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Introduction: 
The two great commandments: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and 
strength” and “Love your neighbor as yourself”, along with the new commandment: “Love one 
another as I have loved you”, are guiding principles for the Christian life. It is our love for God 
and for neighbor and brother that guides what we say and do. In this lesson, we will look at one 
way in which we express and practice love: hospitality. 
 
American English Definitions: 

• Hospitality: The act or practice of receiving and entertaining strangers or guests without 
reward, or with kind and generous liberality. 

• Practice: To do or perform frequently, customarily or habitually; to perform by a 
succession of acts; To use or exercise any profession or art. 

• Receive: To welcome; to lodge and entertain; as a guest. 
• Entertain: To receive into the house and treat with hospitality, either at the table only, or 

with lodging also. 
 
Greek Definitions: 

• Philonexia: Hospitableness, entertain strangers, hospitality. Love to strangers, 
hospitality. 

• Philoxenos: Fond of guests, that is, hospitable. Given to (lover of, use) hospitality. 
Hospitable, generous to guests. 

 
Scriptural Examples: 
 
Abraham: 

Genesis 18:1-8 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the 
tent door in the heat of the day; 2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by 
him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward 
the ground, 3 And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray 
thee, from thy servant: 4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree: 5 And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; 
after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as 
thou hast said. 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly 
three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 7 And Abraham ran unto 
the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress 
it. 8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; 
and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. 

 
Abraham watches for opportunity to be hospitable. He sits in his tent door and when the 
opportunity arises, he runs towards it. The strangers before him are honored, refreshed, and 
nourished.  
 
Lot:  

Genesis 19:1-3 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of 
Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward 
the ground; 2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, 
and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And 
they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. 3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and 
they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake 
unleavened bread, and they did eat. 
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Like Abraham, Lot watches for opportunity to be hospitable. He sits at the gate and when the 
opportunity arises, he rises up to meet it. The strangers are honored, refreshed, nourished, and 
lodged. The difference between the practice of hospitality between Abraham and Lot is 
Abraham’s watchfulness was protective of his household and Lot’s was protective of the 
strangers. 
 
Unnamed Woman: 

Luke 7:36-50 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And 
he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 37 And, behold, a woman in the city, 
which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an 
alabaster box of ointment, 38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his 
feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed 
them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within 
himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of 
woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 40 And Jesus answering said unto him, 
Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 41 There was a certain 
creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 42 And 
when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will 
love him most? 43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he 
said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, 
Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my 
feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 45 
Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my 
feet. 46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with 
ointment. 47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she 
loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 48 And he said unto her, Thy 
sins are forgiven. 49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is 
this that forgiveth sins also? 50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in 
peace. 

 
Jesus gives the Pharisee an object lesson in hospitality by comparing the actions of the woman 
to the actions of the Pharisee, but He also provides a lesson on what faith produces: works that 
honor Him. 
 
Martha: 

Luke 10:38-42 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a 
certain woman named Martha received him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called 
Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. 40 But Martha was cumbered about 
much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to 
serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, 
Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 42 But one thing is 
needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from 
her. 

 
Martha was not wrong to receive Jesus and to serve him and his disciples. But Jesus explains to 
her that her work of love in hospitality is not to be her first priority. The love of God (and the 
Word of God) expressed in faith (as by Mary in this example) must come first before the love of 
neighbor or brethren may be expressed in works. Martha was “cumbered”, “careful and 
troubled” about her practice of hospitality. Like Martha, Jesus wants us to have joy in our works, 
not sorrow. It is faith in God drives our hospitality and a balance between faith and works must 
be maintained, because both are necessary to experience joy our Christian life. 
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Lydia: 
Acts 16:14-15 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, 
which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things 
which were spoken of Paul. 15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought 
us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and 
abide there. And she constrained us. 
 
Acts 16:40 And they (Paul and Silas) went out of the prison, and entered into the house of 
Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed. 

 
Both Martha and Lydia were (likely) widows and householders. 
 

1 Timothy 5:9-10 Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, 
having been the wife of one man, 10 Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up 
children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have 
relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work. 

 
Both Martha and Lydia courageously practice their hospitality without fear of man. To associate 
with Jesus or his apostles and disciples and to care for them in love was, is, and will continue to 
be a dangerous thing to do.  
 

1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

 
Faith by Works: 
 

James 2:14-26 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 
16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what 
doth it profit? 17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18 Yea, a man 
may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will 
shew thee my faith by my works. 19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the 
devils also believe, and tremble. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works 
is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son 
upon the altar? 22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith 
made perfect? 23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 24 Ye see then how that 
by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise also was not Rahab the 
harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another 
way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 

 
Like Abraham, Lot, the Unnamed Woman, Martha, and Lydia, it is faith in God, paired with 
works, that produces the practice of hospitality. Hospitality is the revelation of faith in the 
Christian. It is one way in which our love of God, neighbor, and brethren is demonstrated. 
 
Love of God: 
 

Matthew 10:40-42 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth 
him that sent me. 41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's 
reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man's reward. 42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall 
in no wise lose his reward. 
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Matthew 25:31-46 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all 
nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 
Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a 
stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee 
sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I 
was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
me not. 44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or 
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall 
he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of 
these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the 
righteous into life eternal. 

 
How do we love God? Through faith and works. By what we do in faith to mankind. Particularly 
through hospitality: the works of nourishing, lodging, clothing, visiting, and encouraging.  
 
A person may be known (guests/brethren) or unknown (strangers/neighbors) to us, but we are 
commanded to practice hospitality to both. 
 
Love of Neighbor (philonexia): 
  

Hebrews 13:2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers (philonexia): for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 
 
Romans 12:13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality (philonexia). 

 
The practice of love demonstrated in hospitality is so important that Paul established it as a 
requirement for bishops (elders) that be hospitable to both brethren and neighbor. Bishops are 
to be “ensamples to the flock” (1 Peter 5:3). 
 
Love of Brethren (philoxenos): 
 

1 Timothy 3:2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of 
good behaviour, given to hospitality (philoxenos), apt to teach; 

 
Titus 1:8 But a lover of hospitality (philonexia), a lover of good men (philoxenos), sober, 
just, holy, temperate; 

 
1 Peter 4:8-10 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity 
shall cover the multitude of sins. 9 Use hospitality (philoxenos) one to another without 
grudging. 10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

 
Hospitality is a necessary ministry of love to God, neighbor, and brethren.  


