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Exposition of Romans – Lesson 48 

Introduction: 

     Open your bibles to Romans chapter number eight. As I have said before and I’ll say it 
again, these three verses are the dividing ground upon which many people have separated. 
Man wants to glory in himself and take credit for the work of God; therefore, many have 
refuted and rejected the truths of this trilogy of verses from Romans 8:28-30.  Others 
because of their lack of understanding tries to explain these verses away in an attempt to 
get God off the hook. They deny the truth of Sovereign Election and God’s predestinating 
love because they think God would be unjust in foreordaining whatsoever shall come to 
pass. They seem to think that God would be unjust by doing these things as Romans 
teaches. 
 
      Who are we to set back and proclaim that this is not right, or that the doctrines of 
election and predestination are unfair? Be very careful my friend when you do that. Dr. 
John MacArthur sates, ‘the only reason people come up with these kind of false notions 
concerning foreknowledge, election and predestination is an attempt in their feeble 
understanding to try to get God of the hook for what happens. They are trying to save God 
from a bad reputation.’1 Therefore, they come up with ideas as to the foreknowledge of God 
being the prescient view, as to God looking forward in time and seeing who would chose 
Him, and therefore because of man’s choice, God elected that individual.  
 
     As we have already seen clearly from the Scripture that this idea is false. God does not 
look forward in time to obtain foreknowledge because that Greek word used there in no 
way whatsoever means foresight. Therefore, you do not get God off the hook, any way you 
try. You do not have to explain away or falsely defend Him or His Word, because everything 
that is occurring is being brought to pass by the Sovereign will of Almighty God.  
 
     There would be no future if there were no God, God had to put the future there. He is the 
master of future. People may ask, well what is going to happen next week? I do not care 
because God has already foreordained it. Matter of fact God is already there working things 
out for those who are the called according to His purpose.  
__________________________________________                                      
1John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8, (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers), 
1991. 
 
2Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
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     The Lord said in Isaiah, ‘For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even 
called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.’3 God 
speaks concerning His own elect, ‘I will go before thee, and make the crooked places 
straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I 
will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou 
mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.4 

 

     God said concerning His elect, He said I’ll go before you. Where I am going to be at 
tomorrow, God is already there right now making a way for me. God said ‘I will break in 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron.’ God said I’m kicking everything 
out of the way for you, to make a way for you so that you will know that all things work 
together for good to those that love God. Do you not understand that Church? God said for 
this cause I meant it; yes, you will run into problems, yes you will suffer. You will have 
difficulties. But cannot you understand that God has said, I meant it for good? That is the 
God that we serve and He goes before us.  
 
     He even said, I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret 
places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD. Do not you just love this? Do you know a 
good example of that? Is the life of Moses. One may ask how does Moses and the Children of 
Israel have to do with all that? God giving them riches and treasures of darkness, from the 
dark, hidden, secret places? Moses was a Jew that was sentenced to death. His mother put 
him in a basket and she pitched the basket within and without with pitch and put it down 
in the River Nile. She sent that basket right down the Nile River and who found the basket?  
 
     Oh my friend, the Bible says that the king’s heart is in the hand of God. Well my friend if 
the king’s heart is in the hand of God, then the king’s daughters heart is in the hand of God 
as well. Amen! Pharaoh’s daughter found that basket. Now God has said I’ll give the 
treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places. Who took care of Moses? Who 
was it that basically paid Moses’ way for the first 40 years? It was Pharaoh’s daughter. Who 
was it that got to nurse her own son? Jochebed, was brought in by Pharaoh’s own daughter. 
Who paid her wages? It was Pharaoh’s daughter. I will give thee the treasures of darkness, 
and hidden riches of secret places; did not God fulfill that right there with what He said? 
 
     Here is another one for you, because He said I’ll go before you and make the crooked 
places straight. God said on the 10th day, choose you a lamb. Keep it up until the night of the 
14th. Then you take that lamb, you killed it, and roast it with bitter herbs. Do not stew it, 
God said you burn it with fire, with bitter herbs. God said you have your shoes on your feet 
and your staff in your hand, you eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. God said you 
eat that mean and eat it in haste. Because know this, about mid-night I will pass over, and 
when I see the blood I will pass over you.  
 

__________________________________________       
3Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Isaiah 45:4. 
 
4 Ibid., Isaiah 45:2-3. 
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     However, in the meantime, you need to go and knock on your Egyptian neighbor’s house. 
Borrow their gold, silver, and jewels. Because when you come up out of Egypt, you are 
going to come out a wealthy nation. Israel took the riches of Egypt with them when they 
crossed the Red Sea. Because God said I will go before you, I’ll make the crooked places 
straight. I will break in pieces in gates of brass and cut asunder the bars of iron. God said I 
will provide for you the riches of darkness from secret, hidden places. In other words, my 
friends, God is paying your bills and many time you don’t even know where it is coming 
from. God is taking care of you miraculously and God is not reacting to that. He has already 
purposed that. That my friend is foreordination.  
 
