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Nehemiah 2:1-8  
 
1a  And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the 
king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king.  
 
Months had passed since Nehemiah presented his request to God in Chisleu (November) and it 
was now Nisan (March): 
 

Nehemiah 1:11  O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy 
servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray 
thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the 
king's cupbearer. 

 
Why did Nehemiah delay? 
 

Esther 4:11  All the king's servants, and the people of the king's provinces, do know, that 
whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, 
who is not called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except such to whom 
the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live: but I have not been called to 
come in unto the king these thirty days. 

 
Hawker: Thus, Reader, our gracious God, though hearing, and sometimes answering prayer, before 
his people ask, according to his promise, yet is pleased even when he hath determined to fulfil 
their desires, not unfrequently by way of giving occasion to exercise faith upon his covenant faithfulness 
and love in his dear Son, to make the blessing by delay yet more sweet and precious. 
 

Romans 5:3  And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience; 
 
James 1:3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

 
What did Nehemiah do while he was waiting?  
 

Nehemiah 1:4  And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven, 

 
Nehemiah also prepared for what he would say and what he would request when he went before 
the king. He probably gathered more details about the state of the congregation in Judah and 
Jerusalem, about the labor and materials that would be required to rebuild the gates and walls 
of the city, and about the state of their enemies in the land. 
 

Luke 14:28-30  For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and 
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?  29  Lest haply, after he hath laid the 
foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,  30  Saying, This man 
began to build, and was not able to finish. 

 
Henry: When Nehemiah had prayed for the relief of his countrymen, and perhaps in David's words (Psa 
51:18, Build thou the walls of Jerusalem), he did not sit still and say, “Let God now do his own work, for 
I have no more to do,” but set himself to forecast what he could do towards it. Our prayers 
must be seconded with our serious endeavours, else we mock God. 
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1. The first principle we can take from these scriptures is that patient preparation is 
necessary when waiting for the opportunity to communicate with our civil government 
representatives. That preparation includes the spiritual disciplines, but also the mental and 
physical knowledge and skills to present our case before the authorities. 
 
1b Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence.   
 
Indicating that Nehemiah’s usual countenance was cheerful when going before the king as it 
should have been if all had been well in the province of Judah. 
 

Proverbs 29:2  When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the 
wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.  

 
2a  Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art 
not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart.  
 

Proverbs 15:13  A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart 
the spirit is broken. 

 
Nehemiah did not attempt to hide his sorrow (weeping and mourning) from the king. There is 
no indication that he failed to perform his duties as cupbearer, but that while he performed his 
duties, his normal attitude was affected by his concerns for the people in Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

Esther 4:2  And came even before the king's gate: for none might enter into the king's 
gate clothed with sackcloth. 

 
2b Then I was very sore afraid,  
 
Nehemiah was rightfully afraid, for the Persian kings were absolute in their judgment and 
power. If he was judged to have offended the king with his sad countenance, the king had power 
to do as he would as punishment, even death. 
 

Matthew 20:25  But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the 
Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority 
upon them. 

 
2. The second principle we can take from these scriptures is when addressing the civil 
government, the expression of our emotions is an avenue of gaining the attention of our 
representatives. However, as Nehemiah demonstrates, emotion must be accompanied by other 
things. 
 
3a  And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever:  
 
3. The third principle we can take from these scriptures is our emotional expressions must be 
accompanied by respect for God-given position, power, and authority.  
 

1 Peter 2:17  Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 
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Romans 13:1-7  Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power 
but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.  2  Whosoever therefore resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.  
3  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:  4  For he 
is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he 
beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil.  5  Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience sake.  6  For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, 
attending continually upon this very thing.  7  Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. 

 
To have a positive outcome, this principle must maintain two conditions: 1. The subject must be 
good standing according to God’s moral law (doing good not evil). 2. The ruler must act within 
the constraints of God’s moral law as applied in the jurisdiction of the civil government (bearing 
the sword and revenging evil). Nehemiah comes before Artaxerxes in good standing according to 
God’s moral law. 
 
3b why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' 
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?   
 
