
The Mediating Messiah - John 12:27-36 2-6-22
The grand scheme of God’s revelation is the unfolding of the covenant of grace in 

response to the sin of man. There, the reality of judgment upon those who are left naked before 
God and the beauty of salvation upon those who are covered by Christ is set forth over and over 
again. What greatly aids in seeing this sovereign thread is recognizing the harmony within the 
testimony of God in His Word. Here, the harmony that needs to be seen is the harmony within all 
the four Gospels and with the Old Testament witness, which we have mentioned both recently. 
These have a great impact upon the thrust of what we hear from the Apostle John. Unfortunately, 
this intentional recognition of the harmony within all of God’s revelation is lost in many parts of 
today’s Christianity. In many ways we detach Scripture from Scripture and that is a path that 
should not be traveled by the Christian. This detachment has a heavy effect on our theological 
foundations, which directly effect the way we go about life in and out of the church. When we 
detach Scripture from Scripture we are missing so, so much and I hope you notice that more 
today. Enough with this laxidazical, apathetic, shallow Christianity we’ve got going. It is a piece 
of loving this world that we need to get rid of. Do we not realize that this is God’s Word?! 

We need to actively wed Scripture alone with all of Scripture and see its cohesiveness, 
because that’s what it is. Scripture cannot be broken. So let’s not try to break it whether 
intentionally or unintentionally. We need to learn that the Gospels are all about the earthly 
ministry of Jesus, but they are written by four different people who are writing on the same thing 
from four different vantage points. We need to learn that when Jesus says that the Old Testament 
is about Him then a lot of what is written in the New Testament is references of the Old 
Testament that brings more fullness to the testimony about Jesus. Once these principles have 
gotten to be regularly on our mind, then the applications we make for us today will be more 
faithful and more meaningful. I say all of that to challenge us to advance out from under this 
shallow Christianity that is consuming the church and to move forward strengthened and 
equipped for life in this fallen world. If we don’t do this then we will be vulnerable, influenced, 
and malnourished. Do we want that? Do you want that?  

When we remember the timing of this chapter that we are studying in relation to the other 
Gospels first then we will remember that a lot has happened that isn’t mentioned by John. The 
other Gospels record what happened from the triumphal entry to the Olivet discourse of Jesus on 
the Mount of Olives. This is the timeline that is very helpful to know as we look at the mediating 
Messiah 1) on the Mount and 2) on the cross. Having reflected on this we will then look at 3) the 
implications of those points to see more of the fullness of God’s Word here and its further 
application for us today.  

Given the parallels that we recently saw with Moses and Mount Sinai and Jesus and the 
Mount of Olives when we read this passage with Exodus 19 in mind we can see the tremendous 
connection. [READ Exodus 19:16-20]. Isn’t what we hear in John 12 like Mount Sinai in God 
speaking to Moses? And when we put this together with the timeline of what has been happening 
with Jesus going back and forth between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives and His warning of 
the coming judgment on the covenant unfaithful ones, the Jews, that will happen in that 
generation then we can see that there is a very good chance that what we are hearing here is 
spoken by Jesus on the Mount of Olives. This took place a couple of days before the Passover, 
which is a timing that will line up when we look at the Gospel accounts. This is very significant, 
because when we get to Jesus talking about judgment and salvation then all of this fits. It fits 



further with the expansion of the gospel to the Gentiles, which is a part of this timing that I 
mentioned last week with these Greeks wanting to talk to Jesus. The nations are now coming to 
Jesus. So what we see here is the one true Mediator between God and man who goes between 
God and man on the Mount. So Jesus is the greater and true Moses. This further gives 
significance to how these Jews keep on trying to claim an allegiance and connection to Moses, 
but they were deaf in their hearing that Moses spoke of Jesus and they were blind to see the 
connections Jesus is making right before them. 

In this, Jesus is revealing more that He is the mediating Messiah and God in the flesh. 
This is a revelation of the two natures of Jesus who is fully God and fully man at the same time. 
Jesus is not part God and part human. Jesus doesn’t have two natures, but one will. Jesus has a 
total divine nature and a total human nature that co-exist with each other in one person and this 
means that with His two natures, He also has two wills that co-exist as well. We see that here in 
verse 27, 27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Here, Jesus is truly 
troubled about what He faces, which shows His humanity. Yet it is not a troubling that is sinful in 
any way, because He knows why He has come and it is in submission that He says all of this. 
Plus this is part of what is said and heard for their sake. Also Jesus has a human soul and a body 
to go with it that will be lifted up on the cross, but again, Jesus knows why He came. His 
knowledge is an infinite knowledge that comes from His divine nature in being omniscient yet it 
co-exists with His human knowledge. So here we see two natures and two wills existing in one 
person at the same time where they are fully divine and fully human. This also reiterates the need 
to keep the harmony of Scripture together with Scripture alone and all of Scripture as we 
combine this with other pieces of Scripture to understand this truth about Jesus more fully and 
clearly. 

