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Genesis 27:41–28:22 (ESV) Now Esau hated 
Jacob because of the blessing with which his 
father had blessed him, and Esau said to himself, 
“The days of mourning for my father are 
approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 
42 But the words of Esau her older son were told 
to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son and said to him, “Behold, your 
brother Esau comforts himself about you by 
planning to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, 
obey my voice. Arise, flee to Laban my brother in 
Haran 44 and stay with him a while, until your 
brother’s fury turns away— 45 until your 
brother’s anger turns away from you, and he 
forgets what you have done to him. Then I will 
send and bring you from there. Why should I be 
bereft of you both in one day?” 46 Then Rebekah 
said to Isaac, “I loathe my life because of the 
Hittite women. If Jacob marries one of the Hittite 
women like these, one of the women of the land, 
what good will my life be to me?” 1 Then Isaac 
called Jacob and blessed him and directed him, 
“You must not take a wife from the Canaanite 
women. 2 Arise, go to Paddan‐aram to the house 
of Bethuel your mother’s father, and take as your 
wife from there one of the daughters of Laban 
your mother’s brother. 3 God Almighty bless you 
and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you 
may become a company of peoples. 4 May he 
give the blessing of Abraham to you and to your 
offspring with you, that you may take possession 
of the land of your sojournings that God gave to 
Abraham!” 5 Thus Isaac sent Jacob away. And he 
went to Paddan‐aram, to Laban, the son of 
Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, 
Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. 6 Now Esau saw that 
Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to 
Paddan‐aram to take a wife from there, and that 
as he blessed him he directed him, “You must not 
take a wife from the Canaanite women,” 7 and 
that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother 

and gone to Paddan‐aram. 8 So when Esau saw 
that the Canaanite women did not please Isaac 
his father, 9 Esau went to Ishmael and took as his 
wife, besides the wives he had, Mahalath the 
daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of 
Nebaioth. 10 Jacob left Beersheba and went 
toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain place 
and stayed there that night, because the sun had 
set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put 
it under his head and lay down in that place to 
sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was 
a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God 
were ascending and descending on it! 13 And 
behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am 
the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and 
the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will 
give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your 
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and 
you shall spread abroad to the west and to the 
east and to the north and to the south, and in you 
and your offspring shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land. For I will not leave you 
until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 
Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 
“Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not 
know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone 
that he had put under his head and set it up for a 
pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called 
the name of that place Bethel, but the name of 
the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made 
a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will 
keep me in this way that I go, and will give me 
bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I 
come again to my father’s house in peace, then 
the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this stone, 



which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house. And of all that you give me I will give a full 
tenth to you.” 
 
I. Jacob’s Send‐Off (v27:41‐28:5) 
A. Esau’s true identity. 
 
Titus 3:3–7 (ESV) For we ourselves were once 
foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in 
malice and envy, hated by others and hating one 
another. 4 But when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved 
us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 
the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that 
being justified by his grace we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
1 John 3:14 & 15 (ESV) We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we love the 
brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 
15 Everyone who hates his brother is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him. 
 
B. Rebekah’s plan. 
C. Isaac’s instruction and blessing. 
 
II. Esau’s Mockery (v28:6‐9) 
 
Genesis 3:5 (ESV) For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” 
Isaiah 14:14 (ESV) I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the 
Most High.’ 
 
III. Jacob’s Isolation (v28:10‐11) 
 
Psalm 27:10 (ESV) For my father and my mother 
have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me in. 
Isaiah 57:15 (ESV) For thus says the One who is 
high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, 
and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite. 
 
IV. God's Appearance (v28:12‐15) 

A. Dreams and schemes. 
 
Hebrews 1:1–3 (ESV) Long ago, at many times 
and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the 
heir of all things, through whom also he created 
the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of 
God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
After making purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
 
B. The ladder from heaven. 
 
John 1:50 & 51 (ESV) Jesus answered him, 
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig 
tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.” 
 
C. Covenant renewal. 
 
Hebrews 13:5 & 6 (ESV) Keep your life free from 
love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man 
do to me?” 
Philippians 1:6 (ESV) And I am sure of this, that 
he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
  
D. Jacob’s condition. 
 
Ephesians 2:1–7 (ESV) And you were dead in the 
trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 
among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 
and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in 



the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in 
the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 
 
V. Jacob’s Worship (v28:16‐22) 
A. Jacob’s amazement and fear. 
 
Ezekiel 48:35 (ESV) The circumference of the 
city shall be 18,000 cubits. And the name of the 
city from that time on shall be, The Lord Is 
There.” 
Isaiah 6:1–8 (ESV) In the year that King Uzziah 
died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the 
temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each 
had six wings: with two he covered his face, and 
with two he covered his feet, and with two he 
flew. 3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is 
full of his glory!” 4 And the foundations of the 
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, 
and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I 
said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts!” 6 Then one of the seraphim 
flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that 
he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he 
touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and 
your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 
  
B. Jacob’s worship. 
 
Leviticus 8:10 (ESV) Then Moses took the 
anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all 
that was in it, and consecrated them. 
Romans 12:1 & 2 (ESV) I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 
  
C. Jacob’s vow. 
 

Psalm 116:12–14 (ESV) What shall I render to 
the Lord for all his benefits to me? 13 I will lift up 
the cup of salvation and call on the name of the 
Lord, 14 I will pay my vows to the Lord in the 
presence of all his people. 
Mark 9:21–24 (ESV) And Jesus asked his father, 
“How long has this been happening to him?” And 
he said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often cast 
him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But 
if you can do anything, have compassion on us 
and help us.” 23 And Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you 
can’! All things are possible for one who 
believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child 
cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 
Galatians 2:20 (ESV) I have been crucified with 
Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me. 
  
D. Jacob’s promise. 
 
Malachi 3:10 (ESV) Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven 
for you and pour down for you a blessing until 
there is no more need. 
Proverbs 3:9 & 10 (ESV) Honor the Lord with 
your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your 
produce; 10 then your barns will be filled with 
plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 
2 Corinthians 9:7 & 8 (ESV) Each one must give 
as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 
all times, you may abound in every good work. 
2 Corinthians 8:5 (ESV) and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the 
Lord and then by the will of God to us. 
Matthew 6:21 (ESV) For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 
Exodus 3:6 (ESV) And he said, “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. 


