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INTRODUCTION
e Tonight we are continuing in our current
study on “The Uniqueness of the Bible” by

looking at what “The Bible Tells Us About
the Existence of the Triune God.”

e \We have already seen that the Bible is the
Word of God and the Bible Can Be Trusted.

e Tonight let’s begins by hearing what the
Bible says about...

LESSON

|. The Existence of God



The Puritan John Preston said, “Now
concerning God, two things are to be
known: (1) that He is, (2) what He is” (The
Golden Treasury of Puritan Quotations).

A. The Bible does not seek to prove the
existence of God, it assumes it.

B. Itis Assumed in the Scriptures

e Genesis 1:1 begins like this: “In the
beginning God.”

e \When it says “in the beginning God,”
Moses is not proving God exists. He
Is stating it as a fact that He exist.

e Moses, who wrote the book of
Genesis also wrote Psalm 90 and in
verse 2 He elaborates on the phrase



in Genesis 1:1 when he says,
“Before the mountains were brought
forth, Or ever You had formed the
earth and the world, Even from
everlasting to everlasting, You are
God.”

e This is much later after God revealed
who He is in Exodus 3:14, the “I
AM.”

e As the self-existent God, Genesis
1:1 also says, “He created the
heavens and the earth.”

e He did this in six 24 hour days.

e \We see each day of creation is
number with this phrase, “And there



was evening and there was morning,
one day.”

e This phrase occurs in chapter 1,
vwv.5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31.

e The Apostle John mention a
“beginning.”

e But the “beginning” he is talking
about is before the creation and it's
only mentioned in these terms for
our understanding

e Speaking of God the Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ. John says in John
1:1-2 - “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God.”



e You must understand when you hear
the words “beginning” in Genesis 1:1
and John 1:1-2, it is not saying that
God has a beginning. In fact both of
those verses say nothing about this.

e Genesis 1:1 takes us to the
beginning of the creation of the
heavens and the earth.

e John 1:1-2 takes us to the beginning
but it’s not referring to the beginning
of the Word to assume that He was
created or had a beginning. It is
taking us into a realm where our
understanding ceases to exist.

e The verse would be better read this
way: “In the beginning, whenever
there was a beginning, the Word!”



William Temple gives us this warning: “It is
much worse to have a false idea of God
than no idea at all” (Christianity Today,
Vol.34, No.3, September 15, 1989).

lI. The Triune God

A. God is one, yet exists as three distinct
persons. That is revealed in the Bible
from beginning to end.

e The Old Testament expresses the
plurality of the Godhead in its
opening words

e Genesis 1:1 - “In the beginning God.”
e The Hebrew word translated “God”

there is Elohim. The plural suffix, im,
means it’'s plural and presents a



singular God who is expressed as a
plurality.

e Genesis 1:26 also presents the
plurality of the Godhead which it
says, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make
man in Our image, according to Qur
likeness.™

e Genesis 3:22 also uses the plural in
the Godhead when it says, “Then the
Lord God said, "Behold, the man has
become like one of Us, to know good
and evil. And now, lest he put out his
hand and take also of the tree of life,
and eat, and live forever.”

¢ \When the Lord was about to destroy
the Tower of Babel, He said in
Gen.11:7, “Come, let Us go down



and there confuse their language,
that they may not understand one
another's speech.”

B. Distinctions between members of the
Trinity are apparent in the Old
Testament

e Genesis 19:24 says, “Then the Lord
rained brimstone and fire on Sodom
and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of
the heavens.”

e Charles Hodge says, “We . . . find
throughout the Old Testament
constant mention made of a person
to whom, though distinct from
Jehovah as a person, the titles,
attributes, and works of Jehovah are
nevertheless ascribed. This person



is called the angel of God, the angel
of Jehovah, Adonai, Jehovah, and
Elohim. He claims divine authority,
exercises divine prerogatives, and
receives divine homage. . . .

e Besides this we have the express
testimony of the inspired writers of
the New Testament that the angel of
the Lord, the manifested Jehovah
who led the Israelites through the
wilderness and who dwelt in the
temple, was Christ; that is, the angel
was the Word . . . who became flesh
and fulfilled the work which it was
predicted the Messiah should
accomplish (Systematic Theology, p.
177).



e Numbers 6:22-26 says, “And the
Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23
"Speak to Aaron and his sons,
saying, 'This is the way you shall
bless the children of Israel. Say to
them: 24 "The Lord bless you and
keep you; 25 The Lord make His
face shine upon you, And be
gracious to you; 26 The Lord lift up
His countenance upon you, And give
you peace."’

C. Distinctions between members of the
Trinity are also apparent in the New
Testament

e Matthew 3:16-17—As Jesus is being
baptized by John the Baptist, the
Holy Spirit descended on Him like a
dove. The Father replied, “is My
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beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased” (v.17).

e \We see the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit together in the same scene.

e John 14:16-17—Jesus said, “And |
will pray the Father, and He will give
you another Helper, that He may
abide with you forever--17 the Spirit
of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees Him
nor knows Him; but you know Him,
for He dwells with you and will be In

you.

e 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 says, “There
are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit. 5 There are differences of
ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And
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there are diversities of activities, but
it is the same God who works all in
all.”

e 2 Corinthians 13:14 says, “The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.”

e 1 Peter 1:2 says, “Elect according to
the foreknowledge of God the
Father, in sanctification of the Spirit,
for obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you
and peace be multiplied.”

CONCLUSION

1. God exists.
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2. Where did He come from? He’s always
been.

3. Heis one and three.
4. Can we fully grasp this? Not really.

5. J.l. Packer wrote: “Here we face the most
dizzying and unfathomable truth of all, the
truth of the Trinity. . . . What should we
make of it? In itself, the divine tri-unity is a
mystery, a transcendent fact which passes
our understanding. . . .How the one eternal
God is eternally both singular and plural,
how Father, Son, and Spirit are personally
distinct yet essentially one . . . is more than
we can know, and any attempt to "explain”
it-to dispel the mystery by reasoning, as
distinct from confessing it from Scripture-is
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bound to falsify it. Here, as elsewhere, our
God is too big for his creatures' little minds
(I Want to Be a Christian [Wheaton, lII.:
Tyndale, 1977], pp. 29-30).

6. We cannot comprehend this Triune God,
but we do know that He is a Father who
loves us, a Son who died for us, and a

Spirit who comforts us.

/. The place where God has revealed
Himself is in the Bible.

8. If you're not reading it, then you cannot
know Him.

9. Let's pray.
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