Furthermore, if this wasn’t true about Jesus then we would have no mediator that could 
stand between us and God on our behalf. He wouldn’t be a sufficient mediator if He was 
anything less than fully God and fully man at the same time the whole time in His earthly life 
and ministry, and thereafter. We need a sinless mediator and a human mediator. Without Jesus 
being this true Mediator, we have no assured hope of life and salvation. This is the defense of the 
person of Jesus that the early church combatted early heresies with to protect the doctrine of 
Christ that had come from God and to protect the purity of the church that had come from God 
for God through His truth. There was no compromise on these issues and there shouldn’t be 
today. Plus this truth about Jesus brings us to see what all went into the plan of God and the 
accomplishment of that plan for sinners to be saved. 

This then drives us further to this mediating Messiah on the cross. Verse 32 says, “32 And 
I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” With this verse there are 
nine pieces to take note of briefly. Nine pieces in one verse? This is an example of how much we 
can get out of God’s Word in what He has said if we slow down in our study and pay attention to 
what’s being said. 

1) Jesus says, “And I, when I am lifted up.” With all this skepticism about Jesus being the 
Messiah, He has done this before where He over emphasizes Himself. He is talking about 
Himself dying on a cross and they know that, but it just does not settle in them. They keep 
raising objections with what He is saying. But He keeps making it clear that He is talking about 
Himself. The structure of the sentence shows us how He is over emphasizing Himself. 



2) The second piece to take note of is that He is making it clear as to what He is talking 
about. He is talking about His death in being lifted up. It’s quite clear that it is a crucifixion given 
that time of history and they have this in mind. We can see that they understanding what He is 
talking about when they bring up the question of how the Christ is supposed to remain.  

3) Thirdly, He will be “lifted up from the earth.” When Jesus is hung on the cross there 
He will hang between heaven and earth. He will connect God and man as He is lifted up between 
God and man. This highlights the mediatorial work of Jesus that is reminiscent of Jacob’s ladder 
in Genesis 28 that is also referenced in John 1:51 where Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man.” The only way for sinful man to get to God is from climbing that ladder by God’s grace by 
way of Jesus connecting us to God and bringing us to Him for justification, forgiveness, and 
reconciliation.  

4) Then notice in the same portion of this statement that Jesus is “lifted up from the 
earth” that the earth in its sinful rebellion has rejected the Son of Man. The wicked hearts of man 
have contrived and followed through with their hatred of Jesus by hanging Him on a cross. They 
say in rebellion, “We don’t want this man who claims to be God and Messiah. We reject Him, so 
we thrust Him up on a cross in our violent destain of Him.” So fallen man made from the dust of 
the earth will reject Jesus from their fallen position on the earth. 

5) But turning from there this statement goes into the result of what will come out of 
Jesus’s death on the cross. He “will draw all people.” It is a guarantee that the particular drawing 
will happen. This goes back to what we said last week about a guaranteed result, which must 
make us search the answer, biblically, as to what Jesus actually accomplished on the cross. He 
accomplished something. What exactly was that? If we take this literally then we can’t escape 
universalism, which believes that no one will go to hell, but that everyone will be saved in the 
end. But that should be a clear lie to us given the testimony of Scripture about judgment and hell. 
Instead, the guaranteed result is more effectual, particular, and specific than that. 

6) Which goes to the word “draw.” He says, “I will draw all people to myself.” This 
drawing describes the inward power of God’s invincible grace in the hearts of those He saves. 
When He goes to save someone, that someone will be saved without fail. This word “draw” 
explains and targets the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit in the heart, mind, and will of the 
sinner who is regenerated, born again. Further, it is synonymous with being compelled to do 
something, which has a power and a force to it that prevails. When the sinner’s nature is changed 
by the Spirit, they want no one and nothing else other than Jesus and they are compelled within 
themselves by the Spirit in their new nature to come to Jesus for salvation. And that’s all a work 
of God alone. Man is not co-operative in the effort. 

7) To emphasize that, Jesus says, “I will draw,” not, “I will if you will let me” or not “I 
will if you work with me.” But we change it to that. We say heretical things like, “God will save 
you if you let Him. Will you let Him save you?” This is an infection that has spread throughout 
the visible church that can only be cured by the belief and proclamation of God’s sovereign 
grace. Salvation is a work of God alone and without a deliberate understanding and love for that 
truth the church will become malnourished, ineffective, influenced, and it will start to crumble. 

