
REVELATION – SERMON 66 
 

THE BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS 

 

Revelation 17:6 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

• The history of the Christian church has been rightly called a trail 
of blood 

 

• Millions of believers were slaughtered in unspeakable ways, and 
most of their names are now completely forgotten from this 
world; but they are known unto God 

 

• Yet many records and accounts of those faithful witnesses who 
sacrificed their lives for Christ are still extant and available for us 
to read today 

 

• Martyrology should be the serious study of every Christian 
 

• Too many Baptists know more about the persecutors of Baptists, 
such as Luther and Zwingli, than the heroic Baptist martyrs they 
put to death 

 

• Men like Felix Manz and Balthazar Hubmeyer, and women such 
as Anne Askew and Joan Boucher died cruel deaths as Baptists 
who adhered to the Christian faith, but are unknown to most who 
claim to be Baptists today 

 
✓ The study of martyrs shows us that there is a cost to being a 

disciple (Luke 9:57-62) 
 

✓ It reminds us that this world hates Christ and his people 
(John 15:18-19) 

 



✓ It shows us that God’s grace is able to sustain the believer, 
even through a torturous death (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

 
✓ It provokes us to follow their godly examples (Philippians 

3:17) 
 

• One of the reasons that professing Christianity today is so weak 
and ineffectual is because the stories of theses martyrs have 
been forgotten 

 

• While Foxe’s Book of Martyrs contains many accounts of the 
deaths of true saints, it also contains accounts of the deaths of 
violent persecutors such as Thomas Cranmer, Nicholas Ridley, 
and Hugh Latimer, who put to death many Baptists 

 

• Some recommended books: 
 

✓ Martryrs Mirror by Thieleman J. van Braght 
✓ A Concise History of Baptists by G.H. Orchard 
✓ A History of the Baptists by John T. Christian 
✓ History of the Baptists by Thomas Armitage 
✓ Baptist History by J. A. Shackelford 

 

• As we continue studying Revelation 17, we are again confronted 
with John’s vision of the “great whore” of Babylon – the satanic, 
worldly system that is contrary to everything related to God – his 
nature, works, laws and people 

 

• In a previous study, (Revelation 2:13), we considered that Satan 
has a throne upon the earth from whence he directs his 
ministers (both angelic and human) 

 

• Beginning at Babylon (Genesis 10-11), it later moved to Tyre 
(Ezekiel 28:12-19), then Pergamos (Revelation 2:13) 

 

• It subsequently moved to Rome (Revelation 17:18), from 
whence Satan continues to rule 

 



• Satan will finally attempt to set up his throne in the temple in 
Jerusalem (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 

 

• We saw last week how Roman Catholicism, while not the sole 
fulfilment of Mystery Babylon, is one of the most significant 
manifestations of her 

 

• “Babylon, that is to say, the Papal system, with all its 
abominations” (Spurgeon) 

 

• In this verse we are confronted with the whore’s bloodthirsty 
persecution of the saints throughout history 

 
I. THE VEHEMENCE OF THE GREAT WHORE 
 

A. An ancient enmity 
 

1. The fall of Lucifer marks the beginning of sin in the 
universe, and the conflict between the kingdom of light 
and the kingdom of darkness 

 
2. The fall of man shortly after brought the human race into 

this war (Genesis 3:15) 
 

B. The whore’s hatred of the saints 
 

1. Satan’s hatred of God extends to man, who is made in 
God’s image 

 
2. From the beginning he has tried to corrupt and kill 

mankind 
 

3. But his most vehement hatred is reserved for God’s 
chosen people 

 
4. He made many attempts to exterminate the nation of 

Israel 
 



a. By means of the force and violence of kings and 
nations 

 
b. By means of corrupting them with idolatry 

 
5. The incarnation of Christ marked a focal point of this war 

between Zion and Babylon 
 

a. The religion of the Jews had become thoroughly 
corrupted by Babylon 

 
b. The Jewish leaders were doing the work of the whore 

in killing God’s people (Matthew 23:35; John 8:44) 
 

c. There was an explosion of demonic activity, 
particularly possession, during Christ’s earthly ministry 

 
d. The cross may have seemed to have been a great 

victory for Babylon, but actually sealed her defeat 
(Colossians 2:15) 

 
6. Throughout the last 2000 years, unto this day, Satan and 

the whore have waged a continuous onslaught against 
the church of Christ 

 
C. The whore’s drunkenness 

 
1. She not only sheds their blood, but revels in it, thirsts 

after it, and devours it, which only inflames her desire for 
more 

 
2. “Now the woman being drunk with their blood, denotes 

the blood thirstiness of the church of Rome, her greedy 
and insatiable desire after the blood of the saints, and her 
delight in it, being exceeding mad against them; and the 
multitude of it shed by her, as the slaughters of the 
Waldenses and Albigenses, the butcheries of the duke 
d'Alva in the Low Countries, the massacres in France, 



