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We are continuing the series on our church covenant which states in its third paragraph: “We also agree, with 
God’s assistance to pray in our families17”. So it is that we said that we needed to know something of the 
government of the family.  
 
Earlier in the series, we established that the basis of productive biblical human society is a union by God of two 
individuals of the opposite sex in marriage, who as man (a male and husband) and woman (a female and wife) 
along with their offspring (male and female children), can together take dominion, and be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish, and subdue in the earth as Adam and Eve were commanded before the fall into sin.  
 
And we discovered that the biblical family government of husband, wife, and children is then critical to the 
visible church, for individuals become family members, and family members become church members, and 
church members become the church.  
 
The visible kingdom of God on earth is populated with those individuals, families, members, and churches who 
are commanded and enabled by God the Father, through Jesus Christ the Son, in the Holy Ghost, to fulfill both 
the creation mandate of Genesis 1:28 and the great commission of Matthew 28:18-20. For these lessons on 
wives and husbands, we will reference Peter’s first epistle: 
 
1 Peter 3:1-7 1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; 2 While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with 
fear. 3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of 
apparel; 4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who 
trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: 6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 7 Likewise, ye 
husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 
 
This is the second part from verse 7 on husbands. In the previous lesson, we covered:  
 
7a Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 
 
Both the wife and the husband are introduced with the word “likewise” which points both of them back to the 
example of Jesus Christ in the previous chapter:  
 

1 Peter 2:19-23 19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were 
ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 
22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 

 
7b Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 
 
From the scriptures, we learned that husbands are to “dwell with” their wives according to: 

• Knowledge of her origin and role as help meet. 
• Knowledge of the marriage relationship as God intended. 
• Knowledge of and care for her physical needs. 
• Knowledge of her role as his glory and their equality in God. 
• Knowledge of her spiritual needs and his role as her instructor and guide. 
• Knowledge of his position of headship. 
• Knowledge of his responsibility to love and self-sacrifice. 
• Knowledge that his marriage is not he and his wife alone. 
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Because it is not enough for husbands only to dwell with, and only to know all those things about their wives 
(and themselves), Peter commands that husbands use their knowledge to understand their wives and their 
marriages. Consider Jesus Christ. Does he only know of his wife, his church, or does he dwell with her by the 
Holy Ghost, and understand her and his marriage to her in absolute perfection? That is the goal for husbands: 
to dwell, know, and understand their wives like Jesus Christ does the church. 
 
7c Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto 
the weaker vessel, 
 
What is the meaning of vessel? The Greek word skeuos means instrument or tool. It is something created for a 
specific useful purpose, such as a wife created to be a help meet in Genesis 2. 
 
God’s description of his purpose for Saul of Tarsus (Paul) is a good example of the usage of the word vessel. 
 

Acts 9:15-16 15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer 
for my name's sake. 

 
Gill on verse 15 “a choice and excellent one, full of the heavenly treasure of the Gospel, full of the gifts and graces of the 
Spirit, and so very fit and richly qualified for the use and service of Christ; and was, "a vessel of desire", or a desirable one, 
as the Jews speak: or he was, to render the words literally, "a vessel of election"; both an instrument gathering in the 
election, or the elect of God, through the preaching of the Gospel; and was himself chosen of God, both to grace and glory, 
a vessel of mercy, and of honour prepared for glory; and was separated, predestinated, and appointed to the Gospel of 
God, to preach it among the Gentiles;” 
 
Paul’s description of our purpose as vessels provides more understanding of the use of the word. 
 

2 Corinthians 4:6-7 6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 

 
Though the wife is a “chosen vessel” for God’s creation mandate through marriage and an “earthen vessel” for 
God’s great commission through salvation as a Christian, we must return to the beginning again to understand 
Peter’s statement about her as “the weaker vessel”. 
 

Genesis 3:1-5 1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. 
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the 
woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And 
the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.  

 
“That old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world,” (Revelation 12:9) being 
cunning, knew the weakness of the woman: she was easier to deceive.  
 

Genesis 3:6-7 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

 
But, although Eve was deceived first, the “old serpent” also knew the weakness of the man: he loved his wife, he 
wanted to be with his wife, he was willing to die with his wife. Adam was not deceived, but rather he directly 
disobeyed God in that “he did eat”. The role God had established for him and his wife, Eve, had been reversed: 
Adam allowed Eve to guide him. 
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Genesis 3:11b-13 11b Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat ? 12 
And the man said , The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat. 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done ? And the woman said , The 
serpent beguiled me , and I did eat.  

 
And, Adam blamed God and Eve for his sin: “the woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me...and I 
did eat.” So, though Adam was responsible for the violation of the law as it had been given to him to keep and 
enforce, Eve’s weakness, led them into that sin. Her weakness was being more easily deceived than Adam. 
 
