
March 24, 2019 PM Message Page 1 
 Dr. Don Gommesen 

“By My Spirit” 

Zechariah 4:1-10 
 

INTRO: 

 

 In one of our hymns in our hymnal there is a vitally important truth. The hymn is 

“Rise Up, O Church of God.” Originally the title was “Rise Up, O Men of God.” The line I 

am talking about reads: “Rise up, O men of God! / The church for you doth wait/ Her 

strength unequal to her task/ Rise up and make her great.” While many today may think 

our strength is more than equal to our task, the fact is we cannot do the works God set 

out for us to do unless we have His help. When we preach the Gospel we are like 

Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones. We are presenting the Gospel of life to dead people. 

We are in a very real sense preaching in a cemetery. In short, we are called upon to do 

a job which is, apart from God, impossible to do. 

 

 How then to we undertake such a task? We will learn from Zechariah who was given 

to Israel to motivate the remnant of Israel, and encourage Zerubbabel, the leader of the 

Jews, to rebuild the Temple. Before, when Zerubbabel tried, trouble came, and an army 

made him cease building. Sixteen years passed. Then, the LORD sent two prophets, 

Haggai and Zechariah, to wake up Israel and finish rebuilding the Temple, a task which 

must have seemed almost impossible to Zerubbabel. So, God sent a vision to Zechariah, 

the Prophet, just for our man Zerubbabel. We find this vision in Zechariah 4. 

  I. The Vision Described (v. 1-5) 

II. The Vision Applied (v. 6-10) 

 

I. The Vision Described (v. 1-5) 

 

A.  Zechariah was wakened by an angel in verse 1 and he saw a vision of a 

lampstand. The Hebrew word is menorah. Like the lampstand in the Temple it is made 

of gold and it has seven lamps on it. We read his description in verses 2 and 3.  

“And he said to me, ‘What do you see?’ So I said, “I am looking, and there is a 

lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, and on the stand seven lamps 

with seven pipes to the seven lamps. Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of 

the bowl and the other at its left.” 

 

B. This lampstand, unlike the one in the Tabernacle has a bowl on top of it filled with 

olive oil, the fuel of the lamps. From the bowl there are forty nine tubes running from 

the bowl, seven to each lamp. In addition to this there were two olive trees standing 

next to the lampstand. We learn from verse 12 these two olive trees actually feed 

the bowl which feeds the lamp.   
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“And I further answered and said to him, ‘What are these two olive branches that 

drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the golden oil 

drains?’” 

 

C. The picture then is of a lampstand with lamps and an endless supply of oil for the 

lamps. What does this all mean? Zechariah asked this very question of the angel in 

verses 4 and 5.  

“So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, ‘What are 

these, my lord?’ Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, 

‘Do you not know what these are?’ And I said, ‘No, my lord.’” 

 

1. The Angel in interpreting the vision rushes right to the point of the vision which 

is a message for Zerubbabel. 

 

2. But before we rush ahead to hear that application let us look at the heart of the 

vision and see a little of what this symbolism might mean. Clearly, this symbolism 

is common in both the Old and New Testament. It speaks most clearly of the 

work of God going forward. We see this in John’s vision in the Book of 

Revelation. In Revelation 1 John saw the glorified Lord Jesus.  

“Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw 

seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the 

Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest 

with a golden band.”  

We read a little further on the meaning of the symbolism.  

“The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven 

golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 

the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.”  

The seven lampstands represent the seven local churches to whom John was to 

write. While the church does not exist in the Old Testament, this indicates the 

lampstand is a type of the work of God. This is a message to Zerubbabel about 

how God works in accomplishing His task. 

 

II. The Vision Applied (v. 6-10) 

 

A. Having studied the description of the vision, let us then learn what it means. Here 

is the meaning as supplied by the angel.  

“So he answered and said to me:  ‘This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 

‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts.  ‘Who are 

you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he 

shall bring forth the capstone with shouts of “Grace, grace to it.”  

 

B. This vision is a message specifically for our man Zerubbabel. The thrust of the 

message is clear. The Covenant keeping, ever faithful God of Israel, Who is Lord 
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over all the armies of heaven and earth, says to Zerubbabel, “Not by might nor by 

power, but by My Spirit.” What is not by might or power but by God’s Spirit? It is 

the accomplishing of the work God wanted him to do. Zerubbabel looked at the task 

of rebuilding the Temple in the same way we all do. He compared the job with the 

resources available and he came up short. 

 

1 After all who was going to deal with the opposition army who stopped them 

before? Who was going to satisfy those disgruntles who wept at the laying of the 

foundation of the Temple because they thought the glory of the latter wasn’t 

going to compare to glory of the first Temple? Who was going to give the people 

a mind to work? The job was obviously bigger than Zerubbabel and his puny 

resources. It is to this thinking that this vision was sent to speak. 

 

2. The LORD told Zerubbabel, “You are not going to accomplish the work of God 

in the strength of the arm of the flesh.  Your resources are never going to be 

enough to meet the need.  While, it is wise to count the cost, but you must factor 

the LORD in the equations.” The work will not be done in the might of an army, or 

in the strength of man, it can only be done in the power of the Spirit of God!  

God’s power and provision is endless. 

 

C. We can almost hear Zerubbabel’s response, “What about this obstacle. The 

Persian King could put an end to the job like he did the first time. What about the 

great mountain facing us?” Hear the promise.  

“‘Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain!  

And he shall bring forth the capstone with shouts of “Grace, grace to it!”  

The mountain shall become a plain, the job will be done and you will put the final 

stone in place. Zerubbabel, you began the work, you will finish it. And when you do, 

you will give all the glory to the LORD, who made it happen. 

 

D. The LORD adds an even greater promises.  

“Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying: ‘The hands of Zerubbabel 

have laid the foundation of this temple; His hands shall also finish it. Then you 

will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. For who has despised the 

day of small things?”  

 

1. This is a great promise to Zerubbabel. In fact, to hear God’s promise must 

have invigorated him for the work. I have to tell you how God brought down the 

mountain. We read in Ezra that as soon as they began work again, trouble 

makers showed up again and threatened to write to the king. This time King 

Darius found the record of the decree that Cyrus made to build the temple. These 

guys who waited impatiently for the King’s direction to destroy the Jews, now had 

to pay for the construction. Suddenly the mountain was a plain! 
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2. I particularly like the phrase in verse 10,  

“For who has despised the day of small things.”  

The little band who came back from exile was not big. The Temple they built did 

not begin to measure up to the old Temple in physical glory and size. Yet, little is 

much when God is in it and it is in the little things that frequently God glorifies 

Himself the most. Don’t be discouraged little flock. God has greater things in 

store for you. 

 

D.  Beloved, what the angel of the LORD said to Zerubbabel is still true today.  

 

1. The work of God does not go forward by power or by might, but by the power 

of His Spirit God chooses to do great things with people who have little strength. 

He turns mountains into plains for His glory. 

 

2. This is true for churches who belong to Him. It is also true for individuals. If you 

are struggling with something in your life, hear the words of the angel. It is not by 

power, nor by might, but by My Spirit says the LORD of hosts. He still is able to 

deliver us and help us live lives that bring glory to His eternal name. Let us grasp 

this promise and not forget it. If we trust, God may do great things in us and 

through us and let us not forget to shout “It is grace!” when He does those 

things for us! 

 

Little Is Much When God Is in It 


