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We might describe of the “harmony” of the gospel books (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) in 
this way: they start at different points, and they reveal the history of Jesus Christ in different 
ways, but they all bring us to the same conclusion: “In Christ alone, my hope is found”.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I 
delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, 
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this 
present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 
And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 

 
Romans 1:16-17 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 
For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The 
just shall live by faith. 

 
Reading the gospels together reveals God’s power and righteousness in the person of the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. As stated before, we know that each of the gospel books (the written records 
of good news) has a different starting point when relating the history of Jesus Christ. It is this 
starting point that we will consider today as we listen to and consider the first (recorded) words 
spoken by Jesus Christ in each of the gospel books, starting with Luke, then Matthew, John, and 
Mark in chronological order. (We do not question that there were times in the Old Testament 
where the Son of God was likely revealed and spoke. We are focusing upon the God man Jesus 
Christ in the New Testament in this lesson). 
 

Hebrews 12:2a Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

 
Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 

 
We will look unto Jesus as we read these passages from the gospel books, and we will 
understand and apply what they reveal about him to ourselves and our walk in him. Not one 
word of Jesus Christ went forth without meaning. 
 
Luke 2:42-52 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the 
feast. 43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in 
Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 44 But they, supposing him to have been in the 
company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 45 And 
when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 And it came to pass, that 
after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and 
asking them questions. 47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. 48 
And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt 
with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How is it that 
ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? 50 And they understood 
not the saying which he spake unto them. 51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and 
was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 
 
49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father's business? 
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Mary questioned the child Jesus about why he had left her and his earthly father Joseph to 
remain in Jerusalem. The response that Jesus gives Mary is a reminder to her about his (and 
her) heavenly father. Some other translations of the scriptures provide additional insight into 
Jesus’ response: 

 
YLT: And he said unto them, 'Why is it that ye were seeking me? did ye not know that in the 
things of my Father it behoveth me to be?' 

 
LSV: And He said to them, “Why [is it] that you were seeking Me? Did you not know that it is 
necessary for Me to be in the things of My Father?” 

 
What do these words tell us about Jesus Christ? They tell us that he was aware of who he was as 
it related to his earthly and heavenly fathers even as a child. The temple was his heavenly 
father’s house and he desired to be present in it. It was there that he belonged. It was there that 
he could learn and understand “the things of (his) My Father”. 
 

Psalms 27:4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell 
in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and 
to enquire in his temple. 

 
What do these words tell us about ourselves? If Jesus Christ is our perfect example, these words 
tell us that our desires for relationship and for belonging can be fulfilled in him. We, like him, 
are to be “about my (our) Father’s business” and to be “in the things of (our) My Father”.  
 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 

Where do we learn how to do the “good works” that we were “created in Christ Jesus” and that 
“God…ordained” for us to do? In the household of God, the new temple. 
 

Ephesians 2:18-22 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father. 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom 
all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom 
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
 

The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70, but the everlasting heavenly temple is made 
up of our souls and bodies, which together make up “the building” that we call “the household of 
God”. The heavenly temple is “an holy temple” and “an habitation of God”. The household of 
God is represented on earth in the individual saints and the congregations of saints established 
from the cornerstone confession “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:16). 
Saints proclaim their new relationship with God and their new belonging to his household 
through an act we call baptism. It is in the baptism of Jesus Christ that we find his next recorded 
words. 
 
Matthew 3:13-17 13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 14 
But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 15 And Jesus 
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness. Then he suffered him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of 
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. 
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Here the Son of God, Jesus (Savior) Christ (Anointed One), comes to his cousin John the Baptist 
to be immersed in the Jordan river. John was baptizing “for (because of) the remission of sins”. 
Jesus “did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22), but to set us the example of submission, he humbles himself 
and makes the request. John attempts to refuse the request, but Jesus commands him: 
 
15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
 
What do these words tell us about Jesus Christ? That he was humble in obedience to his Father’s 
will. He did not resist his Father or grieve the Holy Spirit. He humbly and obediently did the 
works, such as baptism, that were necessary to “fulfil all righteousness”. 
 

