Proverbs 3:1-6
The Rewards of Wisdom
3 My son, do not forget my teaching,
But have your heart comply with my commandments;
2 For length of days and years of life
And peace they will add to you.
3 Do not let kindness and truth leave you;
Bind them around your neck,
Write them on the tablet of your heart.
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4 So you will find favor and a good reputation
In the sight of God and man.
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart
And do not lean on your own understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths straight.
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Pr 3:1 ¶ My son, do not forget my teaching, 
But let your heart keep my commandments;
3


NLT
Pr 3:1
My child, never forget the things I have taught you.
    Store my commands in your heart.
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How often do we forget what is being taught to us?
How does that hurt us in the way we live out our lives each day.
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De 8:11 "Beware that you do not forget the LORD, (Yahweh) your God by not keeping His commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today
De 8:19 "It shall come about if you ever forget the LORD , (Yahweh)your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I testify against you today that you will surely perish
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Paul Tripp  book War of Words.
 
The Elevation of desire
“A desire battles for control until it becomes a demand.
The demand is then expressed (and usually experienced) as a need.
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My sense of need sets up my expectation.
Expectation when unfulfilled leads to disappointment.
Disappointment leads to some kind of punishment.
“You want something, but you can’t get it.
You quarrel and fight.
Adultery takes place when I give the Love, I have promised one person to someone else.”
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Charles Bridges says this:
“The heart is the first thing that wanders from God, and the first thing that returns.”
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Paul Tripp book” “A quest for more” 
He says,
“The more I live with the meeting of my needs as my central focus of concern, the more things in my life get defined as needs.
Little kingdom living turns life into an endless search for earthly treasure and an unending focus on personal need.
Sin is about wanting my own way, in my own way, and in my time.
10


My allegiance to my own kingdom is deep in the DNA of my sinful nature, causing me to be self-centered, self-righteous, condemning, and impatient. I know what I want. I know what will make me happy. I have a vision for what my life could be like, and you are constantly getting in the way of the plans and purposes of my kingdom.”
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Ask yourself, what are the things in your life right now that cause you to wander away from the Lord?
How does defiance against the Lord show up in your life?
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How about us?
Do we surrender our thoughts to be subdued by Yahweh’s Word?
Are our minds so under the influence of God’s Word that we consider how we will speak and act with others?
Do we pray about our choices before we make them?
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“Keep” the Hebrew word “naw-tsar”
Has the idea of “to guard, to watch over”
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John Kitchen says,
“The heart is the center and seat of one’s inner life, including mind, emotions and will.
The Word of God is to penetrate, subdue and rein in every cognition of our brain, every flame of passion and tongue of temper that leaps from the fire of our affections, and every choice both contemplated and embraced. Such unilateral submission of all I am to God’s Word requires that constant vigil be kept over my heart.”
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Pr 3:2 For length of days and years of life And peace they will add to you.
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NLT
Pr 3:2
2 If you do this, you will live many years,
    and your life will be satisfying.
17


The Preachers outline and sermon Bible says,
“Those who keep Gods commands spare their bodies and souls the physical and emotional diseases that contribute to an early death.”
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1Co 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
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Am I enslaving myself to illicit drug use?
Am I enslaving myself to Alcohol?
Am I enslaving myself to gluttony, (Overeating)?
Am I enslaving myself to Tobacco use?
Am I enslaving myself to pornography?
Am I enslaving myself to too much TV or Video games?
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“Peace” the word  “shaw-lome'”
“The absence of strife and hostility, well-being, free from lacking, inner contentment, being at rest.”
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John Kitchen says,
“The basic pattern of life is that, if you keep Gods commands, you will avoid the pitfalls and perils of seeking to walk out of step with Him and will instead enjoy the benefits of walking in step with the Creator and Sustainer of the universe”
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Pr 3:3 Do not let kindness and truth leave you; 
Bind them around your neck, 
Write them on the tablet of your heart.
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NLT
Pr 3:3
3 Never let loyalty and kindness leave you!
  Tie them around your neck as a reminder.
  Write them deep within your heart.
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“Ethics”
Derived from the Greek word “ethos”, which means “way of living,
moral principles that govern a person's behavior or the conducting of an activity.
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Are we trustworthy?
Can people rely on us?
Do we follow through with commitments we make?
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Pr 1:10 ¶ My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent.
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Preachers outline and sermon bible
“The neck houses the throat, which in Hebrew Thought is the very life of the person. Mercy and truth or faithfulness are to be tied to the throat, So that they are literally a part of a person’s every breath.
This is the better explanation and more accurately expresses the intent of the command.”
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Let’s get real for a moment.
How much does my talk express a spirit of being thankful?
How often is grumbling and complaining a part of my everyday conversation with others?
What happens to the way I talk when others sin against me?
What happens to my talk when things don’t work out the way I want them to?
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“Write” the Hebrew word is “kaw-thab” 
  means “to engrave, to inscribe.”
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First, we are to receive it.
Ac 17:11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, 
for they received the word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily 
to see whether these things were so.
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1Th 2:13 ¶ For this reason 
we also constantly thank God 
that when you received the word of God 
which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men, 
but for what it really is, 
the word of God, 
which also performs its work 
in you who believe.
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Second, Pray for the light to be able to understand it.
Ps 119:18 ¶ Open my eyes, 
that I may behold 
Wonderful things from Your law
 
