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1 Corinthians 4:6-8 
 
6a  And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to 
Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is 
written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another.   
 
What are “these things” that Paul “transferred” to himself and to Apollos for the sake of the 
congregation at Corinth? Paul was addressing the divisions in the congregation. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:12-13  Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of 
Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.  13  Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for 
you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 

 
1 Corinthians 3:5  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 

 
1 Corinthians 3:6-7  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  7  So 
then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the 
increase. 

 
Paul uses himself, Apollos, and Peter, as examples of ministers who work together, whose work 
is only effectual if the work of God precedes it and continues with it, to bear fruit in the 
congregations of God. The ministers of God are not to work against one another and to divide 
the congregation. This can only happen if the minister and the congregation have a wrong view 
of the minister’s role, which was the situation in Corinth. 
 
6b  And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your 
sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that 
no one of you be puffed up for one against another.   
 
Elevating men lowers God in the minds of men. Paul’s examples of himself, Apollos, and Peter 
are intended to show that though God gives wisdom, knowledge, and power to men for the 
purpose of the ministry, it is still God who is the source and the foundation of all of their gifts. 
God’s children must have trust, confidence, and hope in God as their source and foundation of 
their attitude toward men and the works of men. 
  

Psalms 118:8  It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man. 

 
Jeremiah 17:5  Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD. 

 
Jeremiah 17:7  Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the 
LORD is. 

 
Jesus tells his disciples that they must consider themselves, other men, and the works of other 
men differently than what they observed happening in the lives of their religious leaders. 
 

Matthew 23:8-12  But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and 
all ye are brethren.  9  And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, 
which is in heaven.  10  Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even 
Christ.  11  But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.  12  And whosoever 
shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 
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Paul reiterates Jesus’ emphasis upon humility and servanthood in ministers and in the same 
way points to the one who is due all the glory for ministry. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:21-23  Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are 
yours;  22  Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, 
or things to come; all are yours;  23  And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 

 
Now Paul explains why he gave the examples of himself, Apollos, and Peter ministering together 
in unity, giving glory to God and Jesus Christ only, and having trust, confidence, and hope in the 
work of God for their ministries: that the congregation might follow their example and stop 
elevating men and lowering God in their minds. 
 
6c  And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your 
sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of 
you be puffed up for one against another.   
 
Jesus tells his disciples: “he that is greatest among you shall be your servant” and “he that shall 
humble himself shall be exalted”, so the way to prevent being “puffed up” (inflated, proud, 
haughty) is to follow the examples of Jesus and his apostles in servanthood and humility. 
 

Philippians 2:5-8  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  6  Who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7  But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men:  8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 

 
7a  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not 
receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?   
 

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

 
Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 
All men have sinned. All men are condemned to death. All men are the same before God without 
Jesus Christ. They do not differ from one another in condemnation. 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:  14  Whereunto he called 
you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Titus 3:3-7  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.  4  But after that 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,  5  Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  6  Which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;  7  That being justified by his grace, we 
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

All God’s children are saved in Jesus Christ and in him alone. Salvation is entirely God’s 
sovereign work by him alone. They do not differ from one another in salvation. 
 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
3/22/2020 
1 Corinthians 4:6-8 

3 

 

7b For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not 
receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?  
 

James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
 

All good things that God’s children receive or have are from God. All good gifts are given 
because of God’s unmerited favor (grace). It is a serious error in man’s judgment to assume that 
they are owed gifts from God on their own merit. Rather, God gives gifts to men for his use and 
for his glory. 

 
Romans 12:4-8  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the 
same office:  5  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of 
another.  6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, 
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;  7  Or ministry, let us 
wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  8  Or he that exhorteth, on 
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that 
sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5  And 
there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  6  And there are diversities 
of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  7  But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

 
The purpose of what God’s children have from God is to “profit withal”. To profit all in that 
manner, all gifts must be received, used, and viewed with love for all. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more 
excellent way. 

 
7c  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?   
  

1 Corinthians 13:2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not 
charity, I am nothing. 

 
Paul is telling the congregation at Corinth that they were hypocritically responding as though 
their gifts were not gifts at all, but rather were obligations or payments based upon who they 
were. It was, to them, as if God owed them the gospel, their ministers, and even their salvation. 
So much so that Paul turns to sarcasm. 
 
8a  Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God 
ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.   
 
The Corinthians were full of pride.  
 

Proverbs 29:23  A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble 
in spirit. 

 
Galatians 6:3  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he 
deceiveth himself. 
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8b  Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God 
ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.   
 
The Corinthians were rich toward themselves not toward God. 
 

Proverbs 13:7  There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh 
himself poor, yet hath great riches. 
 

Luke 12:19-21  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night 
thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided?  21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God. 
 

8c  Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to 
God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.   
 
The Corinthians had become kings within kingdoms of their own design. Their divided 
kingdoms were based upon worldly position, wealth, and pride.  
 

Psalms 12:1-4  Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among 
the children of men.  2  They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips 
and with a double heart do they speak.  3  The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and 
the tongue that speaketh proud things:  4  Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; 
our lips are our own: who is lord over us? 

 
Jesus condemned such division. 
 

Luke 18:9-14  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others:  10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; 
the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.  11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, 
or even as this publican.  12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I 
possess.  13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto 
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.  14  I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth 
himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

 
8c  Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God 
ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.   
 
Paul reiterates his desire that the Corinthians abandon their divisions (no longer be “puffed up”) 
and unify with him in God through Jesus Christ. His desire that they reign together is predicated 
upon the active work of God in their hearts, which produces good works and establishes God’s 
rule and dominion in their lives, rather than their own. 
 

Colossians 3:12-15  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering;  13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man 
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  14  And above all 
these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  15  And let the peace 
of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful. 


