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John 7 – “Water, Wine, and the Feast”
Phil Letizia  

We are in the middle of a sermon series looking at some of the discourses of Jesus... Important moments where He teaches about life in the kingdom of God…. Last week, we heard Jesus say, “I am the bread of life…” The sustenance that human beings truly and deeply need to be satisfied… If you have Me, if you “feed” on Me… you will live forever… Those who heard this, struggled with it… they “grumbled…” And in fact, it caused many of His disciples, those that were following Him… to walk away. 

When you read through the gospel of John, one of the things you notice when you get to this point, is that we’re beginning the quick descent… We’re at the beginning of the musical crescendo where things are going to start happening very fast. The heat is turning up. The pressure is simmering… things are becoming more and more important… 
and things are becoming more and more dangerous for Jesus. 

Today, I want to ask you… When You see Jesus, what do you actually see? His disciples, both the 12, and the others following… were seeing him do all these miracles… and hearing these hard truths and teachings…  and we’ll see in a minute what some of them were thinking… 
But what do you think? When you see Jesus do these things… 
When you hear these teachings?

If we view Him in the way HE is teaching us in these discourses… if we let Him teach us… 
I think two significant themes will become very clear- 
1) that our lives are regulated by something… they are steered by something… 
the question is, what is regulating or steering our lives? And…
2) now that we are on this side of Jesus’ death and resurrection… now that we can see and experience the results of what Jesus has accomplished because His Spirit lives in us… can you/do you feel different because of that? 
What is the difference it makes?

Three points to guide us from Chapter 7- We didn’t read all of chapter 7, so I will refer to a couple of things outside of what we read… but three points to guide us – 1) To Go Public, or Not to Go Public? 2) Could this be our guy?  3) Pouring out water and wine

1. To Go Public, or Not to Go Public?

The section we looked at last week, the Bread of life discourse, took place after the feeding of the 5,000… Remember, this incredible miracle that Jesus does, and then the crowds are fascinated, they want more… can you do this again? And Jesus walks them through what He is actually providing for them… bread from heaven. Bread that will lead to eternal life… Chapter 7 then opens by telling us that after this, Jesus went about in Galilee. Meaning, He stayed for a time in Galilee… why? Because He knew that He was a wanted man in Judea and Jerusalem… 

Most scholars think that something like 6 months have passed or so…. And we now come to the time of the Feast of the Tabernacles, or the Feast of Booths… in the September/October time of the year. 

Josephus, the first century Jewish historian, tells us that the Feast of Tabernacles was the most popular of the Jewish feasts…. People who lived in more rural areas would build makeshift structures to live in for a week… people in towns, stayed in their courtyards… and many people flocked to Jerusalem for the festivities. 

The festival was meant to commemorate Israel’s time in the wilderness, where they lived in booths/tabernacles/tents….It was also a time to rejoice in the Lord’s provision in the harvest… 
So, there were lavish celebrations… the lighting of lamps, dancing by torchlight, waving of palm branches… it would last for 8 days and culminate with the pouring out of water and wine in the temple on a special sabbath…

Everyone knows that the festival is approaching, and so chapter 7 begins with Jesus’ brothers… His actual brothers… coming to Him and saying… Hey, ya know… don’t You think it would be a great opportunity to go to Jerusalem, and do a few miracles? 

I mean, we just lost a lot of followers awhile back… let’s put You on the biggest stage, do some of Your works, Your miracles… and we’ll be back in business. – v. 4 they say, “For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If You do these things… show Yourself to the world.” Let’s take this thing PUBLIC! To the big city! 

Jesus replies and says… It’s not My time… It’s not time for that. You guys don’t understand… You guys go ahead… My time has not fully come. Now, this may seem like a bit of the story that we could rush through, but let’s think about this for a moment. What are Jesus’ brothers, His family and disciples thinking about? How do they see Jesus?

His own brothers don’t see Him for who He truly is. They don’t understand Him. They see Jim as a miracle worker… A wonder worker…. And in their minds, Jerusalem, the festival, is where He can go to make a bigger name for Himself… You ought to show Yourself to the world. 

I was watching something this week and a very popular song came on from a few decades ago. One of those songs that, you know, but you don’t know. Like you’ve heard it in barber shops, and airports, and you kind of know the words to the chorus… but you’ve never really paid attention to it?  And then I stopped and looked up the song, and read the lyrics… and I realized it was about something completely different than I thought… 
I had no idea what the song was about… and I realized that most likely 95% of people humming along don’t know what it’s about…

By the way, the song was Phil Collins’ “Another Day in Paradise.” Because its Phil Collins, you think it’s a love song… it’s actually about a homeless woman being ignored by men and women who pass her by…

Jesus’ brothers don’t get it.  v. 5 – “For not even His brothers believed in Him.” They don’t get it.  Jesus says, “It’s not yet My time…” I’m not going to let you direct Me in the way you want to go.  So, the brothers, and other followers go… They join the caravan, the public pilgrimage. But then John tells us, that days after they left…  Jesus “also went up, not publicly, but in private.”
Why? Well, for one, Jesus is following the will of His Father… and it is not yet the Father’s time for Jesus to go in this way.  Jesus knows that if He joins that pilgrimage. If people hear He is coming in that way, we will have a premature triumphal entry… and it is not yet time for that. 