Eph 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, 
may give to you a spirit of wisdom 
and of revelation 
in the knowledge of Him
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Third, Seek and study the Words of Scripture with the same desire that people seek after Gold and silver.
Ps 119:162 ¶ I rejoice at Your word, 
As one who finds great spoil.
 
Joh 5:39 "You search, (Investigate) the Scriptures 
because you think that in them 
you have eternal life; 
it is these that testify about Me;
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2Ti 2:15 Study, (be diligent) to show, (present) thyself 
approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing, (correctly handles) 
the word of truth.
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Pr 3:4 So you will find favor and good repute 
In the sight of God and man.
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NLT
Pr 3:4
4 Then you will find favor with both God and people,
    and you will earn a good reputation.
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“Favor” the Hebrew word “khane” 
It has the idea of “graciousness, acceptance, preference.”
 
“Good Repute” the Hebrew word “tobe- seh'-kel”
It has the idea of “Insight, being careful in the way you make decisions, good reputation”
 
“In the sight of” the Hebrew word “ah'-yin”
It means “eyes or face.” 
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Bruce Waltke says, 
“In the ancient near east favor is shown on the face, by the look in someone’s eyes. Today modern people look instead to the smile.”
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Pr 3:5 Trust in the LORD, (Yahweh) with all your heart 
And do not lean on your own understanding
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Trust, the Hebrew word is “baw-takh' 
Means “to place confidence in, hope in, assurance in, relying on”
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Preachers outline and sermon Bible.
“The object of the wise persons trust is in the Lord (Yahweh, Jehovah)
The covenant keeping God, the God who cannot lie.
At this point—where the father emphasizes keeping the commandments of God, he instructs his son not to focus his trust in the law of God but in the God of the law. 
God is trustworthy because of who He is.
Yahweh is His personal name. It is the name by which He revealed Himself to Moses and the children of Israel.”
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Ex 3:13 Then Moses said to God, ('elohiym)"Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, 'The God, ('elohiym) of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 
'What is His name?' What shall I say to them?
Ex 3:14 God,('elohiym) said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; 
and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel,
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'I AM has sent me to you.'"
Ex 3:15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, 
"Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 
'The LORD,( Y@hovah, Yahweh)) the God,('elohiym) of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' 
This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations.
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'Elohiym means infinite all powerful God.
Elohim (God)
Yahweh (Lord, Jehovah)
El Elyon (The Most High God)
Adonai (Lord, Master)
El Roi (The God Who Sees Me)
El Shaddai (Lord God Almighty)
El Olam (The Everlasting God, of eternity)
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Pr 3:6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He will make your paths straight.
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NLT
Pr 3:6
Seek his will in all you do,
 and he will show you which path to take.
47


“Ways” “deh'-rek”
Meaning “your course of life, your actions”
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1Ch 28:9 "As for you, my son Solomon, 
know the God, ('elohiym) of your father, 
and serve Him with a whole heart 
and a willing mind; 
for the LORD, (Y@hovah, Yahweh) searches all hearts, 
and understands every intent of the thoughts. 
If you seek Him, 
He will let you find Him; 
but if you forsake Him, 
He will reject you forever.
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“Straight” “yaw-shar'”
It has the idea of being straightforward, to be upright, honest, does not go astray or out of bounds”
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