
Evening Sermon Outline – March 10, 2019   

“Victory in Jesus” - Psalm 18:20-50 

 

I. God rewards David for his righteousness – 
20 The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; According  
to the cleanness of my hands He has recompensed me.  21 For I have  
kept the ways of the LORD, And have not wickedly departed from my  
God.  22 For all His judgments were before me, And I did not  
put away His statutes from me.  23 I was also blameless before Him,  
And I kept myself from my iniquity.  24 Therefore the LORD has  
recompensed me according to my righteousness, According to the  
cleanness of my hands in His sight. Psalm 18:20-24 

 

1. As far as David is concerned this is providential, earthly reward 
he is speaking about here, He was made king, he replaced Saul 
in that position as in relation to Saul he was righteous. 
 

2. This passage obviously does not speak of the entirety of 
David’s life as it is clear he was a sinner, he sinned in the 
adultery he committed with Bathsheba and the murder of her 
husband Uriah.  In relation to that God providentially comes 
against him and he has to beg, plead for forgiveness – 

PSALM 51 
To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David When Nathan the Prophet Went 
to Him, After He Had Gone in to Bathsheba.   
 
1 Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; 
According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my 
transgressions.  2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And 
cleanse me from my sin.  3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, 
And my sin is always before me.  4 Against You, You only, have I 
sinned, And done this evil in Your sight— That You may be found just 
when You speak, And blameless when You judge. 5 Behold, I was 
brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.  6 

Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You 
will make me to know wisdom.  7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall 
be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me 
hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 9 

Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities.  10 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within 
me.  11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your 
Holy Spirit from me. Psalm 51:1-11 
 

A. None of us, except for Christ, are perfectly righteous before God 
– 

10 As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one;11 There is 
none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. Romans 
3:10-11 
 

B. Ultimately, we all need Christ and rewards in Heaven are 
dependent upon His (Christ’s) not our righteousness – 

5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also 
describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes 
righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered;  8 Blessed is the man 
to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.” Romans 4:5-8 
 

II. David could count on God’s righteous dealings, so 
can we –25  

With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful; With a blameless 
man You will show Yourself blameless; 26 With the pure You will 
show Yourself pure; And with the devious You will show Yourself 
shrewd.  27 For You will save the humble people, But will bring 
down haughty looks.  Psalm 18:25-27 
 

III. David trusted in God’s empowering and found God 
to be mighty on his behalf – 

What God gave to David: 
1. Light - 28 For You will light my lamp; The LORD my God will 

enlighten my darkness.  29 

 

2. Power to fight - For by You I can run against a troop, By my God 

I can leap over a wall.   
 

3. Proven promises and protection - 
30 As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; 
He is a shield to all who trust in Him.   
 
 

 



4. Ultimately unbeatable Divine enabling, teaching and protection - 
31 For who is God, except the LORD?  And who is a rock, except 
our God?  32 It is God who arms me with strength, And makes 
my way perfect. 33 He makes my feet like the feet of deer, And sets 
me on my high places.  34 He teaches my hands to make war,  So 
that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.  35 You have also given me 
the shield of Your salvation;  Your right hand has held me up, Your 
gentleness has made me great.  36 You enlarged my path under me,  
So my feet did not slip.  37 I have pursued my enemies and 
overtaken them; Neither did I turn back again till they were 
destroyed.  38 I have wounded them, So that they could not 
rise; They have fallen under my feet. 39 For You have armed me 
with strength for the battle; You have subdued under me those who 
rose up against me.  40 You have also given me the necks of my 
enemies, So that I destroyed those who hated me.  41 They cried 
out, but there was none to save; Even to the LORD, but He did not 
answer them.  42 Then I beat them as fine as the dust before the 
wind; I cast them out like dirt in the streets.  43 You have 
delivered me from the strivings of the people; You have made me 
the head of the nations; A people I have not known shall serve me.  
44 As soon as they hear of me they obey me; The foreigners 
submit to me.  45 The foreigners fade away, And come frightened 
from their hideouts.  Psalm 18:28-45 
 

5.. God gave David victory in military battles, he gives us power for 
spiritual battles – 

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on 
the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith 
with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance 
and supplication for all the saints—19 and for me, that utterance may be 
given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery 
of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speak. Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

A. Like David we are to be strong, in the Lord – Ephesians 6:10 

B. Unlike David we do not wrestle flesh and blood – Ephesians 

6:11-12 

C. We have an evil day in which we are all called to stand – 

Ephesians 6:13 

D. Our weapons are not carnal – 
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 
pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high 
thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ  2 Corinthians 10:4-5 
 

From Ephesians 6 we learn our weapons are: 
• The Belt of Truth – Ephesians 6:14 

• The Breastplate of Righteousness – Ephesians 6:14 

• The Gospel of Peace – Ephesians 6:15 

• The Shield of Faith – Ephesians 6:16 

• The Helmet of Salvation – Ephesians 6:17 

• The Sword of the Spirit / God’s Word – Ephesians 6:17 

• Prayer – Ephesians 6:18-20 
 

IV. All praise goes to God and Christ is our King – 
46 The LORD lives!  Blessed be my Rock!  Let the God of my salvation  

be exalted.  47 It is God who avenges me, And subdues the peoples  
under me; 48 He delivers me from my enemies.  You also lift me up  
above those who rise against me; You have delivered me from the  
violent man.  49 Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the  
Gentiles,  And sing praises to Your name.  50 Great deliverance He  
gives to His king, And shows mercy to His anointed, To David and his  
descendants forevermore. Psalm 18:46-50 
 

1. The Son of David, Jesus, the Lamb gains us the ultimate 
victory- 

14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, 
for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are 
called, chosen, and faithful.” Revelation 17:12 
 

2. He was born to be King forever - 
31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and 
shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end.”  Luke 1:31-33 


