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We have been reading the history written by Nehemiah, a Jew and the cup bearer to the king of 
Persia, of the Jews who had come out of Babylonian captivity and had come into their native 
land of Judah and specifically the city of Jerusalem. We have been comparing the state of Judah 
within the kingdom of Persia, with the state of the congregations of God (Christian churches) 
within the United States of America. Let’s refresh our memories from the first four verses of 
chapter one. 

 
Nehemiah 1:1-3  The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the 
month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace,  2  That Hanani, one of my 
brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had 
escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.  3  And they said unto me, 
The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: 
the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.   
 

In verses one through three, we learned: 
• In order to stand on truth, our news must come from an eyewitness, original, 

trustworthy, source. Our truth must come from God’s word. 
• Our true allegiance and concern must always be for God’s kingdom first, before any 

earthly kingdom, no matter how comfortable, powerful, or influential we might be in that 
kingdom. We must seek God’s kingdom first. 

• Our need for spiritual liberty supersedes our need for civil liberty. We must have 
freedom from sin through Jesus Christ. 

• God may restrict or remove our rights to bring us to repentance and dependence upon 
him. We must repent of our sin against God. 

 
Nehemiah 1:4  And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven, 

 
In verse four, we learned: Our response to the spiritual and physical condition of our selves, our 
congregations, and our nation should be weeping, mourning, fasting and prayer.  
  
In verses five through eleven, we will read Nehemiah’s prayer “before the God of heaven”. 
 
Let’s begin with a simple definition of prayer: The Hebrew word used by Nehemiah is palal, 
which is most commonly translated (75 of 81 times in the Old Testament) as “pray”, “prayed”, 
“praying”, “prayeth”, and “prayer”. It means (according to Strongs), simply, to “make 
supplication” to someone. In Nehemiah’s case, it is him making supplication to God. 
“Supplication” is not too common of a word today, so we’ll define it (from Webster’s) as 
“entreaty, petition, and earnest request”. In other words, to pray is to ask someone for 
something. But to pray to God is to do a bit more than ask. 
 
First, personal (not public) prayer to God such as Nehemiah’s is to be done in a private and 
extemporaneous manner. 
 

Matthew 6:5-8  And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they 
love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of 
men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.  6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  7  But when ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking.  8  Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have 
need of, before ye ask him.  
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Second, prayer to God is to acknowledge (worship) who God is, what he has done, what he is 
doing, and what he will do, in providing, forgiving, leading, and delivering us in his eternal 
kingdom, by his power, and for his glory. 
 

Matthew 6:9-13  After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.  10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.  11  Give us this day our daily bread.  12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors.  13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

Third, prayer to God is asking God in the belief that God will answer and give what is asked. 
  

Matthew 21:22  And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive. 

 
Fourth, prayer to God is both worshipping and asking. 
 

Ephesians 6:18a  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit… 
 
Philippians 4:6b …in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. 

 
Now, knowing the essentials of what prayer is, let us study and apply Nehemiah’s prayer. 
Remember that his prayer and ours ought to be accompanied by weeping, mourning, and fasting 
over the condition of our selves, our congregations, and our nation. 
 
5  And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that 
keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his 
commandments:   
 
Nehemiah uses scripture (history) to acknowledge and worship God.  
 

Exodus 20:6  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. 

 
Praying scripture (history) gives us the ability to remind ourselves of what God has promised 
and to consider whether we meet God’s criteria for his promised blessings. 
 

John 14:23-24a  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him.  24a  He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings… 
 
1 John 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us. 

 
Our prayers should be based upon God’s revealed word. 
 
6a  Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the 
prayer of thy servant, 
 
Nehemiah calls on God to listen to him and watch him as he prays.  
 

Psalms 86:1  Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy. 
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Job 22:27a  Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee… 
 

We can recall from the previous lesson that God only hears and responds to those who are 
righteous in Jesus. We must be right with God before God will listen to us. 
 
Our prayers should be predicated upon our righteousness before God through Jesus. 
 
6b which I pray before thee now, day and night,  
 
Nehemiah’s prayer was not formal, rote, public, prayer. It was an informal yet sincere, 
extemporaneous, personal prayer which was continually being submitted to God. Nehemiah’s 
commitment to prayer should encourage us ask God continually and to not give up until we 
receive an answer from him.  
 

Luke 18:1-8  And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint;  2  Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither 
regarded man:  3  And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me 
of mine adversary.  4  And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though 
I fear not God, nor regard man;  5  Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by 
her continual coming she weary me.  6  And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.  7  
And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them?  8  I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 

 
Our prayers should be timely. When we perceive a need for our selves or for others, we should 
pray immediately, whether we are praying praise, or thanksgiving, or requests. 
 

Romans 12:12b  …continuing instant in prayer; 
 
Our prayers should be consistent throughout the “day and night” as Nehemiah’s example 
demonstrates. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:17  Pray without ceasing. 
 
6c for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of 
Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house have 
sinned. 7  We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst 
thy servant Moses.   
 
Nehemiah confesses his own sin and the sin of his family against God. Confession is 
commanded as a part of the process of repentance, whether the sin be against God or man.  
 

Leviticus 26:40  If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their 
fathers, with their trespass which they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked 
contrary unto me; 

 
Our prayers should be confessional but hopeful, trusting in God’s faithfulness to his promises. 
 

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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8  Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, 
saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations:  9  But if ye 
turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of 
you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from 
thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there. 
10  Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy 
great power, and by thy strong hand.   
 

Leviticus 26:40-45  If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with 
their trespass which they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me;  
41  And that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of 
their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the 
punishment of their iniquity:  42  Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also 
my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will 
remember the land.  43  The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while 
she lieth desolate without them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity: 
because, even because they despised my judgments, and because their soul abhorred my 
statutes.  44  And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not 
cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my 
covenant with them: for I am the LORD their God.  45  But I will for their sakes 
remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt 
in the sight of the heathen, that I might be their God: I am the LORD. 

 
Again, Nehemiah reminds himself of God’s promises from the scriptures (history) as he prays. 
God does not need reminding, but he commands that his children remember who he is (“I am 
the LORD”) and what he has promised (“the covenant”). Specifically, that God would restore 
them (“the children of Israel”) to Judah and Jerusalem, which was underway, but had not yet 
been fully accomplished. 
 
Our prayers should seek the fulfillment of God’s promises for the restoration of his 
congregations and the revelation of his kingdom. 
 
11a  O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy 
servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name:  
 
Nehemiah calls upon God to hear not only his prayers but also the prayers of all those who fear 
God. This part of his prayer, for him as “servant” and for the other Jews as “servants”, is 
intercessory. It reveals Nehemiah’s pastoral heart, that he would pray in this way for the 
congregation of God in Judah and Jerusalem. So those who are given jurisdictional authority 
within God’s kingdom ought to pray for those who are in their care: husbands for wives, parents 
for children, pastors for congregations, employers for employees, civil servants for constituents. 
 
Our prayers should be intercessory for those who are under our God-given authority. 
 
11b and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight 
of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer. 
 
This is the summation of Nehemiah’s prayer. This single request to “grant him mercy in the 
sight of” King Artaxerxes to present the plight of the Jews when he brought the king his wine. It 
is a singular request, not a long list of wants and wishes. It is the very next and most necessary 
thing and nothing else. If we could learn this lesson from Nehemiah’s prayer it would be 
enough: our requests should be specific to the immediate need or want. In the next lesson we 
will discover how God answered Nehemiah as he presented his request to the King. 