Jesus knows the Father’s plan… and it will come in its own time. Jesus will not be persuaded by the whims of His brothers, or the motivations for public success… His life is not regulated by the world’s motivations… His life is regulated, His life is steered by the Father. 

When you become a Christian, so many people wonder… what will this mean for me now? If I cross over the line and put my faith in Jesus, what will it mean for my life? Essentially, it is to now have your life regulated by God… Your life is now steered by the will of God… The ministry and teaching of Jesus is immensely important because He is always displaying a life that is continually led by his Father. 

The opposite, is to have our lives regulated and steered by the whims of the world… the desires of the public. The moment by moment, trending topics of the day… His brothers, think that it will be better to go this way, and do it this way…because people will respond… Jesus says, no… It’s not time yet. 

And this is the constant battle that the Christian wages day in and day out… Is my life, are my thoughts, decisions, and actions… are they being primarily shaped by the world… whether conscious or not… or are they being shaped by Jesus? Each one of us will have to ask that question of ourselves. 

So, if you’re listening to this today, and you’re wondering… if I really take this Christianity stuff seriously, what will it mean for me? It will mean allowing God to regulate and steer your life completely… what that means for you exactly, may be different from person to person… 

2) Secondly, when Jesus does arrive, this leads the people to ask some interesting questions… 

Jesus does go to Jerusalem, and arrives about halfway through the 8-day festival… and people had been looking for Him. Where is He? We were hoping that He would show up… and all the buzz starts to swell- “we were hoping to see Him,” “He’s a really good man,” others were saying, “He’s a looney tune, He’s just leading people astray,” this is the kind of buzz His brothers were hoping for!

When Jesus arrives, He goes to the temple and He begins to teach- this is the bit that we didn’t read earlier – He begins to teach and of course people are mesmerized and the buzz grows louder – “How can He teach like this? Where did He learn? What school did he go to?” “I heard He didn’t even go to school, He wasn’t trained by ANY rabbi!”  
This was very important to the tradition as well… what gave you credibility as a teacher was who you were trained and schooled by… Jesus hears this, and says, look… my teaching isn’t Mine. It’s from the One Who sent Me. I have been with Someone… And… if you knew and did the will of God… you would recognize that. You would see Me for Who I truly am… that I was sent by God. 

And then Jesus addresses the issue that continues to come up… why Jesus are You doing these healings on the sabbath. You are breaking the law of Moses! And Jesus presents them with His conundrum. In. 21 – He says, you claim to know and follow the law of Moses… yet when a child is supposed to be circumcised on the 8th day, and that day falls on the Sabbath… what do you do? You circumcise him! In other words, which law is more important? The law to circumcise on the 8th day, or do no work on the sabbath… And you regularly choose to do the circumcision… You’re breaking one law to keep another. 

Jesus then says, “Yet… you’re angry with Me because I have made a man whole on the sabbath… I have made His entire body well… how much greater is that.” In other words, you don’t understand the law of Moses at all. If they did… they would see that when Jesus heals the whole man on the sabbath… He is not breaking the sabbath… He’s fulfilling the sabbath.
He is restoring the man that he might receive redemption and rest…And this is the sabbath hope of Jesus… that in Him, we might find the redemption and rest that leads us to eternal life. 
Jesus does not break the sabbath… He fulfills the sabbath. 

What this does, is create even more of a stir… and it leads the people, and even some of the temple guards and police… to wonder… wait… is He the guy? 
Is He the one we’ve been waiting for? The authorities aren’t doing anything to Him? 
Could it be that they think He’s actually the One!?

But that, however long, momentary thought of… maybe He IS the one… Is replaced with v. 27 – “But we know where this man comes from! And the Christ would never come from there! From Nazareth and Galilee!” 

As far as they were concerned, Jesus was from the north and Nazareth… they were completely unaware of where Jesus was born… and His true origins. 
	
Jesus again hears the rumblings, and responds, “you know where I have come from. I’ve come from the One who has sent Me.” V. 28 – “I know Him, for I come from Him, and He sent me.”

The authorities have seemingly had enough and they send temple police to go and arrest Jesus… and this is where again, the crescendo of the story is picking up… Jesus says these famous words, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to Him who sent me. Where I am you cannot come.”

And the crowd is left confused? Where could He be going? Like the brothers… the crowd, the authorities, the temple police… when they see Jesus, they don’t understand. They don’t get it. 
The brothers see a miracle worker magician… the crowds see an odd teacher from the wrong part of the country who seems to be a little crazy. 

What Jesus has been teaching however, proves that those who think they know the law – don’t. Because if they did… they would see Jesus for who He truly is. God in the flesh, sent to redeem and restore. They would see, we would see… that all of the law… all of the scriptures point to Jesus Christ. They find their fulfillment, their deep meaning in Jesus Christ. 