Philippians 2:5-8 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 

 
What do these words tell us about ourselves? That, if we have a relationship with the Father 
through the Son by the Holy Spirit, and we belong to the household of God, we are to humbly 
and obediently submit to the Father’s will for us in baptism and in the other ordinances he has 
established within the congregation.  
 
John Gill: “…since it became Christ, it cannot be unbecoming us to submit to this ordinance; 
and since he looked upon it as a part of righteousness to be fulfilled by him, it ought to be 
attended to by all those who would be accounted followers of him. Christ having strongly urged 
the conveniency and equity of the administration of baptism to him, which showed his eager desire after 
it, and the lowliness of his mind; and John being convinced, and overcome by the force of his reasoning, 
agrees to his baptism;” 
 
Having willingly and humbly submitted to baptism, and having received the proclamation from 
heaven, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17), our Lord went 
“into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil” (Matthew 4:1). When he returns, he sees John 
the Baptist again: 
 
John 1:35-39 35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 36 And looking upon 
Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? 
They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? 39 He saith 
unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was 
about the tenth hour. 
 
What do these words tell us about Jesus Christ? This conversation occurs at or near the 
beginning of the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth. He has been baptized, has fasted, has been 
tempted, and now returns to John the Baptist near the Jordan river and begins his ministry with 
discipleship. The pattern given here is preaching (“Behold the Lamb of God!”), following, 
inquiring, and inviting. 
 
What do these words tell us about ourselves? Upon our own baptism, following the example set 
by Jesus Christ, we begin our own ministry. We are all ministers, and we all preach, inquire, and 
invite others every day. These actions are part of the “good works” that are “ordained” that we 
should “walk in” as the members of the household of God.  
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Jesus gathered his disciples, sometimes inviting them with “Come and see” and sometimes 
commanding them with “Follow me”, then he continued his ministry with preaching and 
teaching the good news of the kingdom of God and heaven: 
 
Mark 1:14-15 14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
 
These are the last of first words of Jesus Christ recorded in the gospel books. Jesus preaches two 
things: 1. “The time is fulfilled,” 2. “and the kingdom of God is at hand:”. Then, he commands 
two things: 1. “repent ye,” 2. “believe the gospel”. 
 
What do these words tell us about Jesus Christ? He was and is (in life, death, resurrection, and 
reign) fulfilling all things. He was and is bringing in the kingdom of God on earth (“as it is in 
heaven”) through preaching, discipling, and teaching. 
 

Daniel 2:44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

 
And the proclamation of the kingdom of God is gospel (good tidings) to all that have ears to hear 
and eyes to see.  
 
Thayer definition of gospel (euaggelion): “…the glad tidings of the kingdom of God soon to be set up, 
and subsequently also of Jesus the Messiah, the founder of this kingdom. After the death of Christ, the 
term comprises also the preaching of (concerning) Jesus Christ as having suffered death on the cross to 
procure eternal salvation for the men in the kingdom of God, but as restored to life and exalted to the 
right hand of God in heaven, thence to return in majesty to consummate the kingdom of God” 
 
What do these words tell us about ourselves? That, following the example of Jesus Christ, we are 
to be humble and obedient, repenting and believing, acting as ordained ministers of “the gospel 
of the kingdom of God”. 
 

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 
Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. 

 
The gospel message has not changed since first spoken by Jesus Christ. He is “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8). Yes, he has fulfilled all the law and prophets 
since he spoke those first words. But the gospel of Jesus Christ is still the good tidings of the 
kingdom of God that we preach. It is still the answer to the inquiry of “What seek ye?” that we 
ask to which we answer “Seek ye first the kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). “Come and see” 
the King in his kingdom is still the invitation we share. The gospel is still “the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth” that enables us to obey the command, “This is the 
way, walk ye in it,” (Isaiah 30:21) as we follow Jesus Christ in word and deed. 