     The key to understand this as well as the trilogy of verses from Romans 8:28-30, is the 
latter part of verse number twenty-eight; ‘to them who are the called according to His 
purpose. ‘If you cannot accept that, then there is no way you can expect to grasp even a 
minuet part of verse 29-30. May we fully understand and comprehend that the believer in 
Christ is secure. They have the security of God and this security is eternal. Because this is all 
accomplished according to His purpose, for His glory. ‘There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, (ESV – Romans 8:1).’5 Now, may we read 
our complete text for this message? 
 

Romans 8:28-30 
 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 

30Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.6 
 

     Like I have previously mentioned the key to understanding this trilogy of verses is the 
latter part of verse 28. To paraphrase, Paul is saying that we love God because we have 
been called according to His purpose. God has a purpose in His wonderful plan of salvation 
and all of this brings honor and glory unto the Sovereign. ‘To them who are the called 
according to His purpose. 29 For whom He did foreknow.’7 Friends this is not prescient 
knowledge in the sense of God looking forward to see what is going to happen. This is not 
even knowledge in the sense of information. However, it was indeed by foreknowledge, but 
what is foreknowledge? How is it used there? Well it is not ‘oyda’ γνώσης – knowledge as in 
information, or just plain knowledge as in knowledge of God.’8 Because my friend, God 
knows all things. Therefore, He foreknows all things because he purposed and planned all 
things. 
__________________________________________  
5 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 8:1. 
 

6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-30. 
 

7 Ibid., Romans 8:28b-29a. 
 

8James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
‘oyda’ γνώσης – knowledge. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
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     Whether you will admit to the truth of the fact or not, you salvation, justification, 
sanctification and your glorification all started with the foreknowledge of God. God’s 
unconditional choice to bestow His grace upon you. Therefore, our salvation and even our 
eternal security all starts with God’s foreknowledge. As John MacArthur writes, ‘You can't 
have a salvation that doesn't end in eternal life.  You cannot have a salvation that does not 
ultimately end in glory.  You cannot have a salvation that does not ultimately end in the 
person being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, a part of a redeemed humanity for the 
purpose of exalting the One who is over and above them.  Moreover, the reason they 
believed was that they were ordained to that.’9 

 
 

Turn with me if you would to the book of Acts. 
 
Acts 13:48 
 
48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed.10 
 

     God’s foreknowledge carries with it the concept of two main ideas all through and by 
God Sovereign will.  
 

1. Foreknowledge – God’s foreordination. 
2. Foreknowledge – God’s love beforehand, before the world began. 

 

     The first one I want to look at in this message is God’s foreordination. This is not God 
looking forward to see and the reacting. This is simply God’s determinate counsel by His 
own Sovereign will.  

Now turn to 1 Peter 1:2. 

1 Peter 1:2 

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be 
multiplied.11 

     I want you to notice that word ‘foreknowledge’ because the exact same Greek word is 
used by Dr. Luke. Now go back at look at Acts chapter two. 
 
 
__________________________________________  
9 John MacArthur,The MacArthur New Testament Commentary–Romans 1-8, (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers), 1991. 
 
10Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 13:48. 
 
11 Ibid., 1 Peter 1:2. 
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Acts 2:22-23 
 
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves 
also know: 
 

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:12 
 
     The word used in Romans 8:29 as foreknowledge, is ‘4267 - proegnō – προέγνω, (yet in 
Acts 2:23, we see that the Lord Jesus was crucified by the foreknowledge of God); 4268 - 
prognōsei -προγνώσει.’13These two words are only a little different in form, but they have 
the exact same meaning. However our Armenian neighbors will try to tell us that this word 
means God’s foreknowledge in the sense of looking forward to see what would happen.  
 
     Church, context takes precedence here. God did not look down through the corners of 
time and see His Son hanging on a cross. No the Lord of Glory was delivered to be crucified 
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God.  Now there you see the word “fore-
knowledge” used in a context that must mean choice, plan, purpose.  

     God did not react to see His Son on the cross in the sense of the prescient view, He 
determined it, He foreordained it, therefore, He foreknew it because it was done according 
to the purpose of His own will. I want to review just a few verses for you that vindicate the 
crucifixion being the determinate counsel and foreknowledge / foreordination of God. 

• 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 ‘But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden 
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 8 Which none of the 
princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory.’14 
 

• Ephesians 3:8-11 ‘Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace 
given, to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 9 and to make 
all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath been hid in 
God who created all things; 
 
 
 

__________________________________________                                    
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 2:22-23. 
 

13James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
‘Foreknowledge – 4267 - proegnō – προέγνω / 4268 - prognōsei -προγνώσει. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
2010). 
 

