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The more of these signposts a church displays, the further down the road to apostasy that 

church has already gone.  

Apostasy: a falling away from key and true doctrines of the Bible into heretical teachings that 

claim to be “the real” Christian doctrine. 

 “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for 

this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny 

our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:4). 

 

1) The Bible’s authority and inerrancy are routinely undercut. 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 

Timothy 3:16-17) 

 

Verbal Plenary Inspiration: both the individual words and the whole of the Scriptures are 

ultimately authored by God. 

For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from 

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21) 

 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17) 

 

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (Psalms 19:7) 

 

All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal. (Psalms 119:160) 

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you 

heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, 

which is indeed at work in you who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

 

The authority of Scripture is inescapably impaired if this total divine inerrancy is in any way 

limited or disregarded, or made relative to a view of truth contrary to the Bible’s own; and such 

lapses bring serious loss to both the individual and the Church. - Chicago Statement on Biblical 

Inerrancy, 1978 

2) God’s standards for church leadership are ignored. 



Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. Now the 

overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not 

a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and 

he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his 

own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may 

become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good 

reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 

In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and 

not pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear 

conscience. They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve 

as deacons. 

In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate 

and trustworthy in everything. 

A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. 

Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in 

Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 3:1-13) 

 

I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. For 

Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who 

was deceived and became a sinner. (1 Timothy 2:12-14) 

 

But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is 

man, and the head of Christ is God… For man did not come from woman, but woman from 

man; neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. (1 Corinthians 11:3, 8-9) 

 

3) Spiritual seeking and openness to ideas is more important than correct doctrine. 

There is no one who understands; 

    there is no one who seeks God. (Romans 3:11) 

 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view 

of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared in 

season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 

instruction. For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to 

suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

(2 Timothy 4:1-4) 

 

Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching… 

Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your 

progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will 

save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:13, 15-16) 

 

4) Judging others’ behaviors is judged to be wrong. 



“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  

For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will 

be measured to you. 

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 

plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 

eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out 

of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 

(Matthew 7:1-5) 

 

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment 

on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. We 

know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you suppose, 

O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will 

escape the judgment of God? (Romans 2:1-3) 

 

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. (Matthew 7:15-16a) 

 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 

many false prophets have gone out into the world. (1 John 4:1) 

 

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles 

contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve 

our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts 

of the naive. (Romans 16:17-18) 

 
 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those 

inside? God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.” (1 

Corinthians 5:12) 

 

5) Love and tolerance are more important than sexual purity. 

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans 

do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. And you are proud! Shouldn’t you 

rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been 

doing this? For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As 

one who is present with you in this way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our 

Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this. So when you are assembled and I am with you 

in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, hand this man over to Satan for the 

destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. 

Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 

Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the 

old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 

truth. 



I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— not at all meaning 

the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case 

you would have to leave this world. But now I am writing to you that you must not associate 

with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater 

or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people. (1 Corinthians 5:1-11) 

 

You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals 

and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell. (Acts 15:29) 

 

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor 

thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 

God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-

11) 

 

Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever 

sins sexually, sins against their own body. Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the 

Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you 

were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. (1 Corinthians 6:18-20) 

 

6) Correcting societal ills is more important than personal redemption and 

transformation. 

“Thus says the Lord: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor 

him who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and 

the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place” (Jeremiah 22:3). 

“For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong” (Isaiah 61:8) 

“Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge 

your neighbor fairly.” (Leviticus 19:15) 

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 

again.” (John 3:3) 

…put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Here 

there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but 

Christ is all, and is in all. (Colossians 3:10-11) 

God “will repay each person according to what they have done.” (Romans 2:6) 

 “Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will 

judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness” (Psalm 96:13) 



7) People’s potential is promoted rather than confronting them with their sinful 

brokenness.  

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 

firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 

the Scriptures… (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… (Romans 3:23) 

 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; 
     there is no one who understands; 

    there is no one who seeks God. 

All have turned away, 

    they have together become worthless; 

there is no one who does good, 

    not even one.” 

“Their throats are open graves; 

    their tongues practice deceit.” 

“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 
     “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 

“Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
     ruin and misery mark their ways, 

and the way of peace they do not know.” 

    “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Romans 3:11-18) 

 

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 

sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will 

consume the enemies of God. Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the 

testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more severely do you think someone deserves 

to be punished who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing 

the blood of the covenant that sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we 

know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his 

people.” It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:26-31) 

 

8) The here and now is made more important than eternity.  

For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will 

reward each person according to what they have done. (Matthew 16:21) 

 

“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to 

what they have done. (Revelation 22:12) 

 



Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One 

who can destroy both soul and body in hell. (Matthew 10:28) 

 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled 

from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, 

standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the 

book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 

The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in 

them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. Then death and Hades 

were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. Anyone whose name was 

not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) 

 

I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 

the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 

their splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The 

glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will 

anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the 

Lamb’s book of life. Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. 

On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit 

every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there 

be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve 

him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more 

night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give 

them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. (Revelation 21:22-22:5) 

 

9) People are entertained rather than encouraged to worship. 

My servants will sing out of the joy of their hearts… (Isaiah 65:14a) 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
     Worship the LORD with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs. 

Know that the LORD is God. 

    It is he who made us, and we are his; 

    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise; 

    give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 

    his faithfulness continues through all generations. (Psalm 100) 

 

10) Jesus is presented as a fine moral example more than God to be worshiped. 



And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” (Matthew 14:32-33) 

 

Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of 

Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he 

comes from.” 

The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he 

opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person 

who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind.  If this man 

were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they 

threw him out. 

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” 

“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 

Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. (John 9:28-38) 

 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped 

him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. (Luke 24:50-52) 

 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about 

Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. 

That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things 

Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on the level with 

the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make 

your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. 

You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at 

his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his 

being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. Now it seems 

to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and consequently, however strange or 

terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that He was and is God.” —C. S. 

Lewis 

 


