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We are continuing the series of lessons on our church covenant, in which “We also agree, with 
God’s assistance to pray in our families”. So, we are studying family government as it relates to 
church government. (We covenant (agree) to governing rules as a church.)  
 
We have already reviewed wives and husbands and the relationship between them and God we 
call marriage. And, as Justice Joseph Story said, “Marriage is the parent, not the child, of 
society”, so married couples (who are families) are foundational to the church.  
 
We see this by the consistent identification of households as being important to the work of the 
church in the scriptures. The households of Cornelius, Lydia, the Philippian jailer, Aristobulus, 
Narcissus, Stephanas, Caesar, and Onesiphorus are a few examples. Households are, generally, 
the produce of a married couple fulfilling the creation mandate, and, in the case of a Christian 
married couple, fulfilling the great commission.  
 
Jesus is King of heaven and earth, therefore, we as his priests and priestesses, kings and queens, 
husbands and wives, work through our marriages, families, and households to be the visible 
church and to spread the good news of his rule to the ends of the earth. A large way in which we 
do this is through our children and grandchildren, so the next lessons will be on the parents and 
children.  
 
What does God say about children? 
 
Married couples ought, as God wills and gives them the ability, to produce children. 
 

Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

 
Genesis 4:1-2 1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and 
said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was 
a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 
 
Genesis 4:25-26 25 And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his 
name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. 
26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began 
men to call upon the name of the LORD. 
 

Children are gifts and rewards of God to parents. 
 
Psalms 127:3-5 3 Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the 
womb is his reward. 4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of 
the youth. 5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, 
but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate. 
 
Psalms 128:1-6 1 A Song of degrees. Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh 
in his ways. 2 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be 
well with thee. 3 Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy 
children like olive plants round about thy table. 4 Behold, that thus shall the man be 
blessed that feareth the LORD. 5 The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the 
good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life. 6 Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and 
peace upon Israel. 
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Children are precious to God. 
 
Matthew 18:1-6 1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of 
them, 3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as 
this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoso shall receive one 
such little child in my name receiveth me. 6 But whoso shall offend one of these little 
ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 
Matthew 19:13-15 13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put 
his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 15 
And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence. 

 
Christian parents are to have a heart for their children, and Christian children are to have a 
heart for their parents, and both, through Jesus Christ, by the Holy Ghost, are to have a heart for 
God.  
 

Malachi 4:5-6 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD: 6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

 
Luke 1:17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. 

 
The Greek word translated to heart is kardia, defined by Thayer in this manner, “denotes the 
centre of all physical and spiritual life; the vigour and sense of physical life; the centre and seat of spiritual 
life; the soul or mind, as it is the fountain and seat of the thoughts, passions, desires, appetites, affections, 
purposes, endeavours; of the understanding, the faculty and seat of the intelligence; of the will and 
character; of the soul so far as it is affected and stirred in a bad way or good, or of the soul as the seat of 
the sensibilities, affections, emotions, desires, appetites, passions.” 
 
In other words, God wants parents and children to love him completely, and in-turn, to love one 
another completely, physically and spiritually. Love to God is carried out by parents and 
children by keeping God’s commandments. 
 

John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
 
What are God’s commands to parents (and grandparents)? 
 
Parents are to lead and command their children to follow God. 
 

Genesis 18:17-19 17 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; 18 
Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and 
judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 
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Parents are to teach their children the law of God. 
 

Deuteronomy 4:8-10 8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and 
judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? 9 Only take heed to 
thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and 
lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' 
sons; 10 Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD 
said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may 
learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their 
children. 

 
(This is the right way to make any nation great again: to teach and command God’s statutes, 
judgments, and law to generation after generation of its citizens as the supreme law of the land. 
A nation that fails to align to God’s law is doomed to fail and fall.) 
 
Parents are to disciple and teach their children in and of the Gospel of Jesus the Christ. 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen. 

 
The teaching of the law of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be educational and 
corrective. 
 

Ephesians 6:4b And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

 
The word translated as the English “nurture” is the Greek work paideia, which means both 
education and  correction. Thayer defines it as “the whole training and education of children 
(which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and employs for this purpose now 
commands and admonitions, now reproof and punishment) It also includes the training and 
care of the body”.  
 
The law of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ are to be taught to children day-in and day-out. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine 
heart: 7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up. 8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, 
and on thy gates. 

 
This is why homeschooling, including reading, catechism, prayer, and singing, is an absolute 
necessary part of a child’s education in a Christian home, whether their parents defer 
responsibility for their “formal” education to another entity or not. 
 

2 Timothy 3:14-15 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15 And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
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Parents are to teach their children their history according to God’s providence.  
 

Psalms 78:2-4 2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 3 
Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 4 We will not hide 
them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the 
LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 

 
Teaching is to be directional and purposeful. It is not only to be facts and figures. It is to point to 
God, point to Jesus Christ, point to earthly and heavenly glory. It is to be applicable to and 
practical in daily life. It is not only teaching about, but training for, life as a Christian on earth. 
 

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it. 

 
Parents are to provide for the physical and spiritual needs of their children. 
 

Matthew 7:9-12 9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a 
stone? 10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him? 12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

 
1 Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, 
he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. 

 
Parents are to judiciously and purposefully employ the rod to correct their children. 
 

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall 
drive it far from him. 
 
Proverbs 23:13-14 13 Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with 
the rod, he shall not die. 14 Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from 
hell. 
 
Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth 
his mother to shame. 
 

The parental rod of correction is to be used to produce wisdom in children. It is a necessary part 
of training up children to understand that disobedience to God brings correction from God and 
that correction brings reconciliation. 
 

2 Samuel 7:14 I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten 
him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 
 
Hebrews 12:9-11 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we 
gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby. 

 
God’s purpose for families is his glory. It is through families that he causes “the whole earth (to) be filled with his 
glory”. Therefore, the raising of righteous children should be a glorious, joyous (not grievous), work for parents who 
can say with Paul: “…let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:9) 