One of the things that I believe is so necessary in our day an age, is to encourage people to truly consider Who Jesus is. That seems obvious I know… But I am convinced that the reaction of many people today, is very similar to the reaction of these crowds in this passage… there is confusion of who Jesus is… there is a curiosity… there is a lack of knowledge, they think they know where He’s from, but they don’t…  

They think of Jesus as representing Himself in one way… but if you look closely… if you read what He has said about Himself… you will see him say over and over again… I have been sent by the Father. He has sent me.  Meaning… I am not just a teacher or rabbi that has adopted some weird ideas… I am God in the flesh, sent by the Father. 

And if you are at a place where you are unsure about who Jesus is, and if any of this is real… look at Him again today… hear what He says…And realize, that you’re in those crowds…
 and look at Him with fresh eyes and with open ears…  And if you are a Christian… if you have at some point allowed Jesus to regulate and steer your life… if you’re a Jesus follower… 
then there is a word for us here as well…

The religious and faithful in his time thought they knew the law… they thought they understood life with God fully… and yet when God shows up in their midst, its apparent that what made up their understanding of life with God was much more about the systems they had set up… the motivations for living a good and moral life they had created… and their unwillingness to let the God they serve, surprise and overwhelm them with His presence. 

Friends, a life regulated by God… led by God, brings us to see Jesus clearly… that all of life, all of the scriptures, are tied up in Him. And if we have lost sight of that… then we need what He says next in this passage all the more desperately. 

3) Lastly,  Look at v. 37 – “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, “Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”

During the feast of tabernacles unique ceremonies were carried out by the priests… Water was brought from a specific place and brought to the temple, where a priest would take it in a special bow, alongside a bowl of wine, and they would pour both over the altar… People believed that when the Messiah came, he would provide water… like water from the rock with Moses… 
and like manna from heaven in the wilderness… This is what Israel is continually reminded of… In the book of Nehemiah chapter 9, we read “You gave your good Spirit to instruct them and did not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave them water for their thirst.” Part of the ceremony focused on the hope of the One who is to come with a kind of living satisfying water… Ezekiel 47 talks about renewing water flowing through the temple again one day…
So, year after year, these are the ceremonies of the Feast of Tabernacles… And on this day, the last day… Jesus gets up in front of the crowd, and it says… He CRIED out…  “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink…” It is clear, to everyone… what Jesus is saying… I am the One, Who has come to bring living water… Like water in the desert… I am the one who satisfies. Find it in me. 

v. 38 – Whoever believes in Me, as the Scriptures has said, “Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” V. 39 – Now this He said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive…”

Israel’s hope… was that one day their nation would be restored… the temple in all its glory would be filled with flowing water…  Jesus though… goes even further… it is not just that living water will be in the temple… for those who believe in Me… living water… MY SPIRIT… will flow in and out of your hearts…

You see, if you have come to a place where the Spirit of Jesus is regulating your life… if you have settled into seeing Him as the Center of everything for you… then you begin to realize more and more that He is the only Source of satisfaction and rest… 
He is the only source of living water…

And what is living water? It’s His Spirit in you. I never want to go too quickly past that… if you are in Christ. If you believe in Him, His Spirit is in you! Does that make you feel any different? 
Does that change anything for you as you hear that? Because His Spirit… His Living Water, is the only thing that will always remain. Everything else runs dry…

I came across an interview with Bob Dylan this week. Believe it or not, it was from AARP magazine… He talked about his new music, life on the road, and true happiness. Towards the end of the interview he said, "OK, a lot of people say there is no happiness in this life and certainly there's no permanent happiness … I'm not exactly sure what happiness even means, to tell you the truth. I don't know if I personally could define it." And then the interviewer asked if Dylan has touched and held happiness, and he replied, "We all do at certain points, but it's like water—it slips through your hands. As long as there's suffering, you can only be so happy.”

You see, all of life’s attempts to touch and hold happiness… are fleeting. Holding onto real fulfillment and contentment is to slowly watch it slip through your hands… 

But Jesus says, maybe you can picture it… Him standing up in the middle of a festival… CRYING OUT… come to Me and I will give you living water… it will root into your hearts and never run dry… How can He make that promise? 

Because less than a year later… He will be back in Jerusalem. this time with the public triumphal entry… and He will be betrayed, broken, and His body will be crushed on the altar of the cross, with His water and blood pouring out on the splintered beams so that you and I could have rivers of living water rushing through our hearts. 

Friends, every day for us is the Feast of Tabernacles, because the Spirit of Jesus dwells in us. And if you will come to cherish that… then your life will be regulated…steered, directed in such a way that we are more and more in tune with God… and less inclined to the whims of this world. 

I pray that the person who’s on the fence would come to see Jesus as the only Source of hope… And I pray that the long-time disciple, will once again taste the freshness and wonder of a heart flowing with Living Water. 

Let’s Pray. 