14 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
1 Corinthians 2:7-8. 

http://biblehub.com/greek/proegno__4267.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/progno_sei_4268.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/proegno__4267.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/progno_sei_4268.htm
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10 to the intent that now unto the principalities and the powers in the 
heavenly places might be made known through the church the manifold wisdom of 
God, 11 according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’15 

 

• 2 Timothy 1:9 ‘Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began.’16 

 
     I can stand here today and tell you on the authority of God’s word that, God foreknew 
me. God foreordained me, God loves me, He has always loved me, and He always will. 
Loving all His disciples, He loved them all to the end. People will say, yes He loved them all 
the way up to the cross. No, you don’t understand the context of the eternal purpose of God. 
Because the eternal purpose of God was to redeem a people out of a fallen race. That they 
might me conformed to the image of His Son, and be forever with Him in Glory. So that He 
might be magnified and praised because He has bestowed His grace. The angels can stand 
around the throne and praise Him and magnify His glory. However, there is one thing that 
intensifies His glory. 
 

I made the statement once, that God cannot ever be more glorified then He already is. Dr. 
John MacArthur stated this and I had to really think about it long and hard, pounder on this 
for about two weeks before I come around to believe that the man is right. If God had not 
had had an eternal purpose from the foundation of the world to redeem a people then 
grace would have never had been displayed. Oh, but because He foreknew a people, 
because He foreordained a people and because He foreknew His Son. Not looking forward 
to see what would happen; but His foreordination. Now His grace will forever be displayed 
and God’s glory will be intensified and magnified because of grace. 
 

• Revelation 13:8 ‘All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not 
been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.’17 

 

• 1 Peter 1:18-20 ‘knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like 
silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but 
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of 
Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but 
has appeared in these last times for the sake of you.’18 

 
__________________________________________  
15 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Ephesians 3:8-11. 
 
16Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 1:9. 
 

17 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Revelation 13:8. 
 

18 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 
2013), 1 Peter 1:18-20. 
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     We see here clearly from the Scripture that it was the eternal purpose of God in old 
eternity to foreordain a plan by His Son to redeem a people by His grace for His glory.  God 
did not react to the actions that would unfold in time, because God Himself created time. 
God foreknew / foreordained His Son to be the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of 
the world.  
 
God foreknew us, He chose us just as He foreknew Christ. God foreknew Christ; not in sense 
of looking forward and reacting to what was going to happen in the future. But He 
established that intimate love relationship with Jesus Christ as the perfect God-man, 
foreordained and sent Him to be the sacrifice. Let us bring this to a close, but let’s close 
with John 17. 
 
     Because of the foreknowledge of God, you are eternally secure! If God has 
foreknowledge, then His foreknowledge will never change will it? God will not change, 
therefore His foreknowledge cannot change, regardless of how you see and understand 
foreknowledge. This is what I do not understand, people say that they believe in the 
Sovereignty of God. But then they say that foreknowledge is God looking forward in the 
sense of prescient view. Well I ask this question then, if God looked forward and you tell me 
that it is not God’s will that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. Now 
if foreknowledge is God looking forward, then why did He go ahead and create those 
people? If He knew there would be people who would reject, why did He create them in the 
first place. If foreknowledge is God looking forward why did He even go ahead and create a 
people with the potential to reject Him? It is His eternal purpose. 
 
John 17:1-2 
 

1These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as 
thou hast given him.19 

     I want you to notice that there in verse number two. Jesus said thou hast given me power 
over all flesh. Now that is all men, Jesus has power over all flesh, whether you believe in 
Him or not. ‘Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. (ESV).’20 Can you imagine all of His grace and mercy, all of the 
attributes of God being on display in glory, just because we were a part of His eternal 
purpose.  
 
__________________________________________  
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:1-2. 
 
20English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Philippians 2:9-11. 
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     God pulled us off the shelf in eternity, scattered us out in time and showered us with His 
grace from the foundation of the world. He is working out His grace and His glory in us 
according to the purpose of His own will, and it all started with Him foreknowing us. But 
Jesus said, I have power over all flesh, but right here is what people want to avoid; ' that he 
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.'21 Friends who is Jesus talking to 
here? He is praying to the Father! He said Father you have given me power over all flesh, 
but, that I should give eternal life to everybody! That's universalism Pastor we're going to 
vote you out. Well you better if I start preaching some heresy like that. 

     Father, you have given me power over all flesh, Jesus said to give eternal life to who? To 
as many as you have given me. Have you got that church? Now go back to Romans 8:28 and 
we will be done. Now, Jesus can give eternal to who? whoever the Father gives Him, and 
everyone of them too. Not a one of them shall be lost, not a one of them will be lost and do 
you know why? Because, it is God's eternal purpose. It is God's plan, it is God's provision, 
Father you have given me power over all flesh that I should give eternal life to who? To as 
many as you have given me! All of them, oh and we know that all things work together for 
good. Who do they work together for good for? To as many as thou hast given me! 

     All things works together for good to those that love God! Who truly loves God? As many 
as thou hast given me. Furthermore, to them who are the called according to His purpose! 
Who are the called according to His purpose? To as many as thou hast given me. Oh, and 
whom He did foreknow, fore-love, choose, foreordain, now who falls into that category? To 
as many as thou hast given me. 

     Father I pray that they who thou hast given me, be with me where I am also, so that they 
have behold my glory and that they may know that thou hast loved me from the foundation 
of the world. That the world also may know that thou hast loved them (those that you have 
given me) even as thou hast loved me. There is your foreknowledge, to as many as thou 
hast given me 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:2b. 
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