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Q. 28 How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?

A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of
it to us by his Holy Spirit.

John 3:3 Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God."

John 3:5-6 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit.

Q. 29 How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?

A. The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, and by it
uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.

Q. 30 What is effectual calling?

A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery,
enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he does persuade and
enable us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to us in the gospel.

Acts 26:16-18 But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to
appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in
which I will appear to you, 17 delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles-- to whom I
am sending you 18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are
sanctified by faith in me.'

1 Corinthians 2:14 (NIV) The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from
the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are
discerned only through the Spirit.

Acts 16:14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of
purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what
was said by Paul.




Called by the Father:

John 6:44-45 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise
him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by God.'
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me...

Rom. 8:29-30 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified,
and those whom he justified he also glorified.
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The effectual call is “that sovereign action of God through his Holy Spirit whereby he
enables the hearer of the gospel call to respond to his summons with repentance, faith,
and obedience.”

2 Thess. 2:13-14 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the
Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and
belief in the truth. 14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

1689 Baptist Confession
Chapter 10 - Effectual Calling

I. In God’s appointed and acceptable time, he is pleased to call effectually,* by his Word and
Spirit, those he has predestined to life. He calls them out of their natural state of sin and death
to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ.? He enlightens their minds spiritually and savingly to
understand the things of God.® He takes away their heart of stone and gives them a heart of
flesh.* He renews their wills and by his almighty power turns them to good and effectually
draws them to Jesus Christ.®> Yet he does all this in such a way that they come completely
freely, since they are made willing by his grace.®

1 Romans 8:30; Romans 11:7; Ephesians 1:10, 11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 14. 2 Ephesians 2:1-6. 3 Acts 26:18;
Ephesians 1:17, 18. 4 Ezekiel 36:26. 5 Deuteronomy 30:6; Ezekiel 36:27; Ephesians 1:19. 6 Psalm 110:3; Song of
Solomon 1:4.

I1. This effectual call flows from God’s free and special grace alone, not from anything at all
foreseen in those called. Neither does the call arise from any power or action on their part;? they
are totally passive in it. They are dead in sins and trespasses until they are made alive and
renewed by the Holy Spirit.® By this they are enabled to answer this call and to embrace the
grace offered and conveyed in it. This response is enabled by a power that is no less than that
which raised Christ from the dead.®

7 2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 2:8. 8 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 2:5; John 5:25. 9 Ephesians 1:19, 20.



