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Our calling is to be faithful to the Lord but our salvation is secure because of His 

character and nature. 

I. Paul is inspired to use the words of what is likely an early Christian hymn, poem or 

creed as an exhortation to faithfulness. (v. 11a) 

 

II. Our responsibility is to die to our old life of sin to live with and for Christ even if this 

should end up costing us our lives. (v. 11b) 

We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 

revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, 

so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. (2 Corinthians 4:10-11) 

 

“You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written: 

“‘I will strike the shepherd, 

    and the sheep will be scattered.’ 

But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 

Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.” 

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows twice you 

yourself will disown me three times.” 

But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And 

all the others said the same. (Mark 14:27-31) 

 

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We 

are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of 

us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried 

with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with 

him in a resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 

body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— because 

anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since 

Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The 

death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do 

not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of 

yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who 



have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 

righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 

under grace. (Romans 6:1-14) 

 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 

lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is 

coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must also rid 

yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from 

your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and 

have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

(Colossians 3:1-10) 

 

III. If we persevere under pressure we shall reign with Christ in His kingdom. (v. 12a) 

“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no 

more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been 

killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold 

for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head 

are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

“I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man will also 

acknowledge before the angels of God. But whoever disowns me before others will be 

disowned before the angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man 

will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 

“When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you 

will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what 

you should say.” (Luke 12:4-12) 

 

Or do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? (1 Corinthians 6:2a) 

 

Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed 

over to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all 

rulers will worship and obey him. (Daniel 7:27) 

 

To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was 

victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches.” (Revelation 3:26-27) 

 

And when He [the Lamb who looked as if it had been slain] had taken the scroll from Him who 

sits on the throne, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 

Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the 

prayers of God’s people. And they sang a new song, saying: 



“You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, 

    and with your blood you purchased for God 

    persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 

    and they will reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:8-10) 

 

IV. A permanent denial of Christ as Lord and Savior will result in an eternity in hell. (v. 

12b) 

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One 

who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one 

of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head 

are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 

But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. (Matthew 

10:28-33) 

 

Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three 

witnesses. How much more severely do you think someone deserves to be punished who has 

trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the 

covenant that sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him who 

said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” It is a 

dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a great 

conflict full of suffering. Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at 

other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. You suffered along with 

those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that 

you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. So do not throw away your confidence; it 

will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you 

will receive what he has promised. (Hebrews 10:28-36) 

 

Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with 

Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people 

there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; 

your accent gives you away.” 

Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 



Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the 

rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

(Matthew 26:69-75) 

 

Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even 

now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out from 

us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have 

remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. I do not write to 

you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes 

from the truth. Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the 

antichrist—denying the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever 

acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

As for you, see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also 

will remain in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he promised us—eternal life. 

I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the 

anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But 

as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just 

as it has taught you, remain in him. (1 John 2:18-27) 

 

To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before His glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power 

and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

(Jude 1:24-25) 

 

V. But temporary failure or weakness on our part cannot alter our eternity. (v. 13) 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does 

not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 

your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 

and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in 

his glory. (Romans 8:14-17) 

 

…because God has said, 

“Never will I leave you; 

    never will I forsake you.” 

So we say with confidence, 

“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 

    What can mere mortals do to me?” 

Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way 

of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

(Hebrews 13:5b-8) 

 

 



Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and 

since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart 

and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 

guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to 

the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:19-23) 

 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 

know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. (John 20:15-17) 

 
 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, 

who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 

powers of the coming age and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their 

loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 

(Hebrews 6:4-6) 

 

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that 

Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? (2 Corinthians 13:5) 

 

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 

they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 

them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father 

are one.” (John 10:27-30) 

 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, 

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you 

is faithful, and he will do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24) 

 