But, Peter tells us, that husbands are to be “giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel”, so how do 
husbands honor their wives, considering that they are the weaker vessels? First, to “dwell with them according 
to knowledge” of their weakness, and in light of that knowledge, honoring them in various ways. 
 
By keeping their bodies for their wives only.  
 

1 Corinthians 7:4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband 
hath not power of his own body, but the wife. 

 
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

 
A husband must give up (sacrifice) the power of (authority over) his body to (for) his wife. His life for her life. 
His body for her body. His honor for her honor. When the husband keeps his body for his wife, he builds a 
relationship of trust and safety. She will not be deceived by other men when she knows he is willing to give her 
his most precious possession: “his own body”. 
 
By abstaining from fornication. 
 

Matthew 19:9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman 
have her own husband. 
 
Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God 
will judge. 
 

The scriptures make it clear that illicit sexual behavior (of any kind) is a violation of God’s plan both inside and 
outside of marriage, but there is another meaning to the word porneia which is translated “fornication” in the 
KJV. It can mean idolatry. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that 
as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and 
more. 2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, even 
your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 4 That every one of you should know 
how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the 
Gentiles which know not God: 6 That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the 
Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified . 7 For God hath not called us 
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 8 He therefore that despiseth , despiseth not man, but God, who hath 
also given unto us his holy Spirit. 

 
So, a husband must not only honor his wife by reserving his sexual needs and desires for her, but he must also 
honor her by abstaining from idolatry, including his work, his hobbies, his sports, his money, his friends, and 
anything else that would cause his wife, “as the weaker vessel” to be deceived by other men. 
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7d Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto 
the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life;  
 
The first half of Peter’s counsel to the husband is to give honor to the wife as the weaker vessel and the second 
half of his counsel is to give honor to the wife as co-heir with the husband of “the grace of life”. That is, in a 
Christian marriage, the husband should honor his wife as a sister in Jesus Christ, a child of God, as one who 
has been given God’s unmerited favor in this world and in the world to come. The grace given to him is the 
grace given to her and ought then to be the great equalizer between him and her. They have been given 
abundant grace in their temporal and eternal salvation, so should they give abundant grace to one another in 
their marriage. The husband (to whom Peter is writing) does this in various ways. 
 
By honoring what God honors. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:22-24 22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are 
necessary: 23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow 
more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 24 For our comely parts 
have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that 
part which lacked : 

 
1 Peter 3:3-4 3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel; 4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

 
Though she is “the weaker vessel”, the husband honors her as “necessary”, with “abundant honor”, as having 
“abundant comeliness” in her “meek and quiet spirit”. He bestows grace upon her as Jesus Christ bestows grace 
upon his bride, his church. 
 
By giving them the same grace and mercy given equally to all of God’s elect. 
 

Romans 9:20-23 20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to 
him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to 
make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to 
make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 23 And 
that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory. 

 
The wife and the husband are “the vessels of mercy” and are both “prepared unto glory”. They are equal before 
God and therefore, the husband must honor his wife as his equal in that sense: her roles and her 
responsibilities and her salvation in Jesus Christ and equal to his roles and his responsibilities and his 
salvation in Jesus Christ. He is not three-fourths or seven-eighths of the marriage equation, he is one-third as 
she is one-third, and they may only be whole by the mercy of God in the “grace of life”.  
 

Galatians 3:26-28 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  

 
So “the grace of life” is not for men only but for all (male and female and husband and wife) who “have put on 
Christ”. This aspect of marriage and family life cannot be emphasized enough. Families will only be governed 
well according to God’s will if there is recognition of and submission to God’s grace.  God reveals his family on 
earth through the act of baptism. God reveals human families on earth through the act of marriage. Both are 
acts of grace by God and both require grace from those given God’s grace. 
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Titus 3:3-7 3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 4 But after that the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which 
he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That being justified by his grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
Being heirs together of “the grace of life” is only by the mercy of God through salvation in Jesus Christ and 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Ghost. Christian husbands and wives share that common bond and hope 
and husbands honor their wives by acknowledging grace received and practicing grace given. 
 
7e Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the 
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 
 
Peter concludes his address to husbands with this statement, saying that to not dwell with them according to 
knowledge, to not give honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace 
of life; will cut off the husband’s prayers, or make his prayers ineffectual, or give him less of an opportunity to 
pray in the Spirit because of the discord between him and his help meet. 
 

Matthew 5:23-24 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way ; first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 

 
Therefore, husbands should “first be reconciled to” their wives, else their “prayers be…hindered”. And since in 
our church covenant we “agree, with God’s assistance to pray in our families”, the husband, as head of his 
household, should lead in prayers without hindrance.  
 

James 5:16b The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
 


