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[. Peter’s Deviation From the Truth (v11-13)
A. The hostility.

1. Peter was opposed to his face.
Matthew 18:15-17 “If your brother sins against
you, go and tell him his fault, between you and
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained
your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take
one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector.

1 Timothy 5:19 & 20 Do not admit a charge
against an elder except on the evidence of two or
three witnesses. 20 As for those who persist in
sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that
the rest may stand in fear.

2. Peter stood condemned.
Job 9:20 Though I am in the right, my own mouth
would condemn me; though [ am blameless, he
would prove me perverse.
Luke 6:37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged;
condemn not, and you will not be condemned;
forgive, and you will be forgiven;

B. The reason.

1. Peter ate with Gentiles.
Acts 15:8-11 And God, who knows the heart,
bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy
Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no
distinction between us and them, having
cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, therefore,
why are you putting God to the test by placing a
yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our
fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we
believe that we will be saved through the grace
of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

Mark 7:18 & 19 And he said to them, “Then are
you also without understanding? Do you not see
that whatever goes into a person from outside
cannot defile him, 19 since it enters not his heart
but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he
declared all foods clean.)

Acts 10:34 & 35 So Peter opened his mouth and
said: “Truly I understand that God shows no
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him.

2. Peter refrained from eating.
Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Matthew 16:22 And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you,
Lord! This shall never happen to you.”

3. Peter feared being criticized.
Mark 14:66-71 And as Peter was below in the
courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high
priest came, 67 and seeing Peter warming
himself, she looked at him and said, “You also
were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied
it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what
you mean.” And he went out into the gateway
and the rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl
saw him and began again to say to the
bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But
again he denied it. And after a little while the
bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are
one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he
began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear,
“I do not know this man of whom you speak.”

C. The alarms.
1. Peter’s sin was the sin of hypocrisy.



Hypocrisy = the practice of claiming to have
moral standards or beliefs to which one's own
behavior does not adhere; pretense

Matthew 23:28 So you also outwardly appear
righteous to others, but within you are full of
hypocrisy and lawlessness.

1 Peter 2:1-3 So put away all malice and all
deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual
milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—
3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

2. Peter’s sin influenced others.
Luke 11:52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have
taken away the key of knowledge. You did not
enter yourselves, and you hindered those who
were entering.”
Matthew 18:6 but whoever causes one of these
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be
better for him to have a great millstone fastened
around his neck and to be drowned in the depth
of the sea.

[I. Paul’s Defense of Justification By Faith (v14-
21)
A. Paul’s response.

Acts 5:11 And great fear came upon the whole
church and upon all who heard of these things.
1 Timothy 5:20 As for those who persist in sin,
rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the
rest may stand in fear.

B. Paul’s proclamation.

Job 9:1-3 Then Job answered and said: 2 “Truly I
know that it is so: But how can a man be in the
right before God? 3 If one wished to contend
with him, one could not answer him once in a
thousand times.

Job 9:30-33 If  wash myself with snow and
cleanse my hands with lye, 31 yet you will
plunge me into a pit, and my own clothes will
abhor me. 32 For he is not a man, as I am, that |
might answer him, that we should come to trial
together. 33 There is no arbiter between us, who
might lay his hand on us both.

Justification = God declaring a sinner to be
righteous and guiltless

[saiah 40:1 & 2 Comfort, comfort my people, says
your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry
to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity
is pardoned, that she has received from the
Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

Condemnation = God declaring a sinner to be
guilty; the opposite of justification

Romans 5:16 And the free gift is not like the
result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment
following one trespass brought condemnation,
but the free gift following many trespasses
brought justification.

2 Corinthians 3:9 For if there was glory in the
ministry of condemnation, the ministry of
righteousness must far exceed it in glory.
Romans 3:21-24 But now the righteousness of
God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness
to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus,

Romans 3:28 For we hold that one is justified by
faith apart from works of the law.

Faith in Christ

Ephesians 2:8 & 9 For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works,
so that no one may boast.

Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the word of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:5 because our gospel came to
you not only in word, but also in power and in
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You
know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake.

1 Thessalonians 1:9 & 10 For they themselves
report concerning us the kind of reception we
had among you, and how you turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.



Psalm 143:2 Enter not into judgment with your
servant, for no one living is righteous before you.

C. Paul’s rationalization.

1. The contradiction
Romans 3:1-4 Then what advantage has the
Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2
Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were
entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What if some
were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify
the faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Let God
be true though every one were a liar, as it is
written, “That you may be justified in your
words, and prevail when you are judged.”

2.1f - then
Hebrews 6:4-6 For it is impossible, in the case of
those who have once been enlightened, who
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in
the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of
the word of God and the powers of the age to
come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore
them again to repentance, since they are
crucifying once again the Son of God to their own
harm and holding him up to contempt.

3. Death to life
Romans 7:1 & 2 Or do you not know, brothers—
for I am speaking to those who know the law—
that the law is binding on a person only as long
as he lives? 2 For a married woman is bound by
law to her husband while he lives, but if her
husband dies she is released from the law of
marriage.
Romans 7:4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have
died to the law through the body of Christ, so
that you may belong to another, to him who has
been raised from the dead, in order that we may
bear fruit for God.

4. Crucifixion to resurrection
Ephesians 1:4 even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and blameless before him. In love
Romans 5:19 For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by
the one man’s obedience the many will be made
righteous.
Colossians 3:1-3 If then you have been raised
with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2

Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God.

Romans 6:4 We were buried therefore with him
by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead,

2 Peter 1:3 & 4 His divine power has granted to
us all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him who called us to
his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has
granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
from the corruption that is in the world because
of sinful desire.

1 Timothy 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am the foremost.

John 10:11 I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lay down his life for his friends.

5. Do not nullify the grace of God.
Romans 11:6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer
on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no
longer be grace.

2 Timothy 1:9 who saved us and called us to a
holy calling, not because of our works but
because of his own purpose and grace, which he
gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,
Titus 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done
by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and
renewal of the Holy Spirit,