8) And He will draw “all people.” What does this refer to? It doesn’t refer to every single 
human being as we noted before, because not every single human being comes to Jesus for 
salvation. This is where we must notice again that there is no added human action in this 



equation. Again, man is not co-operative in the effort of being saved. This “all people” describes 
the New Covenant expansion in the adding in of the Gentiles. Jesus will draw all people from 
every nation, not just from the nation of Israel. He will draw all types of people from all 
backgrounds, that’s the point. 

9) And lastly, Jesus will draw all people “to Himself.” There is no other name under 
heaven by which we are saved. He is the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father 
except through Him. The exclusivity of this demands that our belief is in the correct Jesus and 
not a false Jesus who is not Jesus at all. This also backs up His role as Mediator, as we’ve noted 
and highlights once again His divine nature in being God in the flesh and the forgiver of sin. 

In continuing on in looking at Jesus on the cross we should take note of what is said in 34 
and 35. “34 So the crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains 
forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’” In 
knowing what Jesus was talking about, people in this crowd had issue with what He says. Why? 
Because they heard, so they think, from the Law, which is a broad term for the whole Old 
Testament, that whoever the Messiah is, He will remain forever. So since Jesus is saying that He 
is going to die, that must mean, to them, that He is really not the Messiah. See, they didn’t have a 
category for resurrection when it came to the Messiah. They were merely looking for a literal 
king that would forever remain on earth as their earthly rescuer. They have Daniel 7 in mind, but 
they take that as a literal earthly reign that remains forever. 

Now, the implications that come from all this are critical. They are critical for that context 
and they are critical for us too. 

The main one comes in verse 31, “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler 
of this world be cast out.” How do we make sense of this, because this could easily confront how 
we understand the nature of life in this world as it relates to the working of God’s grace, my 
human responsibility as someone who is a new creation in Christ, what my tangible war is within 
time, and how this could relate to my understanding of the future? First we need to understand 
that these statements are connected and the second statement is built upon the first. But that’s all 
I’m going to tell you about that, because we are going to spend a whole sermon on this next 
week. So there’s a teaser for you. 

Another implication that comes from this passage is verse 30, “Jesus answered, ‘The 
voice has come for your sake, not mine.’” There are two sides to this. One is regarding judgment 
and one is regarding mercy. For judgment, the voice of God was heard not for their sake, so that 
they could understand it truly, because they didn’t know what the noise was, they only 
speculated, but it was for their sake to leave them without further excuse. This is clear more from 
what is said later on in verses 37-40 [READ]. This is targeted mainly at the unfaithful covenant 
people of God, the Jews, but it applies to all who cannot hear the voice of God in Christ through 
the gospel. This brings us back to what we said earlier about Moses and Mount Sinai where God 
thundered from heaven and commanded His people to obey. Here is the fulfillment of that in 
their disobedience as a people, which brings Jesus to solidify their judgment declared from the 
Mount of Olives in them not being able to recognize and truly hear by faith the voice of God and 
why He sent Jesus to die on a cross as the mediating Messiah. Regarding mercy, this is further 
vindication in confirming that this is the Christ, the Messiah and this is, in what He illustrates 
and describes, is what He came to do and will do for all those that He draws to Himself. This is 
further explained as John says in verse 33, “He said this to show by what kind of death he was 



going to die.” In these two sides this drives us to what is said in 35 and 36, because it is a 
warning of judgment and a call to believe. Given that this very well could’ve been said on the 
Mount of Olives this goes with the warning and the call that we hear in the Olivet discourse as 
well. 

The next implication then comes from 35 and 36 in the call to believe in the light, so that 
sinners can become sons of the light. This call is directly about Jesus’s earthly existence as the 
God-man as He will soon die and it also reverberates throughout history from heaven. The sinner 
in their natural darkness cannot see where they are going. They are fixed on their sin with a heart 
of stone that is not spiritually alive. John said earlier in chapter 3 that sinners love their darkness 
and do not want to come to the light. So the sinner must come to the light, which is Christ, so 
that they can live in His light. In speaking about the Gentile elect specifically, but all those who 
have been saved in Christ through history, Peter says in his first letter, “But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9).” 
And when this happens then we are children of the light who produce, by the Spirit’s work, fruit 
of the light, which Paul says in Ephesians 5:9 that the fruit of the light is found in all that is good 
and right and true. This connects us back to the fruit of the fruit of death where, because of the 
death of Jesus, those in Christ have died to themselves and now produce fruit that is in 
accordance to the will of God, fruit of the kingdom of God. So let us not be the shallow, 
retreating, distracted Christianity that is prevalent today. Let us increase in our drive for a full 
and consistent Christianity submitted to the lordship of Jesus living on every word that comes 
from His mouth in all of life. This will happen if the mediatorial work of Jesus has been applied 
to us by the Spirit in bringing us to life and salvation. 