This is the explanation for Nehemiah’s request: Jerusalem is in shambles and that condition has 
made him sad.  
 
4. The fourth principle we can take from these scriptures is our emotional expressions must 
be accompanied by truthful supporting information. We must not attempt to deceive (be evil in 
an attempt to do good) by providing the civil government anything other than the truth. Even if 
the civil government rejects truth due to being in violation of God’s moral law and operating 
outside of their God-ordained jurisdiction, we must still be truthful in all our dealings. 
 
4a  Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request?  
 
Nehemiah has the king’s full attention: he has come before the king, expressed his emotions, 
honored the king, and presented the truth about what has happened. Artaxerxes responds as “a 
minister of God … for good” and asks Nehemiah for his request. This is what Nehemiah had 
asked God for: to prosper him to make his request and to grant him mercy to the king. 
 
4b So I prayed to the God of heaven.   
 
5. The fifth principle we can take from these scriptures is to always pray to God in the 
presence of human authority and power. For who else can we turn to in these times? Other 
men? No! The God in whose had the heart of the king is!  
 

Proverbs 21:1  The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he 
turneth it whithersoever he will. 

 
Nehemiah’s prayer was a silent prayer lifted up to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords who rules 
in the kingdoms of men. God has authority over all and Nehemiah prayer was likely a repetition 
of the same request he had been asking for months: prosper me and grant me mercy with this 
man. 
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5  And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found 
favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my 
fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it.   
 
Nehemiah stays on subject. He does not get distracted by having the full attention of the king 
(and queen) only to veer off to other requests that happen to come to his mind. He is specific: 
“send me unto Judah” and unto the city of Jerusalem, “that I may build it”.  
 
6. The sixth principle we can take from these scriptures is to be prepared to be specific. When 
we come before our representatives in civil government, we must realize that we are one of many 
thousands or even millions of citizens who come to them daily. Our requests must be what the 
U.S. military calls B.L.U.F.: “bottom line up front” and must follow K.I.S.S.: “keep it simple (for) 
stupid”. Details on how to accomplish what is being requested will follow. 
 
6a  And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall 
thy journey be? and when wilt thou return?  
 
The king (and queen) rightfully have some questions for Nehemiah regarding the logistics 
associated to his request. Nehemiah is prepared to answer. 
 
6b So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.   
 
That is, Nehemiah, answered the king (and queen) specifically about the duration of his journey 
and, perceiving the positive response of the king, used the opportunity to add a few simple 
requests. 
 
7  Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the 
governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah;   
 
For protections in passage through the other provinces. 
 
8a  And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me 
timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, 
and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into.  
 
For provisions to rebuild the gates, walls, and houses.  
 
Nehemiah’s requests were directly associated to his original request of the king: “send me unto 
Judah” (protections) and unto the city of Jerusalem, “that I may build it” (provisions).  
 
7. The seventh principle we can take from these scriptures is to only ask for additional 
protections or provisions specific to the original request. Our representatives in civil 
government have a limited God-ordained jurisdiction. When we request that civil government 
provide protections or provisions outside of their jurisdiction, we are violating God’s moral law 
and our own consciences. 
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8b And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 
 
8. The eighth principle we can take from these scriptures is to continuously acknowledge our 
dependency for success is upon God in the first, God in the middle, in the God last of our 
endeavor. Our success in any undertaking is not dependent upon our selves, or our civil 
government, but is entirely dependent upon God’s blessing. 
 
8 principles for interaction with civil government: 

1. Patient preparation is necessary when waiting for the opportunity to communicate with 
our civil government representatives. 

2. When addressing the civil government, the expression of our emotions is an avenue of 
gaining the attention of our representatives. 

3. Our emotional expressions must be accompanied by respect for God-given position, 
power, and authority. 

4. Our emotional expressions must be accompanied by truthful supporting information. 
5. Always pray to God in the presence of human authority and power. 
6. Be prepared to be specific. 
7. Only ask for additional protections or provisions specific to the original request. 
8. Continuously acknowledge our dependency for success is upon God in the first, God in 

the middle, in the God last of our endeavor. 


