
The Word of Christ - John 12:44-50 3-13-22
The new way of life in Christ has three fundamental realities in it, a belief in Christ and 

His Word, a receiving of Christ and His Word, and a keeping of Christ and His Word. This is all 
from the Father through the Son by the Word by the work of the Spirit for eternal life. Eternal 
life is a life that starts at salvation and continues on in actively knowing God, His Son, and His 
Word. When this has happened, there is now no judgment we are under and no judgment we 
face. This is all what this passage draws out, which must make us look at these realities of 
salvation and how they should affect our lives in light of God’s Word and what is happening in 
the world around us just like it did in that day when Jesus says this to those who were around 
Him. For today, how we will do this is three-fold. We will look at 1) all from the Father, then 2) 
to the Word of Christ: the judge, believing, receiving, keeping, and the commandment and 3) 
bringing it all together.  

We begin today by looking at the aspect of this passage that shows us that everything that 
Jesus addresses is all from the Father. The specific rejection of Jesus goes to the Father. The 
specific rejection of the Word of Jesus goes to Jesus, which then goes to the Father. When this 
rejection of Jesus and His Word happens, these people ultimately reject the Father, which 
ironically is who they think they know and obey. They think they honor God in what they do and 
in what they are doing with Jesus. But through the force and urgency of what is said by Jesus, 
His Word leaves them further without excuse. You cannot disconnect the Word with Jesus or the 
Father. To do so is to deny the others. There is an inseparable link between all of them. And the 
ultimate source of all of them in the plan and work of redemption and to judge justly all comes 
from the Father. This is something that they must come to understand. They are repeatedly, in 
reality though, denying the God they say they believe in and obey. They are the covenant people 
of God who the law of God had been handed down to, they have been given the responsibility to 
watch over His people and His Word, especially this is the responsibility of those in authority, 
and they have been expecting their Messiah to come. So in their true rejection they have 
attempted to separate what cannot be separated, the Word, the Christ, and the Father. In their 
zealous belief in the monotheistic God and His law, they deny Him and distort His law. This 
blinds them to see the truth. The truth now that is right in front of them and spoken to them. The 
blindness of man in his self-righteousness is heavy. If they remain in this darkness then they have 
a judge, they miss the commandment of God for them through Christ, and they cannot and will 
not receive or keep His word. This is the situation that everyone faces if they remain in their sin 
and unrighteousness. 

No matter how much someone says that they believe in God, the God of the Bible, if they 
truly reject Jesus and His Word, then in rejecting what is inseparable, they reject the God they 
supposedly believe in. This is the exact way in which any inclusive and pluralistic beliefs do not 
work. Inclusive beliefs say that all people everywhere are loved by God equally no matter what 
they believe and what their life looks like. Pluralism is much of the same, because it basically 
says that any belief in really any god is ok. It’s like saying that Mormonism is a belief that God 
accepts and is true. That’s really pluralism. Also, it’s like saying that someone can live in any 
perpetual sin and that is ok with God, so they can identify themselves as such like a transgender 
Christian or an adulterous Christian. That’s really inclusivism. In these beliefs Jesus is truly 
rejected and His Word is truly rejected. Jesus in His person and His work are rejected, like with 
Mormonism that believes that Jesus is not God, but a created being. That is one way in which 



they reject the true Jesus, therefore they reject the Father. Same with other religions like 
Assemblies of Yahweh or Jehovah’s Witness. With being a “transgender Christian” that person 
rejects the Word of Christ that not only tells them who they are created to be in their personhood, 
but also what their sin is when they try to define themselves in such a way that fundamentally is 
denying the authority and purpose of God. They fail to see their sin for what it truly is and when 
that happens they don’t see their need for Jesus the way it truly is. 

Another way in which God is ultimately rejected is the notion that people hold to where 
they undermine the very nature of Scripture. Many say that there are contradictions in it, that it is 
man-made, that historical accounts of actual events are just myths, even though they speak 
favorably of those “myths,” and that Scripture is not authoritative over our lives. When Scripture 
is undermined in these ways, what does that say about who that person believes God to be? 
These realities are inseparable, because when you reject one, you reject the others. 

These are problems in our day that the church is falling into, in large part, because of the 
world’s influences. So these are situations where you reject one, you reject the others, which is 
ultimately, as Jesus says here, a rejection of the Father. 

