlet,	they	shall	be	as	white	as	snow;	though	
they	are	red	like	crimson,	they	shall	become	like	
wool.	19	If	you	are	willing	and	obedient,	you	
shall	eat	the	good	of	the	land;	20	but	if	you	refuse	
and	rebel,	you	shall	be	eaten	by	the	sword;	for	
the	mouth	of	the	Lord	has	spoken.”	
Psalm	18:2	&	3	The	Lord	is	my	rock	and	my	
fortress	and	my	deliverer,	my	God,	my	rock,	in	
whom	I	take	refuge,	my	shield,	and	the	horn	of	
my	salvation,	my	stronghold.	3	I	call	upon	the	
Lord,	who	is	worthy	to	be	praised,	and	I	am	
saved	from	my	enemies.	
Psalm	37:3	&	4	Trust	in	the	Lord,	and	do	good;	
dwell	in	the	land	and	befriend	faithfulness.	4	
Delight	yourself	in	the	Lord,	and	he	will	give	you	
the	desires	of	your	heart.	
	
B.	The	attitude	of	repentance.	
Isaiah	57:15	For	thus	says	the	One	who	is	high	
and	lifted	up,	who	inhabits	eternity,	whose	name	
is	Holy:	“I	dwell	in	the	high	and	holy	place,	and	
also	with	him	who	is	of	a	contrite	and	lowly	
spirit,	to	revive	the	spirit	of	the	lowly,	and	to	
revive	the	heart	of	the	contrite.	
1	Peter	5:6	&	7	Humble	yourselves,	therefore,	
under	the	mighty	hand	of	God	so	that	at	the	
proper	time	he	may	exalt	you,	7	casting	all	your	
anxieties	on	him,	because	he	cares	for	you.	
	
C.	God’s	purpose	in	emptiness.	
Jeremiah	29:11–13	For	I	know	the	plans	I	have	
for	you,	declares	the	Lord,	plans	for	welfare	and	
not	for	evil,	to	give	you	a	future	and	a	hope.	12	
Then	you	will	call	upon	me	and	come	and	pray	to	
me,	and	I	will	hear	you.	13	You	will	seek	me	and	
find	me,	when	you	seek	me	with	all	your	heart.	
1	Samuel	2:7	&	8	The	Lord	makes	poor	and	
makes	rich;	he	brings	low	and	he	exalts.	8	He	
raises	up	the	poor	from	the	dust;	he	lifts	the	
needy	from	the	ash	heap	to	make	them	sit	with	
princes	and	inherit	a	seat	of	honor.	For	the	
pillars	of	the	earth	are	the	Lord’s,	and	on	them	
he	has	set	the	world.	