Ireland, and other places, the burning of the martyrs in 
Queen Mary's days here, with numerous other instances, 
show.” (John Gill) 

 
II. THE VALIANCE OF GOD’S WITNESSES 
 

A. The saints 
 

1. The term “saints” (hagios) refers to God’s people 
throughout all ages 

 
2. In scripture it is used of angels (Deuteronomy 33:2), 

Israelites (Psalm 16:3) and believers in this present 
dispensation (Romans 1:7), as well as in the tribulation 
(Revelation 13:7) 

 
3. The first martyr was righteous Abel (Matthew 23:35; 

Hebrews 11:4) 
 

4. Contrary to Popery’s system of “canonising” and 
declaring someone to be a saint long after their death, “If 
men are not saints before death, they certainly cannot be 
made saints after death.” (Spurgeon) 

 
B. The martyrs of Jesus 

 
1. Of its 34 occurrences in the New Testament, marturon is 

translated “witness” 31 times, with only “martyr” rendered 
for Stephen (Acts 22:20), Antipas (Revelation 2:13), and 
these martyrs of Jesus in 17:6 

 
2. In contrast to the “saints” this refers more specifically to 

those martyred for the name of Jesus Christ 
 

3. Furthermore, “the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of 
all that were slain upon the earth” can be laid at the feet 
of Babylon (18:24) 

 



4. It has been estimated that the Papacy is responsible for 
slaughtering more than fifty million martyrs 

 
C. The glory of the martyr’s death 

 
1. As he does in his life, the Christian glorifies God in his 

death (John 21:19) 
 

2. The martyr is likened to an “offering” poured out in 
sacrifice to God (2 Timothy 4:6) 

 
3. “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his 

saints.” (Psalm 116:15) 
 

D. The blessed effects of persecution 
 

1. Persecution can have a purifying effect on the church 
 

a. Contrast the persecuted church of Smyrna (2:9-10) 
with the prosperous church of Laodicea (3:16-17) 

 
b. Trials produce patience and spiritual maturity (James 

1:3-4) 
 

c. Our focus shifts from earthly to heavenly things 
 

d. We learn to trust more in God and less in ourselves (2 
Corinthians 1:9) 

 
3. Persecution can cause the word of God to spread abroad 

(Acts 8:1) 
 

4. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church” 
(Tertullian) 

 
III. THE VENGEANCE OF GOD’S WRATH 
 

A. The efforts of the enemy are ultimately vain 



 
1. They cannot prevail against God (Psalm 2) 

 
2. God uses even the diabolical activities of the devil and his 

operatives to accomplish his will (Psalm 76:10) 
 

B. The victory of the saints 
 

1. Death to the Christian is an entrance into glory and the 
presence of Christ (Philippians 1:23) 

 
2. Nothing, not even death, can separate the believer from 

Christ (Romans 8:38-39), for whether we live or die, we 
are the Lord’s (Romans 14:8) 

 
3. The martyrs are eternally blessed (14:13), liberated from 

their suffering, and God wipes away all their tears (7:9,14-
17) 

 
4. For the suffering Christian, death is his “coronation day” 

(2 Timothy 2:12); death is swallowed up in victory (1 
Corinthians 15:54) 

 
C. The vengeance of God 

 
1. God promises to avenge his elect in due time (Luke 18:7) 

 
2. “It is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation 

to them that trouble you” (2 Thessalonians 1:4-10) 
 

3. All heaven will rejoice when Babylon is destroyed (18:20) 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. Christ forewarned his followers that they would face death for 

their testimony (Matthew 10:21; 24:9; John 16:2) 
 



2. The true disciple of Jesus is the one who “takes up his cross” 
and follows him, even to “lose his life for my sake” (Matthew 
16:24-25) 

 
3. Just as saving faith is a gift of God’s grace, so too suffering for 

his sake is a gift from God (Philippians 1:29-30) 
 
4. “He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in 

this world shall keep it unto life eternal.” (John 12:25) 
 
5. We are surrounded by a great cloud of “witnesses” 
 
6. Their testimony unto death should exhort us to likewise lay aside 

weights and sins, to run the race before us with patience 
(Hebrews 12:1-3; James 5:10) 

 
7. Are you, like Paul, willing to die for the name of the Lord Jesus? 

(Acts 21:13) 
 
8. Have you presented yourself a living sacrifice unto God? 

(Romans 12:1) 
 
9. Few of us will be called to be a dying sacrifice, but all of us are 

called to be a living sacrifice 
 
10. Do you fear God more than man? (Luke 12:4-5; Psalm 118:6; 

Hebrews 13:6) 
 
11. Do you love Christ more than your life? (Revelation 12:11) 


