
The only true meaning of Scripture is the author-intended / Spirit-intended meaning of Scripture.

The History of the Bible

INTERPRETATION

Four Keys To Biblical Interpreta�on
1) Literal

The Bible means what it says and says what it means.

Scripture is not wri�en to confuse us. It is wri�en to enlighten 

us. Thus, the clear sense is the true sense. This does not deny 

that the Biblical writers used figures of speech and other 

literary tools like metaphors. But such literary devices can be 

iden�fied and understood plainly.

2) Historical

The text cannot mean what it never meant.

Scripture was reader “for” the modern reader, but it was not 

wri�en “to” the modern reader. Approaching the Scriptures 

through historical interpreta�on will o�en challenge long-held 

misconcep�ons about well-known passages.

3) Gramma�cal

To know what the Word means, learn what its words mean.

Gramma�cal interpreta�on is the study of individual words 

and phrases in the Bible. It is helpful, but not required, to 

learn these words in the original languages. Resources like 

Bible dic�onaries, lexicons, word studies are helpful, while a 

good study Bible is an invaluable resource.

4) Contextual

Every text has a context.

We must ask the ques�ons: who wrote this? to whom was it 

wri�en? when was it wri�en? what was the purpose? The 

nearest context (what is immediately before and a�er) should 

be given the most weight, however the meaning must be 

consistent with the whole chapter, book and the totality of 

scripture.
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