One way this comes about, for these Jews, is that they are so concerned with their 
obedience to God, or their own understanding of God, that they can’t see the truth of the rest. 
They can’t see that this is the Messiah that they’ve been expecting and they can’t see how their 
sin is enslaving them in a self-righteous religion that will never get them to God. Then the 
outflow of their life shows this unbelief in practical ways. Paul was a great example of this, 
because he was so zealous in his beliefs that he thought he was really honoring God in wiping 
out those who followed Jesus. He even accounts, looking back on his self-righteous resume in 
Philippians 3, that he was one of the best if confidence and approval from God was measured by 
the flesh through the law, in zealousness to it, and in obedience to it. But in his darkness, and in 
these people’s darkness, they couldn’t see that. This is demonstrated by what Jesus says in their 
believing and their seeing. If they truly believed in Jesus then they would believe that He came 
from the Father to save them from their sin and the judgment they were under. If they truly saw 
Jesus, which is a spiritual understanding of faith produced by the Spirit through the word of 
Christ, then they would see that Jesus was sent by the Father for their salvation. This not only has 
a direct connection to their believing and seeing the sovereign plan of God for Jesus to save, but 
it also has a direct connection to the truth that we heard in Isaiah about their seeing, but not 
seeing, their hearing, but not hearing, and their seeing, but not understanding by faith. 

This is because they have a judge. And who is that judge according to Jesus here? Verse 
48, “The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have 
spoken will judge him on the last day.” This is for all people who truly reject Jesus and His 
Word. Again, if someone rejects His Word they reject Jesus and if someone rejects Jesus they 
reject His Word. Also, what we need to notice here is that these people have a judge in their 
present situation and they will be judged by that same judge on the last day. It’s not enough to 
just have a profession of belief in Jesus, to say you have Jesus, or you are favorable to Jesus in 
some way. Having Jesus goes hand in hand with receiving His Word. This receiving is first a 
receiving of the truth, not of falsehood. It is what He has said, so whoever is the ambassador for 
Christ, then they ought to speak the truth of Christ and you ought to test it to see if it is so, 
according to the Scriptures. So does this mean that everyone has to be perfect in understanding 
every detail of every teaching from God in Scripture? No. There will be things we get wrong, but 



we must recognize that those are the non-essential issues that do not directly define the Christian 
faith itself, the gospel itself, the way of salvation, and the person of God. Those are what must be 
received, and they are when the Spirit saves and sanctifies. So there is a distinction. There is 
something specific He is referring to when He talks about receiving His words. We will get into 
this more when we look at the commandment Jesus has been given from His Father. 

Another point here is that this receiving or taking in or laying hold of is in the present 
ongoing tense just like the “whoever believes” is more literally, “the one believing.” So this 
ongoing receiving is a product or fruit of salvation when salvation is a true reality. It is produced 
by God. This brings up the question, why did Jesus come? Verse 47, He came to save not to 
judge. He didn’t need to judge when He came. Why? Because if we are not brought into Christ 
by God’s saving grace then we remain where we already are, in our darkness and condemnation. 
So He doesn’t need to judge when we are already judged when we exist in that darkness. And 
also, His judgment will happen on the last day when He will judge in righteousness by His Word. 
So in the plan of redemption Jesus came to save sinners, to take them out of that judgment. And 
that salvation then practically looks like an ongoing taking in of His Word, a holding onto it in an 
ongoing manner throughout life. This is an evidence that His Word won’t be your judge, because 
the very Word that will judge others is the Word that you have received. You have received light 
into you, because truth is light and Jesus is Truth and Light. So the more we take in light, the 
more the darkness fades out, practically speaking. Just like the increase of darkness is hardening 
and rejection, the opposite of that is the increase of light, which shows itself in a softening and 
receiving. This shows evidence of salvation.

So here again there should be a specific application to our day. While claiming to love 
God many people are not actually receiving His Word. When that is happening then they are 
under judgment. This, as we’ve said so many times, is in fundamental defining areas, not 
whether someone chooses to sprinkle in baptism or immerse. It’s not whether someone thinks 
that instruments can be used in our music or if it should be just our voices. It’s not, to a degree, 
whether the sign gifts of the Spirit have ceased or not. It’s not whether, in the basic beliefs, you 
are either dispensational or covenantal in how you see the scope of Scripture. But I’ll tell you, 
though there are many non-essential, non-defining issues, there are more and more issues that are 
turned into defining issues, because there is a redefining happening that then changes the core. 
And this can be seen more clearly when this is an ongoing pattern. When disobedience, hardness, 
and lack of reception are repented of, that’s one thing. But when there is no evidence of 
repentance and/or there is further progression in that darkness, then it is more and more evident 
that there is not a basic receiving of His Word at a foundational level. This is especially the case 
when someone is confronted with the truth or their sin of rejection. 

Here it is helpful to recognize three categories of application. First, is the person who 
does not claim to be Christian. When they are not receiving the Word of Christ then that makes 
complete sense, because they are in a clear and deliberate state of darkness and a deliberate 
rejection. Second, is the person who does claim to be a Christian, but truly is not. When they are 
not receiving the Word of Christ and are in continual disobedience of defining issues when 
confronted by them, either when they are confronted directly or they are continuing in their 
rejection when the truth is all around them, then there is evidence, especially with time, that they 
are not in Christ. Thirdly, is the person who does claim to be a Christian, and truly is, but they 
have either been under some beliefs or practices without being confronted by the truth or they get 



swayed by a popular idea or practice for a time until they come to see how it is wrong. Here, 
when there is repentance and renewal and not continual progression in rejection then there is 
evidence of salvation and a receiving and a growing in the keeping of His Word in an ongoing 
manner with repentance being a part of it. 

What needs to be noticed further with this receiving is that it goes hand in hand with 
keeping. In the negative Jesus talks about those who do not keep His Word. So this refers to 
those who are not receiving His Word and are not keeping His Word. This keeping is a keeping 
watch over. It’s like a military guard exercising a diligent vigilance to keep something secure or 
to protect something. When we understand the nature of true saving faith then we will see that 
what comes out of our trust in Christ is 1) a receiving of His Word as true, a submitting or 
obedience to His Word, because His is our Lord and Master, which has a progression of 
receiving it, even when there is repentance, and then also there is 2) a guarding of His Word, 
which shows itself inwardly and outwardly. Inwardly, you guard or treasure up His Word within 
you, because you know it is precious to you and that it is the very spiritual nourishment that God 
gives you and works through to feed you, strengthen you, and refine you. Here is where we need 
to recognize the need for faithful study and growth in sound doctrine, which biblically is healthy 
doctrine. You keep God’s Word in this way, because you know that truth is what you need and is 
what you live on. Outwardly, you guard His Word from the attacks of falsehood, because you 
know how dangerous falsehood is to the souls, lives, and minds of people. Here is where we 
need to recognize the need to be militant in our defense and keeping of God’s truth in the face of 
a war of ideas that deceive the hearts and minds of many people, which is largely what we are in 
right now in our time. A great example of this keeping is the way of life we ought to have that’s 
described in 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, “3For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war 
according to the flesh. 4For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 
power to destroy strongholds. 5We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6being ready to punish every 
disobedience, when your obedience is complete.”

So now having gone through this, let’s look more closely at what is meant when Jesus 
says, "49For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself 
given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. 50And I know that his 
commandment is eternal life.” So God the Father who has sent Jesus gives Jesus a 
commandment. What is that commandment? It is, “what to say and what to speak,” end of verse 
49. Then Jesus says that He knows that His Father’s commandment is eternal life. So what Jesus 
says and what Jesus speaks is eternal life. What we need to notice here is that this is a 
commandment from Father to Son, so this isn’t referring to the Ten Commandments. So when 
we read the word “commandment” we shouldn’t automatically associate it with the Ten 
Commandments and the law. If we did we could easily end up in moralism or legalism thinking. 
The law in that thinking is not eternal life, but is the ministry of death, meaning it is to show us 
our sin and empty us of our self-righteousness. So this commandment to Jesus of what to say and 
what to speak, which the commandment is eternal life, this refers to the gospel proclaimed by 
Jesus. This refers to the words of eternal life that come from Jesus. Like in John 6 how Jesus 
explains the way of salvation that is in Him alone by grace alone, He says at the end of His 
discourse, “the words that I have spoken to you are Spirit and life.” Then Peter after that 
reaffirms to Jesus that He has the words of eternal life. This that we read here is referring to the 

http://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/10-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/10-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/10-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/10-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/12-49.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/12-50.htm


same thing. It is the same thing as Jesus saying right away, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” This statement, “49For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who 
sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. 50And I know 
that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me,” this 
captures all of what Jesus has said about who He is and why He came from the day where He 
first opened His mouth and began His earthly ministry in fulfilling the office of the Prophet. 

And this is where we need to come back to this, being judged by His word, because if 
someone is not believing in Jesus, is not receiving His Word, and is not keeping His Word, then 
they show evidence that they are remaining in the darkness of lawlessness and falsehood, they 
are under judgment now by the Word of Christ, and they will be finally judged by the Word of 
Christ on the last day unless they turn to Christ by the Spirit’s work through the Word of Christ. 
So, this is where we need to come back and bring this all together. This passage centers in on the 
Word of Christ, the teaching of Jesus that speaks of who He is and why He came. This not only 
addresses the immediate need for the salvation of our soul, but it also addresses the continual 
need for living out that salvation by an alignment with His Word that shows an ongoing 
believing, receiving, and keeping. This not only addresses that we need Jesus as Savior to save 
us from our sin and to take away the wrath and judgment of God that abides on us in our sinful 
nature, but this also addresses that we need Jesus as Lord to govern our lives by His Word as we 
live under His lordship in every area of life, as His Word speaks to every area of life. So when 
the major elites of this world are building their Tower of Babel right now under the pretense of 
“Build Back Better” as they try to redefine the very way of life for the whole world where there 
is a push for digital currency and social credit structures that compel people to be good citizens 
and obey their way of how this world should function according to their ideologies or else you 
will be scorned, punished, or cancelled, they are doing it from a state of lawlessness against the 
Word of Jesus, Jesus Himself, and the Father. The state of the humanistic religion that is growing 
is trying to take power in ways that fly under the radar for most people and are done by 
distractions and are done behind the scenes, so that the masses become more dependent upon 
them, and so that people are willing to give up their freedoms, so they can just survive. 

So as this goes on, people are willing to go along with the word of the spirit of this age, 
because they are either so confused as to what is going on or they feel so powerless that they just 
go along with it, because what are they going to do about it? Regarding the church, we have 
separated ourselves so much from activity and influence in the world that we either don’t think 
we need to do anything about what is happening or we buy into it, because a lot of the church is 
buying into it. This again goes all the way back to the Word of God. We are in a war of ideas and 
many are falling as casualties of this war, because they are not believing, receiving, and keeping 
Christ and His Word as they face the day. It is not just specifically about the salvation of a soul in 
the moment of salvation specifically. It also has to do with living in that salvation from the 
moment you become saved to the moment you physically die. Both of those categories have to 
go hand in hand. Notice that Jesus doesn’t just talk about believing and believing in a way that is 
just a one time thing. The believing that He is talking about, again, is in the ongoing present 
tense. And that believing is not by itself. Receiving and keeping are together with it, because 
they are produced by the Spirit and are evidence of living faith. And they are all in alignment 
with the Word of Christ, Jesus Himself, and the Father, who are all inseparable from each other. 

So this building of a modern day Tower of Babel that comes from a religion of humanism 
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is a gospel issue. More specifically these issues of “gender equity” are gospel issues. These 
issues of tyranny and the authority and power of man trying to control society are gospel issues. 
Why are they gospel issues and issues not to be taken lightly at all? Because they directly attack 
the nature of salvation as defined by God in His Word by trying to provide a different nature of 
life and way of salvation. They reject the nature of man as defined by God in His Word, the 
nature and work of Jesus as defined by God in His Word, and the nature and work of the Triune 
God as defined by God in His Word. They are humanistic to the core, which means that they, at 
the core, reject everything that is of God, but yet they come across as caring for the welfare and 
dignity of humanity. That is their fundamental premise for why they do what they do. So if we 
are truly children of God then we are also citizens of the King and the army of God, so we will 
show evidence that we 1) have child-like faith in Christ in trusting and depending upon Him and 
His work through His Word with a peace in us, because we know that He is sovereign over all of 
history, that we 2) receive the Word of our Lord in submitting and treasuring His Word, because 
He is alone King, and that 3) we diligently contend to guard His Word, which must be an active 
contending, especially when the current climate of our society looks like ours. This must be so or 
else we will be a casualty of war. Let us press on with confidence in God and His Word and not 
man and his and let us do so in light of the times we are in. Why? Because this ongoing present 
tense reality of this believing, this receiving, and this keeping, is produced by the Spirit of God 
within us. He is the one who brings it to fruition. And the more we actively do this while we are 
thinking critically about what is happening around us, the more we will be stable and ready for 
whatever may come our way. And then the more we will rest in knowing that we will not come 
under the judgment of the Word of Christ, but will be raised up on the last day. 


